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SHR] MALLIKARJUN: It is true
that no new railway line hag been
constructed in the Rayalaseema area
in the recent past. In the state-
ment I have referred to the
execution of work going on there.
So far as new railway lines are
concerned, at the moment there are
four surveys in the Rayalageema area.
One survey has been completed. It will
be examined. Subject to clearance from
the Planning Commission, these lines
will be taken up as new constructions.
So far as the other part of the question
of the hon. Member is concerned, sur-
veys are conducted periodically, Even
before independence such surveys
have been conducted. Surveys on the
present situation are taken up off and
on. At the moment, four surveys are
on hand.

SHRI K. OBUL REDDY: Is there a
proposal with the Government to con-
nect al] State capitals with broad-
gauge lines? If so, when will there be
a broad-gauge line between Bangalore
and Hyderabad, the two State capitals?

SHRI MALLIKARJUN: At the mo-
ment it is not possible fo say when
Bangalore and Hyderabad would be
connected by broad-gauge line. Alrea-
dy, work is going on from Bangalore
to Guntakal. From Guntakal to Hydera-
Ead there is already B. G. line via
Wadi. At the moment it is not possible
to connect Bangalore and Hyderabad.

SHRI DARUR PULLAIAH: Sir, 1
would like to know from the hon.
Minister whether the Government will
consider survey of new railway lines
in the backward area o! Rayalaseema
from Gunkatal to Tumkur via Urava-
konda and Kalyandurg and whether
the Government is going to start work
on the new railway line from Bellary
1o Chittaldurg via Rayadurg,

SHRI MALLIKARJUN: So far as
the line from Bellary to Rayadurg is
concerned, already the survey for
conversion of the line intobroad
gauge is there, but so far as the new
line from Guntakal to¢ Tumkur is
concerned, itigamttm-tobe exa-
mined and I cannot commit myself
to the House.
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SHRI DARUR PULLAIAH: Sir, he
did not say about Rayadurg and
Chittaldurg,

SHRI MALLIKARJUN: Sir, it is be-
fore the Planning Commission.

Robbery in Toofan Express on 2nd
March, 1981.

*647. SHRI SATYENDRA NARAIN
SINHA: Will the Minister of RAIL-
WAYS be pleased to state:

(a) whether the Toofan Express was
robbed between Barhaiya and Moka-
meh stations on March 2, 1981;

(b) if so, the details thereof; and

(¢) whether the victims received any
help from the Railways afier the inci-
dent?

THE DEPUTY MINISTER IN THE
MINISTRY OF RAILWAYS AND IN
THE DEPARTMENT OF PARLIAMEN-
TARY AFFAIRS (SHRI MALLIKAR-
JUN): (a) to (c). A statement is laid
on the Table of the House,

Statement

(a) to (c). Yes, Sir. On 2-3-1981
at about 18.38 hrs. while 7 Up (How-
rah-Delhi Toofan Express) was starting
from Barhaiya Station about 14/15 per-
sons entered Coach No. ER 4571 and
started looting passengers of the com-
pariment at the point of country-made
pistols and knives. They snatched cash,
wrist watches, ornaments, suitcases, etc.
worth about Rs. 20,000/- from about
20 passengers. 16 passengers including
a Bihar Military Palice Constable apd
the TTE on duty were injured by the
miscreants, After looting the passen-
gers, the miscreants stopped the train
by puliing alarm chain between Hatidah
and Tal Janction stations and fled
away with the looted property.

On arrival of the train at Mokameh
Junction Station at about 10.10 hrs.,
all the injured persons were given first
aid by the Assistant Divisional Medi-
ca] Officer of the Eastern Railway,
Mokameh.

No compensation is paid as per rules

by Railways to passengers for loss
suffered by them in such crimes.
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" Government Railway Police, Moka-
meh regigtered case No. 12(3)81 dated
2-3.81 under section 395 IPC, As a re-
sult of the efforts of the Police, looted
property worth about Rs. 10,000/~ could
be recovered and 10 culprits have been
arrested. Police investigations are con-
tinuing. The Deputy Inspector Gene-
ral (Railways), Bihar and Superinten-
dent Railway Police, Jamalpur visited
Barhaiya promptly and personally
supervised the investigations.

SHRI SATYENDRA NARAIN SIN-
HA: Sir, may I know if there are
police escorts on the trains and if so,
what action did the Government take
to prevent robbery being committed?

SHRI MALLIKARJUN: It is a mis-
fortune that dacoities and robberies
have been committed on trains and
particularly on the section on which
Toofan Express runs. And when the
dacoity was committed, Rs. 20,000
worth of grticles were robbed, but
the Government very keenly acted and
nearly Rs. 10,000 worth of articles....

SHRI SATYENDRA NARAIN SINHA:
Sir, it is not my question.

SHR] MALLIKARJUN: I am just
coming to it. Since it is a sensitive
issue, I am just coming with a back-
ground to what steps the Government
is taking. The Government is taking
effective steps to see that dacoity
and robbery are not committed on
trains and the steps which they are
takiog at the moment are escorting of
important passenger traifis at night by
armed guards of C.R.P. of the con-
cerned State Governments, patrolling
at stations, platformg and waiting
halls, surveillance over criminals and
bad characters....

(Interruptions)

SHRI SATYENDRA NARAIN SINHA:
My question is specific. I am not ask-
ing what steps the Government is tak-
ing. 1 only wanted to know whether
there was armed police escort in the
train or not on that particular day and
and if so, what action did they take
to prevent robbery being committed.
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SHRI MALLIKARJUN: That is what
I have been saying, but the hon. Mem-
ber did not allow me to complete it.
On that particular day when the da-
coity was committed, at Mokameh
Junction, our police dog squad was
also brought inlo operation and our
railway police also came into opera-
tion. That is how . . . .

(Interruptions)
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THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE
MINISTRY OF RAILWAYS (SHRI
C. K. JAFFAR SHARIEF): There were
5 persons, unarmed conslables belong-
ing to GRP, who were escorting that
train. One of the constables received
injuries when he got into scuffle with
them, the other four were in different
compartments, After the train moved
from the station, this robbery took
place and subsequently when it reached
the Mokameh station, they pulled the
chain and run away. Subsequently the
police investigated, they arrested the
culprits and the recoveries were being
done,

SHR] SATYENDRA NARAIN SINHA:
In view of the fact that a robbery has
been committed on this very tran on
17th of February, was it not necessary
for the Government to post armed
poliee personnel to escort that train?

SHR] C. K. JAFFER SHARIEF: 1
have already said that there were
police escorts on that.

MR. SPEAKER: Were they armed?

SHRI C. K. JAFFER SHARIEF; Un-
fortunately that happened and we
have taken care to see that all the
trains which are run at night time are
escorted both by R.P.F. and G.R.P.

MR. SPEAKER: Armed also.

SHRI C. K. JAFFER SHARIEF:
Armed and un-armed both.
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Transport System in the Capital

*648. SHRI JAGDISH TYTLER:
Will the Minister of SHIPPING ANDx
TRANSPORT be pleased to state:

(a) whether the traffic conditions in
Delhi are becoming chaotic due to
the continued negligence of the trans-
port system in the capital; and

(b) if so, the measures under con-
templation by Government to rectify
and ease the situation?

THE MINISTER OF SHIPPING AND
TRANSPORT (SHRI VEERENDRA
PATIL): (a) No Sir. However, there
are problems of congestion in some
areas particularly within the walled
city.





