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THE MINISTER OF INDUSTRY 
AND STEEL - A \fD MINES (SHRI 
NAiRAYAN DATT TIWARI): (a) to 
(ic) A statement is laid on the Table 
of the House. 

statement 

ThE:- total estimated demand for watches in the country, domestic pro-
duction of watches and HMT's contribution during the la~,t three years are 
as follows:-

Year 

1979 

i 980 

1981 

The Sixth Five i ear Plan :t:arge:ts 
of capacity and production oJ mech-

. anical wrist watches by 1984-85 a1'e 
15 million and 12.5 mi1lion respec-

l tively. The Governme:nt have al-
ready ap;>-rov £: d a total capacity of 

• 11.4 million mechanical wrist wat-
ches in the organised sector. Be-
sidE:s, a number of small scale units 
have been a';)proved with a tif.al ca-
pacity of a little over 13 million wrist 
watches per annum. These units 
are mainly based on imported com-
ponents. 

The Government have rec2ntly 
decided to encourage: ffitablishment 
of further capacity mci.inly for manu-
facture of wrist waich components. 

• 

Estimated Approximate Production 
demand domestic ofHMT 

(in lakhs) production watches 
(in lakhs) (in lakh ) 

·-------
70 55 32.8 

75 53 35.9 

80 55 35. l 

This is with a view to developing in-
d:igenous components manufacturing 
capacity to meE:t the demand of 
small scale assembly units so as 
to obviate continued dependence on 
imports. Of the capad~y thus creatE:d , 
at l ea.st 2j3 of the production of watch 
components would be supplied to 
small scale assembly units and n ot 
more than 113 would be utilised for 
manufacture of complete:- watches. 
Preference would be given to propo-
sals for locating projcts in industri-
ally backwardjhiJJy areas and which 
aim at a high d e:gr ee of indigen isa-
tion from the first year. MRTP and 
FERA companies would, however, 
not be considered for establishing 
additional capacity. 
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HMT, starting with a production 
of less than 0.5 lakh watches in 61-
62, has planned to manufacture 42.1 
lakh watches in 1982-83 and propo,-
sals for further expansion are being 
formµlated. 
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SHRI GHULAM NAB! AZAD: May 
I know (a) whether the GovE:Tn-
ment is considering encouraging a 
further increase in the capacity manu-
faeture of we1:tch components and (b) 
whether it is a fact that the HMT has 
been disallowed from inc.r~asing ,its 
production of watches and if so, the 
reasons therefor? 

SHRI NARAYAN DATT TIWARI: 
I have tried to explain in my statei-
ment that the HMT is already consi-
dering a proposal for further expan .. 
s.ion of its factories and also for the 
creation of new capacities for com-
ponent manufactw·e. The last para· 
graph of my statement amplifies this 
point. 

SHRIMATI GEETA MUKHERJEE.-: 
The HMT's techniqut- of producing 
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wate s is good and that is admitted 
in our country as well as outside. 

So, the technology is advanced. 
Despite that, is it a fact that HMT, 
a public sector enterprise is going in 
for collaboration with Japanese 
Seiko? If so, what is the nec~ssity for 
going in for such a collaboration? 

SHRI NARAYAN DATT TIWARI: 
Sfr, the HMT is not going in for 
any collaboration with Seiko. Already 
it is in collaboration with the Japa-
nese:i for the Citizen ab initio. 

I am happy to inform the hon. 
Member that HMT has developed its 
OW!ll indigenous technological capa-
bilities. We know that watch techno-
logy is also rapidly changing all over 
the world. New designs are coming 
up. N e:w types of watch technolo-
gy is being developed. So if we have 
to cater to the consumer needs. the 
consumers' tastes in the field, we have 
to absorb the rtechnology. I hop€;' the 
hon. Member will appreciate their 
new designs. 
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New Projects of Hindustan Cables J~td. 

"'43. SHRI GADADHAR SAHA: 
Will the Minister of INDUSTRY be 
pleased to state::-: 

(a) how many new projects of Hin-
dustan Cables Ltd. are comin.i? UI> in 
the next five years; and 

(b) in what States these projects are 
going to be localed with details there-
of? 

THE MINISTER OF INDUSTRY 
AND STEEL AND MINES (SHRI 
NARAYAN DA TT TIW ARI) : (a) and 
(b). A new project for establishment 
of 30 lakh conductor kilometers per 
annum of telecommunica tion cables 
at Hyderabad (Andhra Pradesh) at a 
cost of Rs. 59. 73 crores with a foreign 
exchange component of Rs. 26.90 crores 
ha s been approved. There is no other. 
proposal ·for setting up of new projects 
by Hindustan Cables Ltd. under consi-
deration dtrring the Sixth Plan period. 




