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Minister the percentage of advertise-
ments issued to sma11 newspapers as 
compared to the big newspapers in 
the last one year ? 

SHRI VASANT SATRE : Sir, I 
need a separate notice for it because 
the question of percentage of adver-
tisements does not arise out of the 
present question . But. we are in-
creasing the advertisements being 
given to the small and medium news-
papers but after ll DA VP has to 
keep the criteria of circulation. For 
what do you a dvertise ? It cannot 
be do ne as charily. We have to keep 
the circulation criteria bu t our effort 
is to help the small newspapers. 

SHRl XAVIER ARAK AL : Sir, 
from North Eastern region I am 
moving to Southern region. The 
K erala N ewspaper AssociHtion has 
represented to th e Government and 
in fact, given a memorand um con-
taining the fo llowing points : 

1. Enhance the basic contract 
rate of small and medium 
newspapers introd ucing a new 
rationale- correspond ing to 
the co t of U nit production-

2. All t more quantum of DAVP 
advertisements to Sma ll and 
Medium new papers-

3. M ake public undertakings and 
corporations issue their adver-
tisements to small and medium 
newspapers obligatory-

4. Make low-interest working 
capi tal available to Small and 
Medium newspapers-

! would like to know what steps 
the Government is taking in respect 
of these points . 

SHRI VASANT SAT HE : Sir, as 
to the last point the F inance Ministry 
and the Reserve Bank have already 
agreed to treat the small scale news-
papers at par wi th other mall scale 
industries for financial assistance. 
As far as allocation of newsprint is 
concerned we have already established 
depots. Uptil now the greatest pro-
blem of the small newspapers was 

!hat they were ~ot getting newsprint 
tn loose quantity. N ow, we have 
made available that facil ity. turther,' 
they had to go over to Bombay, 
Madras or to the big centres to take 
small quantities. So, we have star ted 
regional depots. 1 his is another 
major step that we have taken to 
help the sma1I scale newspapers. As 
far as advertisements a re con cern d, 
Sir, I have just now stated the criteria 
being fo1lowed. , Even in that we 
will see that small sea le new papers 
get advertisements. 1 am keen that 
small scale newspapers get advertLe -
ments. 

SHRI KRISHNA CHANDRA 
HALDER : Sir, small newspapers 
especially regional dai ly and weekly 
newspapers do not get sufficient ad· 
vertisements from DA VP and other 
concerns. In view of this I would 
like to know fr m the Hon. Minister 
whethe~ bis M inistry will suppJy 
newsprmt at subsid ised rate to the 
regionaJ daily and weekly news-
paper~ ? 

SH.RI VAS ANT SA T HE : Sir, 
there is no q uestion of supplying 
newsprint at subsi ised ra tes. Rate ' 
is the same for all. As fa r a lan-
guage newspapers a re concerned one 
of the biggest fa ci lity that we have 
given to them is that we have allowed 
them to raise their advertisement 
rates. and bring tl .em at par with 
;English_ language newspapers . 1 his 
is the biggest help that we have given 
to the regional language newspapers. 

Closure of Heavy Water Plant at 
Nangal 

*24. PROF. AJIT KUMAR 
MEHTA: 

SH.RIMA TI JAYANl I PAT· 
N AlK : 

Will the Mi nister of PETRO-
LEUM, CHEMICALS AND FER· 
TILIZERS be pleased to sta te : , 

(a) whether it is a fact that the 
National Fertilizers Limited has been 
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incurring heavy losses due to the 
closure of the Heavy Water Plant at 
Nangal ; and 

(b) if So, details thereof stating 
the extent of loss suffered by the NFL 
till date both financially and in the 
Production of heavy water and its 
resultant effect on the Atomic Power 
Plan ts _using the heavy water ? 

THE MINISTER OF PETROLE-
UM, CHEMICALS AND FERTILI-
ZERS (SHRl P. SHIV SHANKAR): 
(a) and (b). Production of Heavy 
Water at the Nangal Plant of Natio-
nal Fertilizers Limited has suffered on 
account of the power cuts imposed 
on the plant since the middle of 
September, 1981. The estimated loss 
of production during the period 
16-9-1981 to 31-1-1982 is 4528 Kilo-
grams of heavy water valued at about 
Rs. 72.45 lakhs. 

Since the production of heavy water 
in the country is at present not ade-
quate to meet the existing and envisa-
ged nuclear power programme of 
the country the shortfall in the pro-
duction of Heavy Water at Nangal 
will have a bearing on the nuclear 
power programme. 
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If so details thereof stating the 
extent of loss suffered by NFL till 
date both financially and in the 
production of heavy water. 
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SHRI P. smv SHANKAR : J 
am sorry that the Hon. Member feels 
that I have not replied myself to 
the question that has been posed. 

