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Efforts made by non-aligned committee to
end Iran-Iraq conflict

+

*712. SHRI G. M, BANATWALLA:
SHRI CHITTA BASU:;

Will the Minister of EXTERNAL AF-
FAIRS be pleased to state:

(a) whether he has recently attended
the non-aligned ministerial committee meet-
ing held in Geneva; and

(b) if so, the outcome of issues dis-
cussed and progress if any made in resolv-
ing the Imn-Iraq war and bringing a
cessation of hostilities?

THE MINISTER OF EXTERNAL
AFFAIRS (SHRI P. V. NARASIMHA
RAQ): (a) I attended a meeting of the
Non-aligney  ministerial Committee on
Irag-Iran conflit on March 7, 1982 in
Geneva,

(b) At this meeting, the Committee
assessed recent developments and decided
to continue its discussions in Kuwait later
during the special meeting of the Non-
Aligned Coordinating Bureau on the Pales-
tine question. The Committee held seve-
ral meetings in Kuwait from April 6 to
9 and also held separate discussions with
the Foreign Ministers of Tram and Irag.
The Committee thereafter decided to
undertake another visit to ITran and Irag
from April 10th onwards.

The visits have just concluded and we
are awaiting fuller reports of the discus-
sions duripg the visits,
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SHRI G. M. BANATWALLA: Sir,
India has indeed made great efforts along
with other non-aligned countries, for
bringing about thc cessation of hostilites
between Irak and Iran. And these laud-
able joint «£forts have cvoked world-wide
appreciation. But apart from these joint
efforts with other non-aligned countries, I
would like the hon. Minister to tell this
House if we have made any separate, indi-
vidual attempts also to bring about the
cessation of hostilities—specially in view
of the fact that we have thc good fortunc
of having very good reclations, fricndly
rclations with both Iraq and lran; and of
the fact that India is a very great country
that has always given the  message of
peace of the world at all times,

SHRI P. V. NARASIMHA RAO: 1
think T have answered this aspect of the
question more than once in this House. I
have submitted to the House that when
we are part of a group which is making
efforts, coordinated efforts, concentrated ef-
forts, concerted efforts, it would not be very
appropriate for one of these four countries
to try and make any %olo effort as such.
However, as the hon. Member has point-
ed out, we have very, very good relations
with both the countries. We also have on-
going bilateral discussions with both the
countries. It is mot only on the conflict,
but-on several other matters that we have
on-going dialogues with these two coun-
tries. Naturally, when we talk to them, we
would not be keeping out any matter,
including the conflict. Therefore, in a
general way, we do bhave a dialogue on
the cooflict also, when we talk with them;

but the House will appreciate that we
concentrate on the

effort of the group; and our own effort
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will have to be a part and parcel of the
effory of the group.

SHRI G. M. BANATWALLA: Recent-
ly, a meeting took place in Kuwait also;
and our hon., Minister attended that meet-
ing. He has said that fuller reports are
awaited. Now, there have been protracted
discussions and protracted  negotiations,
because of the nature of the matter. How-
ever, the hom. Minister will at least be
able to give us some iodication whether,
as a result of these protracted negotiations
and discussions, any progress has been
made, appreciable progress has been made,
in bringing the differences to bring about
the oessation of hostlities; and in addi-
tion, give some idea of the discussions
that took place in Kuwait, as he may
consider  appropriatc at the juncture—
because. in view of the (elicate issue, we
would not like to pressurize on the sub-
ject.

SHRI P. V. NARASIMHA RAQ: On
an issue like (this, there are two kinds
of progress—one is the positive progress,
in the sense that we find a solution, or we
find certain lines on which a solution could
be found. We talk.to both the parties.
They agree: and then we take the next
step. That is normally what we under-
stand by a positive kind of progress. But
there is another kind of progress, which
is equally important and equally valuable
to us. More thun one year has passed;
and even now we coatinue our efforts,
with the full cooperation of both the
parties. They have not said that we are
not welcome; they have not said that they
are not going to consider our propotsal.
Proposal after proposal has been placed
befors them and they have considered
these. It is a different matter that neither
of them have found any proposal accept-
able in their own circumstances, That is a
different story altogether. So, the progress
which has been mmintained throughout
these months is the progress of the second
kind in the sense that even now for the
fourth time a visit has taken place, dis-
cussions have taken place. Unfortunately,
I could not go because Parliament is in
session. I had to come back. I have sent
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my Secretury who is dealing with thiy mat-
ter alang with the group, We are expect-
ing fuller reports in a day or two, because
the Secretary had to go to Saudi Arabia
from Iraq. He has not come back. So, I
will be able to take the House into con-
fidence if there is anything to report after
I myself receive the report.

SHRI CHITTA BASU: Recently, the
hoa. Minister in Bahrain made a state-
ment saying that his efforts would be to
reconstitute a non-aligned drive to bring
peace belween Iran and Iraq. Recently,
the Prime Minister of the country has also
mude a statement saying that the dispute
between Iran and Iraq be resolved on the
basis of the United Nations Charter at
the noa-aligned movement. Having regard
10 these desires of the Government on this
subject, may I know from the hon. Minis-
ter whether there has been any effort on
the part of our Government to evolve a
working proposal for the resolution of the
dispute between the two friendly coun-
tries: if so, would he be in a position to
give an indication of the context of that
working group? Recently, you know that
Jran has expressed unequivoéally its oppo-
sition towards holding the Summit, Non-
aligned Summit at Baghdad in Septem-
ber. Does the Government think it desir-
able to suggest the chamge of the venue in
order to ensure thé involvement of Iran
in the peace talks and also in further
dinlogue for the resolution of the dispute?

