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captioned “New Service needed to
save H im alayas” appearing in the 
Times of India, New Delhi dated 21 
July, 1981 which highlights the prob-
lem of silting of Dams and the need 
for soil conservation measures;

(b) the reaction of Government 
thereto; and

(c) what are the soil conservation 
measures "being taken in this regard?

THE MINISTER OF AGRICUL-
TURE AND RURAL RECONSTRUC-
TION AND IRRIGATON AND CIVIL 
SUPPLIES (RAO BIRENDRA 
SINGH): (a) Yes, Sir.

(b) Government is concerned about 
the serious problem of soil erosion 
and land degradation in the hill areas 
resulting in siltation of reservoirs and 
recurring floods. To meet the problem, 
special emphasis is being laid on pro-
grammes of soil and water conserva-
tion, protection of the environment and 
afforestation.

(c) The following important sche-
mes are being implemented with Cen-
tral assistance:

(i> In order to conserve and 
restore the Himalayan eco-system 
a Centrally Sponsored Scheme cal-
led “Soil, W ater. and Tree Conser-
vation in the Himalayas” is in 
operation since the Fifth Plan.

(ii) To reduce siltation of reser-
voirs and degradation of their 
catchments, a Centrally—Sponsored 
Scheme called “Scheme of Soil Con-
servation in the Catchments of Ri-
ver Valley Projects” is in operation 
since the Third Plan.

(iii) To check the hazards of re-
curring floods and sedimentation 
and to increase the retention capa-
city of the watersheds, a Centrally 
—Sponsored Scheme of “Integrated 
Watershed Management in the Cat-
chments of Floodprone Rivers of the 
Indo-Gangetic Basin” has been 
launched during 1980-81.

(iv) For controlling shifting cul-
tivation in the hill areas of the

North-East, a Central Sector Scheme
is in operation since the Fifth Plan.

In the State Sector, the concerned 
States are taking soil conservation 
measures under their own schemes) 
programmes.

Recently, the Central Department of 
Environment has set up a National 
Eco-Development Board with the main 
objective of identifying the Critical 
eco-systems in the country, specially 
in hilly region, and for preparing ope-
rational blueprints of projects for eco-
logical preservation in an integrate! 
manner. In close collaboration/consul-
tation with the State Governments, 
the Board will adopt a multipronged 
approach, which will Include constitu-
tion of Eco-development Task Forces 
drawn from ex-servicemen and orga-
nising Eco-development Camps for en-
listing the support of the youth force.

SHRI R. L. BHATIA: Sir, the dams 
in Himalayas are the result of our 
collective effort, but management ol 
water is posing a very big problem 
to the country. This problem is “assum-
ing very large proportions with the 
result that all the estimates of the 
engineers have proved wrong. For 
instance the Ram Ganga Dam is now 
silting at the rate of 450 per cent 
above the estimates which the engi-
neers provided. Similarly, in respect 
of Sharda Sagar Dam, the silting is 
at the rate of more than 200 per cent 
above the estimated design rate of 
the engineers. And similarly, in 
Bhakra Dam we are finding this pro-
blem which is assuming a very large 
proportion. I would like to know from 
the hon. Minister what is the co-ordi-
nated effort which has been made by 
all the agencies quoted in his long 
statement? What is its result?. We 
must know the results because the 
problem is very serious and all the 
attempts of the engineers have failed. 
It is a national problem.

RAO BIRENDRA SINGH: There is 
co-ordinatJon among all these agen-
cies which I have mentioned plus 
other agencies which I have not men-
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tioned. They are all working towards 
the end to reduce the rate of siltation. 
It can be said that the rate of silta-
tion has increased as the hon. Member 
has stated on account of deforesta-
tion and denudation of our hills and 
degradation of our forest areas in the 
catchment regions. But we are trying 
to look after the problem through va-
rious ways. Recently as the hon.
Members are aware we have been
very strict about conversion of forest 
land into non-forestry purposes. We 
are also planning to impose more res-
trictions through another comprehen-
sive Bill which we are thinking of so 
that soil conservation is more effec-
tively tackled.

SHRI R. L. BHATIA; Will the 
G o v e r n m e n t  consider of setting up 
of mini-reservoirs at the highest leveis 
of Himalayas and also let us know 
whether there is any national policy 
of afforestation? States are also doing 
the same thing. Is there any 
co-ordination, between the Govern-
ment of India and the States in this 
matter?. Are you building mini re-
servoirs at the heighest level of
10,000 ft?

RAO BIRENDRA SINGH: There
is complete co-ordination in the mat-
ter of afforestation between the States 
and the Centre because the policies 
of the Government of India are im-
plemented through the States. As 
the House very well knows the Prime 
Minister is very keen on afforesta-
tion. The States have been asked 
again and again to revise upwards 
their targets for plantation of trees— 
not only plantation but protection of 
trees. Larger sums are being allocat-
ed even outside1 Isndia in the catch-
ment areas of the rivers which are 
tributaries to the Ganga. For inst-
ance we have taken up work in Nepal 
tihe afforestation work thrugh His 
Majestay’s Government of Nepal.

I do not understand what the hon. 
Member means by saying ‘constrdc 
tion of reservoir in the higher regions 
of Himalayas’. Unlees he specifies 
the areas I am not able to reply.

SHRI R. L. BHATIA; My point 
was at the height of io,000 ft.

MR. SPEAKER: There is the ques-
tion of feasibility.

SHRI R. L. BHATIA; I have given 
the names of three dams and the re-
servoirs.

SHRI P. NAMGYAL: For soil con-
servation we have to have the co-
operation of the hilly people*, especi-
ally people living in the areas of 
Himalayas, Shri Sunder Lai Bahu- 
guna a social worker has been travel-
ling through Himalayas—from Kash-
mir to NEFA, for t h e  last couple of 
years. He has been educating people 
in those areas to protect forests and 
about the falling of trees through his 
“chipko” slogan. Does the Govern-
ment propose to encourage such peo-
ple who are doing veTy good social 
service to this country by which 
there can be soil conservation and 
preservation of trees and save the 
country from t h e  present seeming 
disaster?

RAO BIRENDRA SINGH; The Qo- 
vernment greatly appreciates the ef-
forts of people like Mr. Sunder Lai 
Bahuguna. Apart from that, Govern-
ment’s own agencies are working to-
wards the' achievement of the same 
objectives.

MR. SPEAKER: Shri Ram Gopal
Reddy.

SOME HON. MEMBERS; He is 
not in the list.

MR. SPEAKER; He is taking very 
keen interest like Mr. Bhatia.
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