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Kerosen* Quota for West Bengal

*333 SHRI HANNANMOLLAH
Will the Minister of PETROLEUM, CHE-
MICALS AND FERTILIZERS be pleased
to lay a statement showing

(a) the quota of kerosene for the State
of West Bengal during the last one year,
month-wise, upto date and quantity
aupplied during this period;

(b) if it has been reduced, the reasons
therefor;

(c) the demands of kerosene for the curr-
ent year; and

(d) whether Government propose to
increase the supply according to the needs
of the State ?
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THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE
MINISTRY OF PETROLEUM, CHEMI-
CALS AND FERTILIZERS (SHRI
DALBIR SINGH): (a) to (d). A statement
giving the requisite information is laid
on the table of the Sabha.

Statement

(a) Details of kerosene allocations made
from September, 1980 to August, 1981 and
sales of the product for the period Septem-
ber, 1980 to July, 1981 relating to West
Bengal are as under

Figures in tonnes

Month Alloca- Sales
tion
September, 1980 . 34>i° 32,702

October, 1980 j . 33>3°° 34.559

November, 1980 . 34.830 33.%88
December, 1980 . 34.450 31.873
January, 1981 . . 34.400 35.802

February, 1981 30.500 32.556

March, 1981 . . 33.J00 33.701
April, 1981 . . 33.400 33,274
May, 1981 . . 36,200 34,241
June, 1981 34,000 32,948
July, 1981 . . 29,800 32,292
(Provisi-
onal)
August, 1981 . . 30,800 Not
available

398,880 367.136

The total allocation  for these twelve
months exceeds the allocation in the pre-
vious twelve months by 25,945 tonnes. The
total sales for the above eleven months
exceed the sales in the previous eleven
months by 33,005 tonnes.

(b) Does notarise as indicated in para (a).

(¢) The Government of West Bengal
has recently indicated a demand for
34,000metric tonnes per months.

(d) For September and October, 1981
the allocation is 34,000 metric tonnes per
months.
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S'TU HVN'UN NOLWi: t'l V *
Bi.ijvl, 16 essential comnodities arc
(1 itribited th.’oaj’ the pablic distribution
system and kerosene is one of them. The
domestic and industrial consumption of
kerosene is about 52,000 tonnes. But
the allocation never crossed 34,000 tonnes.
May 1 kn:>w the criteria for allocat:on
oT kerosene to various States, iucluding
West Bengal ?

TH4 MINISTER. OF PETROLEUM,
CHSMICALS AND FERTILIZERS (SH-
RI P.O. SETHI): Tne criterion is that we
normally allocate 5% more than what
was consumed last year in the same month.
Taj igar-s 0f 54,000 mentioned by the hon.
member seems to bo on the very high side.
I have git the figures of allocations and
sales for West Bengal. In September, 1980
the allocation was 34,100 tonnes but the
sales were only 32,702 tonnes. In April,
1931 the allocation was 33,400 tonnes but
the sales were 33,274 tonnes. It was only
in May that the allocation was 36,200
because the State Government had asked
for a special allocation, but the lifting was
only about 34,000 tonnes. In August, when
the Cnief Minister and the State Govern-
ment wrote to us, we gave them an ad hoc
allotment of 1000 tonnes. Henceforth, from
September onwards we are giving them
34,000 tonnes, which the State Government
has indicated.

SHU H YNNAN MOLLAH: In 1980
the allocation was 34,000 MT. Tf it is in-
creased by 5 per cent, this year it should
be 35,700 MT. But for this month the
allocation has been 34,000 MT. May 1
request the hon. Minister to consider it
and agree to increase the allocation to
35,700 M T?

SHS.I P. G. S2THI: We have always
blJen cj.uiderate in this m itter. Unfortunate-
ly, th: supply ofkerosene has to be mon>-
tored carefully because it is in short supply
and we ha/e to import it. Became of the
p:ice differential between HSD
and kirojeae, there are complamts from
many places that kerosene’s being mixed
with HSD. Tnerefore, the companies and
the State Governments have to be vigilant.
However, as far as West Bengal is concer-
ned, we have never refused them any ad
hoc extra allotment whenever they have
asked for it. If you see the figure of April—
July, 1981 you will find that against 5-8
per centextra allotment, we have supplied
14 6 pjr cent extra, over previous year.