SHRI P. V. NARASIMHA RAO: 1
cannot see any distinction between a pro-
posal and a working proposal. If a pro-
posal does not work, then it is mot a pro-
posal. So, we have been thinking of seve-
ral proposals, discussing several proposals.
f would not naturally go into details
because that is hardly necessary; and on
a very sensitive matter like this, it is not
good for us to start discussing proposals
here while they have to be discussed else-
where. On the second question, the Sum-
mit m Baghdad is on. It is a decision
taken by the previous Summit at Havana.
So, there is hardly aaything more to bhe
said about it.

SHRI MADHAVRAO SCINDIA: The
recent Jdramatic change in the Tran-Iraq
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situation could prove significant in the
overall context keeping in mind the report
that the Iranian forces have succeeded in
almoslt wiping out the Iraq fourth army.
I would like to know from the hon.
Minister whether there has been a con-
siderable hardening of the Iraniap altitude
as a result; and whether this may prove
10 be a major hurdle in bringimg the two
countries 10 the negotiating table. Con-
versely, may I kpow whether President
Suddam Hussain's speech to the Iraqi Par-
Humcnt on  Sunday, the lith April in
which he said, “Iraq is ready to withdraw
from [ranian territory as of this moment,
but who will provide such guaruntee that
the Iranims will not cross into Iraqi ferri-
tory™, shows a change in the Iragi attitude
conducive to an overall settiement and to
the success of the efforts of the Non-align-
e¢d Committee to bring about a settlement;
and whether this signifies a new ray of
hope; and whether this would encourage
the Non-aligned Commitlee to remew their
flagging spirits and redouble their effort in
bringing about a sctilement of the dispute,

SHRI P. V. NARASIMHA RAQ: If we
consider the number of times we have
visited and the number of meetings we have
had so far, the suggesltion of flagging
spirits would siand  contradicted. Sir,
our proposals—let me assure the House—
are based on merit and not on the fluctu-
ating fortunes of the sides in the battle-
field. It would be a very wrong approach
if we had oriented our proposals to who
i« winping at a particular moment, That
is not our approach at all and rightly so.
If, there have been certain viclories 1o
one side ut a given moment, there could
be one of two consequences; onc the atti-
tude on that side could either hardem or
it may sofien because at a time of victory
there is also the tendency to be magnapi-
mous, and that is what the Group iy try-
ing to bring about by way of a change in
the attitude of the parfies concerned.

So fir as the other side is concerned,
whatever the bon. Member read from the
Statement of President Saddam russain
is mot a new position, it was a position
which we knew about throughout, which
was placed before us even at the time of
our first visit. So, there is nothing new in
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SHRI R. L. BHATIA: We do appre-
ciute the efforts made by the Indian Gov-
crament in resolving this comflict mlong
with the other friends of the non-aligned
countries. May 1 know from the hon.
Minister, what were the points of conflict
which have been resolved and which re-
fait to be resolved by negotiatioms or
further cWorts?

SHRI P V. NARASIMHA RAO: It is
a whole package. It is very difficult for
m= o unpuack the package at the moment.

SHRI KRISHNA CHANDRA HAL-
D#R: 1 want 10 know from the hon. Min-
Mter, whether in the Non-Aligned Group
which is trying to bring about peace bet-
ween Iran and Iraq, a proposal has been
dJiscussed to resolve this conflict, whether
the Government of India has made a pro-
posal that before the discussion takes
rlace, the two countries—Irap and Iraq—
should go bevond their past conflict, to
the line of conflict before the conflict was
sturted. 1 want to know if such a proposal
was made and wnat was the 1eaction Of
frun and lraqg?

SHRI P. V. HARASIMHA RAO: As |
said, it wouil rot be proper to go in*o
the details of the proposals given from
tive to tim», huet eataaliv the aspeet
vh'ch the ron, Member hag referred to
would normally— and naturally—sccar 1o
¢ nyuonz who wan . to formulate a propyal.

MR, SPEAKLER: Shi Ruiesh Kumar
Singh,

SHRI KRISHNA CHANDRA HAL-
DER: Whay is the reaction of Iran and
Trag?

MR. SPEAKER: Shri Rajesh Kumar
Siagh.

Review Committee on Working of

AIIMS New Delhi
+
"713, SHRI RAJESH KUMAR
SINGH:
SHRI RAM VILAS PASWAN:

‘W_ill the Minister of HEALTH AND
FAMILY WELFARE be pleased to state:

(n) whether Govermment have since
ljnkeli decisions on the Report of the
Fmpowered Committee oa the recom-
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mendationg of the Review Committee
appointed o go into the working of All
India Institute of Medical Sciences, New

Delhi; and
(b) if go, the details thereof?

THE MINISTER OF HEALTH AND
FAMILY WELFARE (SHRI B. SHAN-
KARANAND): (a) and (b); The
report of the Empowered Committee is
being examined for arriving at appro-
priate decisions in regard to its various
recommendations.
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The Commiitee fel; that the original
purpose for which they were set up—
Alt India Institute of Medical Sciences
and the Post Graduate Institute, Chandi-
garh, they were set up-=has not been
futfilled. They want teaching at the
undergraduate level to be shifted out and
refresher courses for practising doctors
all over the country to be started.
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