
LOK SABHA DEBATES 

LOK SABHA 

Tuesday. March 3, 1981/ Phalauna 12, 
1902 (Saka) 

The Lok Sabha met at Eleven of the 

Clock 

[MR. SPEAKER in the Chair] 

ORAL ANSWERS TO QUESTIONS 

Deep Coal Mining Programme 

+ 
*207. SHRI CHINTAMANI JENA: 

SHRI RAJNATH SONKAR 
SHASTRI: 

Will the Minister of ENERGY be 
pleased to state: 

(a) what are the details regarding 
the plan, if any, in regard to the 
deep coal mining programmes of the 
Government; 

(b) whether Government have 
considered their plan for quality con-
trol and setting up of coal handling 
plants at pit-heads to improve qua-
lity of coal made available to power 
plants; and 

(c) it so, the details regarding the 
plan Of Government in this regard? 

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN 
THE MINISTRY OF ENERGY (SHaI 
VIKRAlII MAHAJAN): (a) The 
Coal Industry proposes to increase 
prociuct.ion of coal from underground 
mines from about 79 MT in 1980-81 to 
about 96 MT in 1184-85. 

(b) Yes, Sir. 
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(c) During the VIth Plan period 
11 coal washeries and 66 coal handl-
ing plants are to be taken up for 
construction. 
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SHRI KAMAL NATH; The hon, 
Minister has given some very encou-
raging figures. Do these figures re-
late only to deep mines? Or do they 
also belong to open cast mines? 

SHRI VIKRAM MAHAJAN; These 
figures relate to deep mines only. At 
present, there are 343 mines under 
Coal India and 57 under SCCL. Of 
them the open cast mines are 65 
and 3. For 1980-85, the proposed 
number of additional open cast mines 
is 85 under ClL and 4 under SCCL. 
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THE MINISTER OF STATE IN 
THE MINISTRY OF ENERGY (SHRlI 
VIKRAM MAHAJAN): (a) to (c). 

A statement is laid On the Table of 
the House. 

statement 

(a) The Government is aware of 
this news item. Nonnally, industrial 