SHRI INDRAJIT GUPTA: The figures
w’lich he has given are for the allocations
every mjnth. When he says that they have
to miaitor very carefully the d stribution
and supply ofkerosene, what is the process
ofensuring or seeing to it that these alloca-
tion figures are actually the figures wHch
have b?en supplied and received by them
because these are figures of qu >tas and
they do not necessarily represent the quan-
tities received for distribution ?
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In Gilcatta city and in other c»t»fs also
it is found that in spite of these allocations,
the people are put to extreme difficulty in
getting kerosene. There are long queues
standing before all the kerosene shops.
Sometimes, the shopkeepers have to say
that they have got no more stock. [
agree w!th him that a part of kerosene is
probably being diverted for adulteration
purposes with diesel. There froe, the whole
thing should oc treated as a composite
problem. What steps the Government
proposes to take to »ee that

(a, these allocated quotas are actually
suppl'ed and reach the distribution
point;

(b) a portion of this kerosene is not
divested for the purpose of adultering
with diesel oil ?

SHRI P.C. SETHI : As far as supply
from the Centre is concerned, we allocate
to the State Government. Not it is through
various agents appoined in the district
headquarters and other points that kero-
sene is being distributed throughout the
State.

MR. SPEAKER : Cannot you use some
dye ?

SHRI P.C. SETHI : It has been tried
reviously but no successful results
ave come.

A« far as the allocation and actual
supply are concerned, I agree with the
hon. Member that the allocation and
physical lifting have to match. And the
figures which I have got, clearly indicate
that. For example, in the month of Oc-
tober, 1980 33,300 M T was allocated. But
actual lifting and the sales were 34559
MT. Therefore, unless there is some
trouble, the supplies normally reach.

Regarding monitoring and vigilance,
both the companies and the Stae Govern-
ment have got official machinery to check,
take samples and sec whither any mixing
is being done.

SHRI SOMNATH CHATTERIJEE
The hon. Minister stated that they have got
a policy, according to which they are
trying to give 5 per cent more, compared to
the corresponding months of the previous
year, In August 1980 the allocation was
34,100 metric tonnes. But in August 1981,
instead of an increase of 5 per ecnt, it went
down from 34,100 to 30,800 metric tonnes.
Tner-fore, there is a gap of 3,300, as
compared to the allocation or the corres-
ponding month in the previous year.
Instead of any increase, there is actually
a shortfall of 3,300 metric tonnes. Will the
hon. Minister kindly consider making this
quantity available in the coming months
of September and October, which are
festival months, when there is a great need
for kerosene ?
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SHRI P.C. SETHI : I have got a letter
from the Chief Minister, where he has
stated that their requirement would be
round about 35,000 to 36,000 metric
tonnes in the next two months. However,
he was pleased to say that the allocation of
34,000 metric tonnes would suffice. There-
fore, for the months of September &
October 1981 we have made an allocation
0f34,000 metric tonnes. If there is further
demand, we will make some ad hoc allot-
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(c) whether it is a fact that the prices of
urea have been increased in July-August,
1981 and if so, the dates on which prices
thereof were increased and to what extent;
and

(d) whether it is also a fact that at
the time of increasing the prices thereof,
the factories had huge stock? of urea and
naptha and if so, the details thereof In
respect of each factory ?
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GOYAL : Will the Minister of PETROL-
EUM, CHEMICALS AND FERTILI- | 1
ZERa be pleased to lay a statement
sh owing : (*r) 10 “rrf, 1981 dft sjtptr
(a) the present monthly production of
urea fertilizer in the country, (factory- to sfrc %
wise); %t'-*r % <f* ~ {Fifo qft
(b) the quantity of naptha used in the .
production of this urea; srrAsr-1II1 if T/ rkr w | 1
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