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WRITTEN ANSWF.RS TO QUESTIONS 

Price of Soda Ash 

*31'0. SHRr I,. S. TUR: 
SHRI NITY ANANDA MISRA: 

Will the Minister of PETROLEUM~ 
CHEMICALS AND FERTILIZERS bl! 
pleased to state: 

(a) whether it is a fact thHt the 
price of soda ash has recorded hundred 
per cent increase in r!~cent day!:): and 

(Ib) if sO what steps Gover: 'ment 
" 

have taken or propose to take ia this 
regard? 

THE MINISTER OF PETRO'LEUM~ 
CHEMICALS AND FERTILIZE.RS 
(SHRI P. C. SETHI): (a) There are .. 
four manufacturers of Soda Ash in the 
coun.try and their ex .. works price-
(bulk) fOr different varieties of Soda 
ASh as On 1 ... 4-80 and 1-9-80,. as gather-
ed from them and the percentage in-
crease during the period 1-4 .. 80 to 
1-9_80 is as given below:- ' ---------------------_._---

Quality Name ofth(~ Manufacturer 

.. _ ........ __ .. ,,' ......... ----_ .. - - .. -.. -._,._-_--_._----
.LIGlff MIs Tata Clu~micals, Mithapur, Gujarat. 

M!~ S·.luraihtra Chem:c:.\{s, Porb:.\nuer Gujarat . 
Mis Dharangadhra Chemicals Works Ltd., -
Dhrangadhm 

MIs. New Centra.1Jute Mills Co. Ltd., Varansi. 
:MEDIUM MIs. Tata Chemicals 

Dense Mis. Tata Chemicals. . 
MIs. SlurashtraChcmicals Ltd. 

Ex .. Work., price 
Rs./Tonne 

1-4-00 

l~Bo'oo 

14.50' 0:) 

1555'00 
1850 '00 

1340 00 

1400 '00 

154°'00 

(blllk) ~)(~rcentage 
lUCre~.f,se 

1 .. 9-Bu ---.... --.. ~ .. ~'''-
158o 'ou :.!3'44 
16::)0· O~) 

"'~ 1675' 00 9 ; 
~100'OO 13' ~ ~, 
1640 '00 22'39 

17(X)' 00 21.43 
1090 .00 9'74 
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(b) The manufacturers" prices of (v) A Standing Committee: hat 

Soda Ash have increased essentially been set up to teview periodi.-
on, account of increases in the cost of cally the distribution and. 
inputs. There is no statutory control availability of Soda Ash. 
over the price and distribution of Soda 
Ash. However, with a view to im-
proving the availability of SOda Ash, 
the following measures have been 
taken by the Government: 

(i) Guidelines ha.ve been issued 
to ensure that actual indus-
trial cOnsumers get at least the 
quantity received by them 
during the Calendar year 1977 
when there was no shortage. 

(ii) The import of Soda Ash has 
been permitted to all indus-
trial consumers under Open 
General Licencel (OGL) with 
effect from 14th January, 1979. 
As the International price is 
high, the customs duty on im-
ports has been reduced from 
75% to 5 % in case of dense 
and 35 % in case of light soda 
ash so as to make· the price of 
imported Soda Ash compar_ 
able with indigenoUs prices. 

(iii) In. order to help small scale 
industri8ll units, 19,100 tonnes 
of Soda Ash light were im-

ported by the State Chemicals 
and Pharmaceuticals Corpo-
ration of India (ePC) during 
the year 1979_80 and distlribut-
'ed mainly to small scale units 
,and state Units both direct 
and through State Govern-
ment Organisations. This year 
also it has ibeen decided to 
import 20,000 tonnes of Soda 
Ash through CPC to supple-
ment indigenous production. 

(iv) To protect the interest of 
small users like house-wives 
and Dhobies, the manufactu-
rers, arrangements haVe been 
made fOr the SUPPly of about 
1000 tonnes of Soda Ash per 
month to the National Con-
sumers' Cooperative Federa_ 
tion Ltd. (NCCF) fOr distribu-
tion throughout the country. 

As a result of these measures, the 
a vailability has improved consider.abl,-. 
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