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LOK SABHA 

Friday, February 26, 1982/Pha!g,una 7. 
1903 (Saka) 

The Lok Sabha met at Eleven of the 
Clock 

[MR. SPEAKER in the Chair] 

OBITUARY REFERENCE 
MR. SPEAKER: Honourable 

-Members, I have to inform the. 
House of the sad demise of one our 
former colleagues, Dr. Mahadava 
Prasad, who was a Member of the 
Third and Fourth Lok Sabha during 
1962-70 from Maharajganj constitu-
ency of Uttar Pradesh. 

An educa~ionist and social wor-
ker, he f.ongaged himself in sOCial 
service on Gandhian lines and orga-
nised Bhara t Sewak Samaj camps. 

He was associated with a numbe:r 
of educational, social and cultural 
organisations including Court of 
Banaras Hindu University and Board 
of Studies, University of Gorakhpur 
and District Kisan 8angh, All India 
Backward Classes Federation; and 
Sub-Committees on Human Ameni-
ties and Constructive work Of the 
N'atioJ)a[ COmmititee of Gandhian 
Centenary. 

He passed away at Gorakhpur on 
7 January, 1982 at the age of 58 
~ears. 

''We deeply mourn the loss ~ of this 
friend and I am sure the House wIll 
join mf: in co~veYing OUr Condo-
lences to the '~eaved tamiIy. 

3642 LS-l 

~ 

The House may stand in silenc(' 
lor a short While. 

The Members then stood in silence 
for a short white. 

PROF. MADHU DANDAVATE 
(Rajapur): There has !Jeen a conven-
tion that the Prime Minister should 
always be present when an ObituarY 
Reference is made in the House, 

SHR! NARAYAN CHOUBEY 
(Midnapore): She is a speCial Prime 
Minister, not observing conventions. 

ORAL ANSWERS TO QUESTIONS 

New Strateg,. to Boost Acrlcultural 
Export 

+ 
"'83. SHRI VIRBHADRA SINGH: 

SHRI G. Y. KRISHNAN: 

Will the Ministe:r of COMMERCE 
be pJeased-to state: 

(a) whether it is a fact that a 
new strategy is being formulae:d to 
boost agricultural exports; and 

(b) if so, the details thereof?, 

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN 
THE MINISTRY OF COMMERCE. 
(SHRI 8HIVRAJ V. PATIL): 
(a) and (b). in order to realise the 
potential for increased ex:;>orts of 
agricultural commodities and attain 
the targets laid down in Sixth Five 
Yt:1lr Plan, .there is need for evolv-
ing a stable agricultUral export 
strategy. The Minister 'of Commerce 
is worki;n.g on· the fOl1nulafJion of 
such a strategy. 

SHRI VIRBlIADftA SINGH: Sir, 
agrIculture is" a major Potential area. 
'Which needs to be funy tapped riot 
orily to inc'tease Our exPort earninp 
but also to protect the interests 'Of 
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the producers and consumers. I want SHRI VIRBHADAltA SINGH: Apart 
to know whether the Government has from agriculture, India bas a vast _ 
made any long-term assessment of the potential for export of marine pro-
agricultural surpluses in the country ducts. Our exports in this ~e]d so 1al' 
that would be available for expott have been very negligible. I want to 
and also taken any action so far to know the steps the Government has 
promote and to ensure higher prices taken or contemplate to take to pro-
for our exports through bilateral and mote the export of marine' p:::'oducts 
multilateral discussions, particularly in and to provide necessary illfrastr~c-
v1ew of the protectionist policies adop. ture in the country such as additjona~ 
ted by some countries. I would also cold storage capacity, packing and 
like to know whether the Ministry has trnnsport facilities etc. 
formulated any pian in consultation SHRI SHI"~A:J V. PATIL:' The hon. 
with other concerned Ministries to ear- Member has raised a very :~ood issue. 
mark some'portion of agricultural pro- We have a very vast economic zone, 
duce for exports irrespective of our where a lot of bio-mass is 
needs so as build and sustain our for- available and out of that bio-
eign markets. mass, We can get some fish 

SHRr SHIVRAJ V. PATIL: S!r, I do and certain other things which can 
agree that agriculture has to be dealt be consumed by the human beings. We 
with in a manner which is identical are trying to increase our caoacity for 
with that used for developing indust- ftsrung in the economic zone, find hav-
ries. Agriculture is a very important ing increased that capacity, we would 
industry for our country. We do like to give the facilities for daring 
want to plan and produce agri- the material which is brought from 
cultural products for export. We the sea, facilities for transpol'tmg tht> 
are not going to be content fish and other things to other countries 
with the export of the available also. We are at it, but this is an issue 
surpluses. However. the ,pe:tion of which requires a lot of attention, a lot 
deciding as to now' much ran be EX- of examination a'lld a lot of money 
ported is not a very easy jo~) because and scientific study. We are trying to 
the agricultural produce depends on, do all these-things and we would be 
the vagaries of the nature. But fortu- doing that in future. 
nately for Oolr country, we have been 
producing sometrung more than what 
is actually required for our count~y. 
We are trying to decide as to what will 
be the minimum that would be expor .. 
ted and that decision would be token 
in consultation with the AgricultLll'al 
Ministry, Supply Minister and the 

Planning Commission. We are at it. J\nd 
having decided as to how louch we can 
re,ularly, continuously and without 
any interruption export to other 
countries, we would be able to establish 
market for the agricultural ploduce 
outside. We have been examining the 
markets outside, where we can export 
our agricultural produce, and in con .. 
sultation with other countries, we are 
trying to find .out their, requirements 
also. We do intend to export the sur-
plus to other countries and fetzh remu-
nerative . prices so that the ,Jgricultur-
ists can alIO get remunerative prices 
out of this. 

