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(InterTuptions) * • 

MR. SPEAKER: Nothing is going 
on record. 

5HRl K. LAKKAPPA (Tumkur): 
Can the Members of thE' House uti-
lise the Question Hour for agitat-
"'log and demanding a di ~ i  They 
!Should utilise it only for asking 
Questions. 

•• Not recorded. 

""RCS 1'1, 1881 

MR. SPEAXER: You are rightr 
Mr. Lakkappa. 

SHR! K. LAKKAPPA: KindlY 
regulate it. Let the Question Hour 
be utilised only for asking Questions .. 
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ORAL ANSWERS TO QUESTIONS 

Indian Expertise for Don-aligned 
News Agencies Pool 

*392. SHRI K. P. SINGH DED: 
Will the Minister of INFORMATION 
AND BROADCASTING be pleased to 
.state: 

(a) whether India has offered to 
provide its expertise for the deve-
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~t of tbe non-aliPed na.Iit' 
newi aieee,. pool; ana 
(b) if 10. detailS thereof? 

TH* blDPU1'Y WHm-TBft rN THE I 
t I tt~ 01' INFORMATION AND 
13ROAOCASTING (KUMAR! ItU. 
J.1;UDSEN'M. JOSHI): (i> Yes. Sit. 

(b) Inciia made a general offer 
durinig the Sixth Meeting of the Co-
ordinatina Committee of the Press 
Agencies Pool of Non-aligned. Coun-
tries held in New Delhi in February. 
1981 to the Pool participating newS 
agencies for sharing with them her 
r e i~  and technical experience 
in the field lett developing a balanced 
flow of information. The nature ot 
the Indian assistance will depend on 
what Pool participating news agen-
cies may seek and what India may be 
in a position to meet. 

SRRI K. P. SINGH DEO: May r 
know from the han. Mmister whether 
it is not a fact that In the confE:'rence 
of non-aligned nations held In DeIhl 
in 1976, this idea was mooted to have 
a non-ahgned news agencies pool in 
which there should be full, free and 
balanced flow of informatIon? If 80, 
what has been that result and what 
has been the advance uf the llflwS ag-
encies pool since it was established in 
1976? 

THE MlNIS'l'ER OF INFORMA-
TION AND BROADCASTING 
(SHRI VASANT SATHE): The non-
aligned news agencies pool was 
established in pursuance of the deci-
sion taken in 1976. Since then it bas 
been working successfully. More 
than 7(} countries are already mem-
bers of the non-aligned news agencies 
pooL Recently therE:' was a meeting 
~ the Coordinating Committee in 
'De1hi in February and decisions have 
been taken to set up neWs agencies 
and aTrange for free flow of informa-
flon between the non-aligned coun-
tries and the developing countries. 
1te have also established programmes 
<if ,lVing i t ~e for the devtlop-
ment Of journalism. The Indian 

t
tit ~ of itass COnurlunicatidii • 

~~tti  large humber ot t de ~ 
m the de e ~i  countries. 

tr'inin. thetn in the Beld of jourdal-
lisin tnd exchange of irtformatidll. 

saiu It:-P. SINGH DEO: ~ 
India been. getting :trom this news 
poQl any information regarding tech-
nological advancement in commudl-
cation development, in electra-mSl-
netic speectrum. in e - t t~ 
objects? What has been the effect 6ii 
cODUnllnication tariffs and what adtt 
of information or what sort of es:-
pertise is being sought by Ir di~ by 
the Non-aligned Ne:ws Agnecies? 

SHRI VASANT SATftt: We are 
'Utilising all the modern technology 
that is required for the exchange of 
intormatiop.. At present on the 
IJn,dian side, the premier agency of 
1:ndia, P.T.I., is handling the neW'S 
agency pool and every day we ex-
change about 40,000 words of infor-
mation. We also use the satellite for 
exchange Of programmes in arrange-
ment with Yugoslavia and other 
countries. We are aware of the latest 
technological development In compu-
ter technology and others wruClh are 
also being utilised. So, India is taking 
every possible measure to utilise the 
modern technology tor the develop.. 
ment of communication links with the 
non-aligned countries. 

