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THE MINISTER OF STATE IN 
'THE MINISTRY OF HOME AFFAIRS 
(SHRI YOGlpfDRA MAKWANA): 
(a) to (ci-!:' overnment of West Ben-
gal have equested fOr financial as-" 
sistance meet the expenditure in.-
curred by them for providing tempo-
rary shelter and relief to persons who 
left Assam as a result of the agitation 
on foreigner's issue. According to 
them about Rs. 34 lakhs have been 
L'lcurrcd up to December 6, 1980. The 
request of West Bengal Government 
is under consideration. 

Shortage Of paper 

·415. SHRI CHANGUR RAM' 

SHRI RASHEED MASOOD: 

Will the Mmister of INDUSTRY be 
pleasE'd to state: 

(a) whether Government are aware 
of the acute shortage of paper in the 
country; 

(b) if so, the s.'1ortfaU m the indi-
genous production of paper, if any, 
during 1980 as against the installed 
capacity stating the reasons therefor; 

(c) the gap between the demand 
and supply anticipated during 1981; 

(d) whether there has been any 
slippage in the import scheduling pro-
gramme during 1980 causing scarcity 
of paper; if so, details thereOf stating 
the reasons therefor; 

(e) if so, the gap between the de-
mana and supply of paper during 
1980 as against the gap during the 
year 1979; and 

(f) the manner in which Govern-
ment propose to meet the demand ot 
paper during the year 1981? 

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN 
THE MINISTRY OF INDUSTRY 
(SURI CHARANJIT CHANANA): 
Ca) and (b). The domestic produc-
tion of paper and paper board during 
the year 1980 was about 10.80 lakh 

tondes as apinst an matalled capa-
city of 15.38 lakh tonnes. The util-
sation of capacity was adverselY 
aftected due to shortage of pow ~r. 
bottlenecks in wagon movement, and 
inadequate availability of coal. There 
was a gap of about 70,000 ton ... 1es bet-
ween demand and supply of paper in 
1980, which was met by imports, and 
consequently there is no shortage of 
paper in the country at present. 

(c) As on 1st January, 1981, the, 
installed capacity for production of 
papcr and paper board was 16.57 lakh 
tonnes. With the expected improve--
ments in power jlnd coal supplies, 
capacity utilisati'on is expected to 
reach a level where the production is 
adequate to meet the demand. 

(d) Imports have been arranged 
according to requirements from time 
to tlme. 

(e) There was a gap about 70,000 
tonn.es between demand and supply of 
paper in 1980, and the position was 
nearly the same as in 1979. 

(f) ThE" domestic production is 
expected to be adequatc to meet the 
demand for paper. However, the 
position would be reviewed from time 
to time and imports would be resort-
ed to, jf necessary. 
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