LOK SABHA DEBATES

LOK SABHA

Friday, February 27, 1981|Phalguna 8,
1902 (Saka)

The Lok Sabha met at Eleven of the Clock
[Mr. SPEAKER in the chair)

ORAL ANSWERS TO QUESTIONS

Non-Purchase of Quality
Items by Super Bazar

*166. PROF. AJIT KUMAR MEHTA:
Will the Minister of CIVIL. SUPPLIES
be pleased to state :

(a) whether Super Bazar is not keeping
on its shelves the items manufactured
by reputed concerns of India and as a
result the common man is deprived of
the quality items ; and

(b) if so, what steps Government
propose to combat this tendency and
set the purchasing policy right ?

THE MINISTER OF CIVIL SU-
PPLIES (SHRI VIDYA CHARAN
SHUKLA) : (a) and (b). Super Bazar,
Delhi is selling quality goods procured
from a large number o manufacturers
in the organised industrial sector, repu-
table concerns and distributors. 'The
purchase policy is generally based on
consumer preference, and ,subjected to
periodical review by the management.
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SHRI RAVINDRA VARMA : Just
sce, Sir, all the ladies have ganged up
together.

MR. SPEAKER I do not know
what they are cooking up.
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DR. SUBRAMANIAM SWAMY :

All women getting together is a dangerous
sign. .

THE MINISTER OF COMMERCE
AND STEEL AND MINES (SHRI
PRANAB MUKHERJEE) : Is it dan-
gerous to you 7
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SHRI K. RAMAMURTHY : Sir,

have you allotted separate seats specially
for ladies ?

MR. SPEAKER : They have comman-
dered it for themselves.
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Textile Policy
*167. SHRI CHITTA  BASU

SHRIMATI MADHURI SINGH:

Will the Minister of COMMERCE
be pleased to state :

(a) whether Government have finalised
their textile policy ;

(b) if so, the salient features thereof ;
and

(c) if not, the reasons for delay ?

THE MINISTER OF COMMERCE
AND STEEL & MINES (SHRI
PRANAB MUKHERJEE) (a) to (c).
The Textile Policy is actively under
consideration of the Government.

SHRI CHITTA BASU : Sir, I seck
your protection. The hon.  Minister
can very conveniently take shelter under
the umbrella answer that the matter is
under active consideration.

MR. SPEAKER
any other umbrella ?

Can you suggest

SHRI CHITTA BASU : Sir, I hope
you would respond to it. The major
stra of the textile policy of our country
nhon:ﬂy be the strategy of providing cheap
cloth for llhc vast masses uc:f our people,
particularly belonging to the poorer sec-
tions of the mic?yfs The Cheap Cloth
Control Scheme, which was brought into

being several years ago, as a matter of fact,
failed to deliver the goods and meet the
requiremetnts of the poorer sections of the
le. The target, which was fixed at 4
undre dmillion metres, was raised to 6 hun-
dred mill‘on metres. But, to our greatest
disappointment, the targets have not been
fulﬁfl,sd? Added to that, the private sec-
tor mills have been relieved of the res-
ponsibility of producing cheap cloth by the

Janata regime, and that responsibility has

now been fixed on the NTC, which has
also not been able to fulfil the target.
In this context, may 1 know from
the hon. Minister whether  he would
see while formulating the policy that the
target of cheap cloth is further raised and
fulfilled so that cheap cloth can be pro-
vided to the poor people of our country,
and also whether the Government can
assure us that there will be no further
rise of price of the controlled cloth.

SHRI PRANAB MUKHERJEE
Sir, my difficulty is, as I have told the hon.
Member while replying, that we are just
in the process of finalising the textile
policy and when it is ready, I will come to
the House and place the facts before the
hon. Members.

The first part of the hon. Member's
suggestion is that while formulating
the policy we should pay more attention
to producing cheaper varieties of cloth
for the mass consumption and this is the
policy which is being I')u rsued. Sometimes
we have not been able to fullfil the target,
as he has mentioned and as is proved,
but this is the exercise which we are
making constantly.

Sir, in regard to the production of con-
trolled cloth, it would not be possible
to quantify it because all these things
will come within the policy which T will
announce, but we will try to see that
definitely it can keep some pace with the
demand in this area in regard to any
blanket assurance regarding the price,
it is not possible for me to give it now.

SHRI CHITTA BASU : May I
also draw his attention to the fact that
the present pattern of production is also
directed towards earning more and more
profit because there are too many varicties
of cloth produced by the mills. In view
of this, would the Government also consider
the proposal of reducing the varieties
and insist on or concentrate on production
of such varieties of cloth which can be
made use of by the poorer sections of the

people ?

SHRI PRANAB MUKHERJEE :
Sir, this is a very good suggestion, but there
is a practical difficulty  particularly
faced by the Ministry of Finance in regard
to the large number of varieties.





