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watehes is good and that is admitted
in our country as well as outside.

So, the technology is advanced.
Despite that, 15 it g fact that HMT,
a public sector enterprise is going in
for collaboration with  Japanese
Seiko? If so, what is the necessity for
going in for such a collaboration?

SHRI NARAYAN DATT TIWARI:
Sir, the HMT is not going in for
any collaboration with Seiko. Already
it is in collaboration with the Japa-
nese for the Citizen ab initio,

I am happy to inform the hon.
Member that HMT hag developed its
own indigenoug technological capa-
bilities, We know that watch techno-
logy is also rapidly changing all over
the world. New designs are coming
up. New types of watch technolo-
gy is being developed. So if we have
to cater to the consumer needs. the
consumers’ tastes in the field, we have
to absorb the technology. I hope the
hon., Member will appreciate their
new designs,
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New Projects of Hindustan Cables I.id,

*43. SHRI GADADHAR SAHA:
Will the Minister of INDUSTRY be
pleased to state:

(a) how many new projects of Hin-
dustan Cables Ltd. are coming up in
the next five years; and

(b) in what States these projects are
going to be located with details there-
of?

THE MINISTER OF INDUSTRY
AND STEEL: AND MINES (SHRI
NARAYAN DATT TIWARI): (a) and
(b). A new project for establishment
of 30 lakh conductor kilometers per
annum of telecommunication cables
at Hyderabad (Andhra Pradesh) at a
cost of Rs, 59.73 crores with a foreign
exchange component of Rs. 26.90 crores
has been approved  There is no other:
proposal for setting up of new projects.
by Hindustan Cables Ltd. under consi-
deratiori during the Sixth Plan period.
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SHRI GADADHAR SAHA: Mr.
Speaker, Sir, I want to know whether
10 meet the everwidening tele-commu.
nication needs and facilities, the ex-
pansion of the tele.communicatign sys-
tem in the country during the coming
years needs a tremendous expansion
of the State owned Hindustan Cables
Limited also in the future years. If
s0, may I know the plan made by the
Government to meet the fulure needs
in this regard.

SHRI NARAYAN DATT TIWAKI:
Well, this project takes into account
the requirements of the Posts and
Telegraphs Department in the field ot
jelly-field cables and conductor kilo-
meters cables also. So, as and when
the project is completed there will
be very little gap that will remain to
be imported.

SHRI GADADHAR SAHA: What is
the total employment potential of the
cable project?

SHRI NARAYAN DATT TIWARI:
The employment potential will be
about a thousand persons.

Indian Scientific Expedition to Antarc-
tic

-
*44. SHRI R. R. BHO! E:

SHRI CHIRANJI LAY
SHARMA:

Will the PRIME MINISTER be
pleased to lay a statement showing:

(a) whether it is a fact that a 21
member Indian Scientific Expedition
led by Dr. S. Z. Qasim successfully
completed the Antarctic Voyage in
January, 1982;

(b) if so, the details of the expedi-
tion, d'fficulties experienced, cxpen-
diture incurred on the vovage and the
data collected by them in the fields of
glaciology, meteorology, = Geo-magne-
tism ete.;
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(c) the future plans to send similar
teams to explore resources like oil,
gas, coal, gold etc.; and

(d) whether Government propose to
apply for the membership of the
Anatarcte Treaty signed in 19597

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE
DEPARTMENTS OF SCIENCE AND
TECHNOLOGY, ELECTRONICS AND
ENVIRONMENT AND OCEAN DEVE-
LOPMENT (SHRI C.P.N, SINGH): (a)
Yes Sir.

(b) A statement in this regard was
made on the 19th February. A sum of
approximatey Rs. 2 crores is estimated
to have been spent on the expeditlon.

(c) A decision will be taken after
assessing the report of the team which
is yet to be received.

(d) There is no such proposal.

SHRI R.R. BHOLE: Sir, I am glad
our first Indian Scientific expedition to
Antarctica hag successfully landed an
the Prime Minister was good enough
to move the House to congratulate our
Indian Scientific Expedition Team and
Dr. Quasim, Probably it will take-
according to the note presented be-
fore this House-some time before we
could perhaps find the results. Sir. I
would like to know what are the con-
sequences of our landing in Antarc-
tica comparable to the other nations
landing on the moon? In other words,
are there any rights vested In us
when we land there or js it compar-
able to the rights vested in the nations
which have landed on the moon?

DR. SUBRAMANIAM SWAMY:
Why not send a  delegation of MPs
there?

THE PRIME MINISTER (SHRIMATI
INDIRA GANDHI): To the moon? If
you put down your name for golng to
the moon, we shall certainly consider
it