The question that was posed was 
whether they were incurring heavy 
losses due to the closure of the 
Heavy Water Plant. Because of the 
closure of the Heavy Water Plant, 
was there any loss which was 
suffered ? That was the que:>tion 
which was put. Aud part (b) deals 
with the details of those losses. 1 hut 
is why I answered it by saying this. 

MR. SPEAKER : Financial loss 
suffered by the Nangal Plant. 

PROF. AJIT KUMAR MEHTA : 
Loss suffered by the NFL till date, 
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both financially and in the produc-
tion of heavy water. Please read my 
questi on. 

M R. SPEAKER : lt was a ques-
tion of mi sinterpretation ! 

SHRI P. SHlV SHANK.AR : You 
have no doubt referred to the loss 
suffered by NFL. But you have 
referred to the non-production of 
heavy water even in question part 
(b ). You are forgetting that part 
of it. That is why I had to give 
that answer. I am sure if the ampli-
tude of the question is taken. 

PROF. AJITKUMAR MEHTA: 
You are taking ad vantage of techni-
calities. 

SHRI P. SHIV SHANKAR: No. 
no. 1 am not taking that advantage. 
1 am .no more in the Law Ministry 
to take aclvantage of the techni-
calities . 

PROF. MADHUDANDAVATE: 
He ha admitted that he was doing 
it in the Law Ministry. 

SHRl HARIKESH BAHADUR : 
Your Ministry is also a highly tech-
nical M inistry. You can very easily 
d(\ it. 

SHRl P. SHIV SHANKAR : 
]_ aw M ini rry js a highly technical 
Ministry on the question of inter-
pretat ion. My .Hon. friends, renow-
ned law yers itting there, would bear 
wi th me. (Interruption.\) . 
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SHRI P. SHIV SHANK.AR : I 
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loss due to the closure. Now, my 
Hon. friend has asked the question 
regarding the heavy water import 
and the financial implications of that 
import. I am sorry I require a 
soparate question for this because it 
is the Department of Atomic Energy 
which deals with this question and 
I have -nothing to do with it. I 
would request the Hon. Member to 
put a separate question so that an 
answer cou1d be rendered. 
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"the shortfall in the production of 
Heavy Water at Nangal wi11 have a 
bearing on the nuclear power pro-
gramme." 
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SHRI P. SHIV SHANKAR : Sir, 
I agree with the suggestion of the 
Hon. Member that there should be 
more producti n of heavy water. 

he H on. Mern bcr was referring to 
the present position of the electric 
supply for the purpose of the heavy 
water. I m ay bring to the notice of 
the Hou e one po int that as on to-
day the electricity supply varies 
between 45 mega watts and 60 mega-
watts and, of course, the production 
is very little. If the figures are to 
be given, l must say that it only dis-
closes a little le ser figure. 
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So far as the capacity is concern-
ed, this plant was built with a capa-
city of 14,l !O kilograms per annum 
a_nd the electricity power consump· 
tion was 164 megawatts. I do feel 
that b cause of the e ectticity cut 
tr' d J"Ll nino 

far as heavy water production is 
concerned. 

MR SPEAKER : This has taken 
too long. (Interruptions) 

SHRI P. SHlV SHANKAR : I 
do not think, I have to add anything 
more to what I have already said. 

SHRIMATI JA YANTI PAT-
N AIK : The difference in the estimate 
of loss as given in the press and that 
given by the Government is very 
wide. 1 he press says that the Joss 
is about six crores including the loss 
in Urea and CAN Fertilizer, whereas 
the Government says that it is only 
72.45 lakhs for heavy water alone. 
Whatever it be, the fact remains that 
the plant is b eing shut down fre-
quently and this has damaged the 
machinery and the press says that the 
situation is very · bad. I would, 
therefore, like to know by what time 
the no rmal power supply will be 
resumed and whether the Govern-
ment propose to ensure that power 
supply to this p lant is not dependent 
on oth~r users. Further, has the 
damage to machinery actual taken 
place, and if so, the extent of it and 
what is being done to repair the 
same ? 

SHRI P. SHIV SHANKAR : 
Whatever the press report might be, 
my answer was only with reference 
to the losses that we have been suffe-
ring for the closure of the Heavy 
Water Plant. 1 hat was the question, 
as a result of which I gave the ans-
wer. The question did not relate to 
the fertilizer plant and the losses 
suffered by it. 

With reference to the question as 
to what steps have been taken to 
ensur~ .the continuous supply of 
elect~1c1ty, I can only go with a· 
begging bowl to the Electricity 
Department for this p urpose . I 
cannot help it. On my part, I have 
o~tr been impressing upon the Elec-i 
tr1c1ty Board for the contiou 
uppl)' 0 1oetriQit I 




