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SHR! HARINATHA ‘MISRA: Sir, as
early as 1955 the then Health Minis-
ters' Conference had taken a decision
to build up a school health gervice on
a sound footing in collaboration with
the Education Depariments of the
State Governments as also the Educa-
tion Ministry here, to look after the
preventive as also the curative aspects
of diseases from which the school-going
children suffer. I do not know the
present condition or the stage of the
scheme. But I would like to know
whether the Govemnment propose to
regurrect, revamp and reorient this
scheme keeping in view the suggestions
made by Prof. Ramalingaswami.

SHRI NIHAR RANJAN LASKAR: As
I have aiready stated, the Council of
Medical Research have submitted the
paper to the Government only recently.
It is under examination. Once it is
examined we will see what action we
can take. )

SHRI HARINATHA MISRA: All that
the Minister has said about the opera-
tive part is that the matter is under
the consideration of the Planning Com-
mission. As far as I know, the Plan-
ning Commission has no pool of medi-
cal expertise or for the matter of that
any other kind of expertise. In the
circumstances, I would like to know
whether Government propose to cou-
stitute a Committee of particularly
medical scientists and knowledgeable
Members of this House and maybe the
other House also to consider this
scheme, suggest modifications wherever
necessary and present a practical
scheme to be implemented in phases
and stages. Naturally, because the
disease is mostly found in unhygienic
and backward areas, utmost priority
will have to be given to the proverty
stricken backward areas. What do
the Government propose?

SHRI NIHAR RANJAN LASKAR:
About the first part, I would say ‘No’
because the Planning Commission has
raised certain points. We are examin-
ing these points. Once this is examined
we will see what we can do about it.
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SHRI NIHAR RANJAN LASKAR:
Sir, the rheumatic fever is not a noti-
fled disease. As such, we have no
authentic figure with us. But I can
say in 1978 we had some examination
about it. About 4.2 per cent of the
children are sick due to the defective
circulatory system. That 13~why it is
something which is causing concern to
us. The Report is also with us. The
Planning Commission have raised cer-
tain points. We will examine them
and then we will see how we can
proceed.
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THE DEPUTY MINISTER IN THE
MINISTRY OF RAILWAYS AND IN
THE DEPARTMENT OF PARLIA-
MENTARY AFFAIRS (SHRI MALLI-
KARJUN): (a) No, Sir.

(b) Does not arise.
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