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Congestion In BIG Cities 

*207. DR. A. U. AZMI: 
SHRI RAM VILAS PASWAN: 

Will the Minister of WORKS AND 
HOUSING be pleased to refer to the 
reply given to Starred Question No. 
213 on 31 August, 1981 regarding 
population growth in cities and state 
the action taken to disperse various 
activities away from the central areas 
of the cities to reduce congestion in 
the big cities and to develop rural 
areas and towns ? 

THE DEPUTY MINISTER lN 
THE MINISTRY OF WORKS AND 
HOUSING (SHRI MOHAMMED 
USMAN ARIF) : Urban Develop-
ment i~ a State subject. Action is 
being taken to decentrnlize industrial, 
commercial and administrative acti-
vities from central areas of large 
cities to other growth centres. The 
Industrial Policy ResoJution of the 
Government of In<lia prohibits the 
establishment of new industrial units 
within the Municipal limits of the 
Metropolitan States and standard 
urban areas of cities with a popula .. 
tion of over five lakhs. 

The Sixth Plan document envisages 
·that positive inducements would be 
given to set up industrial and other 
commercial and professional estab- · 
lishments in small, medium, and 
intermediate cities including tax 
incentives for the location of produc-
tive activities in these towns. 

Some of the State Governments 
· have started or are considering the 

development of satellite towns within 
or near the metropolitan cities such 
as.Madras ; Bombay and Calcutta. 

In order to reduce the rate of 
migration to larger cities and to 
subsorve the development of rural 

areas through provision of necessary« 
urban infrastructure, a Centrally 
Sponsored Scheme has been intro-
duced for the Integrated Development 
of 231 small and medium towns in 
the country to reduce the rate of 
n~i~ration to metropolitan and Jarge 
c1t1es. 

A separate scheme for integrated 
rural development is also being 
implemented during the 6th Plan 
period. · 
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S HRI MAD HA VRAO SCINDIA : 
Mr. Speaker Sir, in order to reduce 
the congestion and disperse various 
activities from the capital of the 
Union of India, has the Works and 
Housing Ministry taken a decision 
to resume the work on the National 
Capital Region idea, which will have 
a radius of 200 miles around Delhi ? 
If so, has a joint meeting of severa I 
Chief Ministers been called by the 
Works and Housing Minister? I have 
made a suggestion to the Minister that 
the Chief Minister of M.P. should also 
be invited so that Madhya Pradesh 
and Gwalior could he an active 
participant in this pJan. In this 
context, what was the decision of 
the Works and Housing Ministry on 
my suggestion ? Finally, during the 
Janata regime, there had been much 
talk of a twin capital plan and it 
was said that much progre~s had 
been made on this. Is this a fact 
or not ? 

SHRI BHISHMA NARAIN 
SINGH : Sir, the idea of national 
capital region has been revived and 
i.n the Sixth Five Year plan, I can 
say definitely, a. token provision of 
Rs. 10 crores has been provided. 
W c have revived the idea of national 
capital region which 'is one of the 
steps that will .help us in reducing 
the .pressure of the growing 
population in metropolitan 'fitiy, 

:0 
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like Delhi. But, there are some 
difficulties. The difficulty is that 
three States have to agree to our 
suggestion and therefore I have 
written letter to the Chief Ministers 
of Haryana, Uttar Pradesh and Ra-
jasthan. Up till now Madhya Pradesh 
is not within the purview of the 
national capital region. The Hon. 
Member has written to me about 
inclusion of Gwalior. This is his 
suggestion. I have written to ·•he 
Chi.ef Minister. I wanted to ascer-
tain the views of the State Govern-
ment about it. The Janata Party 
had promised a lot and I do not 
know what was the idea of the Janata 
Party about twin Capita~ towns or 
something like that. As you know, I 
am not criticising the Janata Party, · 
but the Janata Party had talked too 
much. 

SHRI R. P. GAEKWAD : Some-
time back, the Government of Guja-
rat had announced that four lead-
ing cities in the State would be 
building low income group houses 
for the poorer classes. This is 
contrary to the thinking of the 
Central Government that already 
there is an intlux towards cities and, 
to discourage that, rural areas 
should be developed. Has the 
Central Government given any 
directive to the State Government to 
dissuade them from going through 
with this scheme of building more 
such dwellings in the cities ? One 
disadvantage is, in spite of getting 
these dwellings, the allottee parties 
usually rent these out to other 
parties. So, the influx to cities 
actually does not stop. I would like 
to know from the Hon. Minister 
if there is any new thinking on this 
scheme. 

S H R I BHISHMA NARAIN 
SINGH : As I have said earlier, 
housing is a State subject. Actually, 
the Central Government only supple-
ments their effort. If the Hon. 
Member asks particular question 
about a particular State, about a 
partictlar area, then only I will be 
able to reply. 

