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MR. SPEAKER: Has he not gnswer-
ed your question?

SHRI PRANAB MUKHERJEE: I do
agree with the hon. Member. I have
no hesitation in pointing out that un-
fortunalely in the gystem in which we
are living, those whg have more bar-
gaining power and those who can say
that they can stop the operation
of the wheels have got more,
But at the same time, that does not
mean that we should not fee] concern-
ed about those who have not got that
bargaining power and the entire ap-
proach of the Sixth Five-Year Plan,
particularly the re-emphasis on the
20-point economic programme is to
create a situation in which even the
unorganiseg sections are not denied
their rightful means.

MR. SPEAKER: DemocCracy means
the majority, the bulk of the peo~:
You have to care about them, you
cannot ignore them,
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MR. SPEAKER:; Now, question No.
88—M. Krishna Pratap Singh. Absent.
Thep, Question No. 89—Shrimati Usha
Prakash Chaudhari. She is absent,
Then Question No, 90—Prof. Ajit
Kumar Mehta.
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Assistance given by India to Other
Countries

*30. PROF, AJIT KUMAR MEHTA:
Wil] the Minister of FINANCE be-
pleaseg to lay a statement showing:

(a) whether it is a fact that on the
one hand India’s borrowings has been
steadily rising and on the other the
assistance extended by India to other
countries has been substantially on the -
increase;

(b) if so, the quantum of assistance -
given by India to other countries (with
names) during the last three years; -
and

(c) the extent to which India’s lend-
ings to other countries has affected .
India’s developmental programmes?

THE MINISTHR OF FINANCE
(SHRI PRANAB MUKHERJEE): (a)-
While India’s borrowings have been .
arising in recent years to meet the
large developmental needs of the
country, its assistance to other count- -
ries, which is a fraction of India’s.
externa]l borrowing, has not increased
recenily.

(b) A statement ig laid on the Table
of the House,

(c) While it is true that this assist-
ance involves a measure of sacrifice on .
our part, it has to be remembered that
it is provided t, friendly countries
some of whom are close neighbours,
To the extent the assistance is provid. .
ed tp enable these countries to obtain
goods and services from India it also
promoteg our exports. India has been.
lending to friendly foreign countries.
mainly with a view tp helping them..
obtain goods and services from India.
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“the extent to which India’s lend-
ings to other countries has affected
India’s development programmes?”’
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MR. SPEAKER: The hon. Member
wants fo have reply to (c).

SHRI PRANAB MUKHERJEE: No,
it has not been affected. I have given
a full statement.

MR. SPEAKER: I do not think you
should pursue it. There is not much
substance in it.
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SHRI PRANAB MUKHERJEE: Is it
possible to indicate a large pumber of
<commodities? I can give broad com-
modities——Engineermg, capital goods
and services, consultancy, technical
knowhow. These I have menioned.
But it is not possible for me to list
out the whole range of commodities.
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SHRI PRANAB MUKHERJEE: It is
known to the hon. Members of this
House that Indla is one of the deve-
loping countries and is a poor country
so far as the per capita income or per
capita consumption is concerned. But
India has al“?ays taken a very positive
and leading role in fostering coopera-
tion among the developing countries.
Here 1 would like to refer particularly
to one of the observations which my
distinguished predecessor made while
taking part in discussion with the
World Bank, He pointed out to the
developed countries—“You are extend-
ing your assistance to us, the develop-
ing countries. It is in the garb of
promoting your exports. But we are
extending assistance to other develop-
ing countries. We are not merely {rans-
ferring our technology but also we are -
trying to help them to appropriate the
technology re-design and make It sui-
table to their own environient.” There-
fore. in that context, t large coopera-
tion among the developing coun-
tries by what you may call in techni-
cal term, South-South cooperation,
would no doubt be helpful and would
increase the coopieration. among the
developing countries.

Supply of Mirage War Planes by
France
+
*92 SHRI G. NARISMHA REDDY:
SHRI RESHMA MOTIRAM
BHOYE:

W:1l the Minister of DEFENCE be
pleased to state:

(a) \whether an agreement has beén
made with Government of France for
the supply of Mirage War Planes for

the Indian Army.

(b) if so, the terms of the agreement;
and

(c) financial implications thereof?