SHRI RAJESH PILOT: The bon. 
Minister has given the relevant infor-
mation with regard to the non-vegeta-
rian stuff and I would now draw his 
attention to the things required by the 
vegetarian people, i.e. fruit etc. I hope, 
the han. Minister is aware that there 
is a great demand of fruits. tinned and 
fresh, in the Middle-East rountries, 
countries in the European continent, 
specially tbe Communist countdes. If 
that Is so, what incentive and facilities 
arE' the Government planning to give 
to expand this trade? 

SHRI SfIIVRAJ V. PATIL·: The ear-
lier questions asked by the previous 
hon. Member were about- the vegeta-

. rian products as also non.vegetdrian 
products and I answered 3c'!0·rdingl:y. 
Now, I ag~in revert to this question 
pertaining to . vegetarian products. 
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MR. SPEAKER: Yes, that is "Jod for 
health also. 

saRI SHIVRAJ v. P:t\TIL: I ciSSure 
the hone Member we do know that 
there is a requirement for the fruits 
and vegetables outside on a large scale 
and we are trying to export lruits, ve-
getables and ftowers and such other 
things to the countries where those 
things are required. We are giving help 
to them for exportIng these products. 
We have also set -up the task f~rce fa-
eilities, cold storage facilities and some 
monetary assistance in' certain cases 
is also given to them. Estabiishment of 
the processing pIa-ilts on a large sc&1e 
is also on the anvil. At certain pla-
ces, we have already established such 
plants and the stale Covemmen1.S have 
aiso established some. We are making 
all efforts te)" export fruits and other 
things. 

'SHRI -P. RAJAGOPAL NAIDU: Is 
the Government giving export promo-
tion facilities for agrtcultural commo-
dities? If so. which are the commodi-
ties and what are the incentives given? 

SHRI SHIVRAJ V. PATIL: The Com-
merce Ministry is -trying to promote 
.the export of agricujtural produce also. 
O_ne of the facilities made available to 
ine agriculturists is to find out the mar-
kets; the task force facilities include to 
,see that there are no obstacles in ex-
port.jng these fhrngs. These are all pro-
motIonal activities. The promotional 
..activities have been taken up by the 
Commerce Ministry. In certain Cases 

, .some assistance is also given. 

SBRI SUNIL MAITRA: Sir, how 
does the Government justify the ex-
port of food grains when last year this 
country imported foodgrains,' specially 
wheat from America to the tune of 12 
million tonnes? . 

SHRI SHIVRAJ V. PATIL: Sir our 
-po~icy is not to expor or impor ~dis
,-enminat~ly. Our policy is to have en-
.oUl'h in our country for our people and 

then to have a buffer-stock to Serve as 
cushion in the lean years. And if any-
thing more than that is available in 
our country, we have to export. This 
would be helping those people who 
want it. This will help us to earn for-
eign ~change _ also. Last year, though 
we imported wheat, this year aud ~ast 
year also we had excess of rice. Now 
this year sligar is in excess. There was 
a time wben we had to import sugar, 
but now we have sugar which can be 
exported. If we' have some agricultural 
commodities in excess of onr actual 
demanas, it would 6e 6eneficial for 11S 

" to export 'also. NoW, our policy is not 
to export'-wbat is actually needed here, .. 
but our policy is to export that which 
is in excess of our demand and after 
keeping a quite comfortable cushion 
far our consumption in ditlicult period 
also. 

MR. SPlAKER: I think, in adi~icn 
to foodgrains. you can concentrate on 
vegetables and fruits which ale in ab-
undance and you can grow t'hE'm. That 
will very much diversify our export 
~lso. :But you have to plan it in ad~ 
vance, It should be a ten year project 
or something like that. 

SHRI SHIVRAJ V. PATIL: Your 
suggestion is acceptable to us ar.d we 
are at it. 

MR. sPEAKER: Shri R. T.... Bhatia 
and Shri S"ajjan Kumar are not pre-
sent. 

. PROF. RUP CHAND PAL: Sir, we 
have alreaay giftn a notice that Ques-
tion Nos. 85 and 100 are related and 
.that they. Should be taken together. 

MR. SPEAKER: I have no Objection. 

-, PROF. MADHU DANDAVA'l'E: It is 
,a very gOOd .ques,tion. Sir, don't Qllow 
~t to lapsa Sir yOU have your residuary 
powers to combine the two. 

MR. SPEAKER: But I have to have 
the concurrence of the Members. 

AN HON. MEMBER: Sir, these are 
not related. 