PROF. MAOHU DANDAVATE: 
From the original reply to Dr. Azmi, ";, 
by implication it is very clear that in \, 
order to reduce congestion in big 
cities, the Government would like to 
develop the hinter1and of big cities 
so that congestion in the big cities gets 
reduced. If this be the implication, 
may I know specifically regarding 
one big city from the Hon. Minister? 
Take, for instance, the city of 
Bombay. You will agree that there 
is a lot of congestion there. As far 
as such a big city like Bombay is 
concerned, the hinterland of Bombay 
is the west coast Konkan area. Will 
the Government take up the develop-
ment of the west coast Konkan area 
so that congestion in Bombay can be 
reduced and, in particular, the public 
sector project like the Aluminium 
Project and the West Coast Konkan 
Railways which is going to he1p not 
only the backw~rd region of Konkan 
but also Goa and Karnataka an<l 
a]so provide direct link with Kerala 
and Tamil Nadu? I would like to 
know from the Hon. Minister whe-
ther he will expedite the West Coast 
Konkan Railway project which has 
already been started? '1 he Hon. 
Minister said that we the Janata Party 
only talked. We actually imple-
mented the project. ·1 he first Phase 
has already been completed. I want 
to know, as demanded by the people 
of Karnataka also and also the 
people of Kerala, Tamil Nadu and 
Goa, whether this railway project 
will be taken up and whether the 
Aluminium Project will, be com-
pleted so that, through the develop-
ment of Konkan area, congestion in 
the city or Bombay can be reduced. 

S H R I BHISHMA NARAIN 
SINGH : This is a suggestion for 
action. 

PROF. MADHU DANDAVATE: 
I want a repJy from the Government. 
1·11ese are questions arising out of 
the policy d_ecisions of the Govern-
ment. But they have kept these 
decisions pending. I want to know 
whether t]:ley wi11 implement them. 



9 Oral Answers AGRAHAYANA 16, 1903 (SAKA) Oral Answers JO 

MR. SPEAK.ER: Even an evasive 
reply is a reply. 
• 
PROF. MADHU DANDAVATE: 

Just now, he said that the Janata 
Party only talked. T~ey do not ~ven 
talk; no question of 1mplementat1on. 

S H R I BHISHMA NARAIN 
SINGH : I will talk what is relevant. 

Food for Work Programme in Dhan-
bad District, Bihar 

*209. SHRI A.K. ROY : Will 
the Minister of RURAL RECONS· 
TRUCTION be pleased to state : 

(a) whether Food for Work 
Programme has been stopped all 
over the country in general and in 
Dhanbad district of Bihar in parti-
cular since last year ; 

(b) detaim of the foodgrain sup-
plied for that to Bihar in genera I 
and Dhanbad district of Bihar in 
particular in the year 1981 ; 

( c) whether in view of severe 
drought the Food for Work Prog-
ramme would again be started this 
year ; 

(d) if so, when; and 

( e) if not, the reasons therefor ? 

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN 
THE MlNISTR Y OF AGRICUL-
TURE AND RURAL RECONS-
TRUCTION (SHRI BALESHWAR 
RAM) : (a) to (e). The Food for 
Work Programme has been replaced 
by National Rural Employment 
Programme since October, 1980. 
Ptesently, it is this programme which 
is in actual operation all over the 
country including Dhanbad district 
of Bihar. 

Cash funds amounting to Rs. 1210 
lakhs have been given to Bihar as 
Central share for implementation of 
the programme for the first two 
quarters of the current year. An 
equal amount is likely to be given 
to the State for the remaining two 
quarters. 20,000 MTs of foodgrains 
were also released to them. Out of 
these, the allocations made to 
Dhanbad district are as under : 

Cash Funds Foodgrains 

Rs. 65.88 lakhs 300 MTs. 

SHRI A. K. ROY : The Minis· 
ter gave me the answer not in parts 
but in lump just as the foodgrains 
are supplied. l detected that the 
present Government was going to 
stop Food for Work Programme in 
Bihar last year and a question was 
asked on the basis of the news items 
which appeared in "T11 e Statesman" 
on 28th June. You intervened in the 
House and asked ''Why do you quote 
this newspaper which is not authrn-
tic ?" and the .Minister denied tl1c 
statement which appeared in the 
newspaper. But later on to my ques~ 
tion on 28-7-80, which was answered 
in December, it was stated that no 
food grains were supplied to Bi ha r 
from Ma)' to October. 1 hat means 
the entire Food for Work Prog-
ramme was stopped. Now it is said 
that the Food for Work Programme 
bas been re-named as National Rura] 
Employment Programme and only 
300 metric tonnes of foodgrains was 
aJlotted to Dhanbad for three months 
which means that only some 100 
people would get work when in fact 
there are at least 1,000 people who 
need work. I have to bring to your 
notice that this year entire South 
Bihar is in the grip of extreme drought 
and North Bihar is in extreme floods. 
In view of this position, the Chief 
Minister also complained tllat the 
supply of f oodgrains should be 
increased. Therefore, may I know 
from the Minister whether this small 
allotment would be increaaed for 