SHRI EDUARDO FALEIRO: The 
news that we get in India as well as 
all non-aligneci countries come from 
the agencies like Reuters, Associated 
Press, etc. and they have a Western 
bias. We do not know anything 
about Africa and other Asian coun-
tries. For this it is necessary to take 
up the non-aligned news pool with a 
sense Of much greater ur-gency t~ 
what we have devoted to it so tar 
possibly May I know how much 
funds are being allotted for the deve-
lopment of this non-aligned news 
pool by the Government of India an,d 
w;hethE:'r India will seek or has soug1it 
the cooperation of the UNESCO in 
this venture? If so, what are th" 
details thereof? -
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" SliRl VASANT SATHE: The 
,UNESCO at iss recent meeting in 
Belgrade has decided to strengthen 
tb,e flow of information particularly 
among the developing countries; and 
the International Programme on 
Development and Communication 
known as I.P.D.C. has been set up, for 
which the UNESCO has provided 
some funds. I do not have the exact 
figures on that. India is participating 
in this and a decision was taken at 
the Ministers' second Conference 
~  Baghadad held in June, to streng-
'then the broadcasting organisation of 
.non-aligned countries and other re-
commendations were made under the 
aegis of the non-aligned movement 
On the subject. Therefore, we are in 
close collaboration with the: UNESCO 
to strel!lgthern the free flow of infor-
mation and balance the information 
among the devloping countries. But 
1 agree with the han. Member that 
much more needs to be done for the 
exchange of information between the 
developing countries and the non-
aligned countries. 

DR. FAROOQ ABDULLAH: What 
about the figures regarding funds 
allotted? 

SHRI VASANT SATHE: I said 
that I wou1d not be able to give the 
exact figures. 

SHRIMATr GEETA MUKHERJEE: 
Is it not a fact that despite the 
Elponsorship -and the assitance of the 
non-aligned news pool our e ~ 

agencies are still depending much 
more on the Western neWS agencies? 
'If so, may I know whether the Gov-
ernment h~  taken any survey to see 
bow t~h of this non-aligned news 
pool is bping used? Secondly. if it is 
:revealed that there is little use of it, 
what is being done by the Govern-
ment to make better and full USe' of 
it? 

SHRI VASANT SATHE: A:; far 
as the exchange of news is concerned 
end providing news is concerned. the 
whole objPct 9f the non-aligned news 
agencies pOOl is to supply inforlna-

tion e U ~  as the hon. MelD ...... 
rightly ~ id  up till now. we ....... 
been dePending on the Western De'" 
agencies. As I told you just DOW'.,. 
today we have reached a leVel cd 
exooangi.ng nearly 40,000 wordcr or 
news per day with the-non-ali ..... 
countries., Now, how much of it :III-
used depends on each country and its 
news,?apers. 

SHRIMATI GEETA MUKHF.RJBB= 
My qUEstion is about the news CODl-
ing from thp non-aligned' countries. 

SHRI VASANT SATHE: I ...., 
talking of the same. The wordage. 
that I zr.entioned pertains to that.. 
Now, with regard to the question .. 
to how much of it is h~i  u.;ed by 
the news media, newspppers aDd-
other m:"dia, that di ter~ flom eOUD-
try to courntry. 1 agree that mueh JDOre. 
me nech t'J be made of this infonna-
tion. India is, of r ~  Making 'DR" 
of this. But again in India also a.:-
far as the press is concerned. we 
cannot tell them that they must UII8' 
this much information or not use ~ 
much information, but on other 
media, like radio and TV, we are-
utilising a substantial part of ~ 
information that we get. 

~ I K. LAKKAPPA: I am very 
happy that our Government took. • 
leading part in organising the deve-
'lopment of the non-aligned natiaa& 
new s agency pool. The hon. Minister 
has stated right now that there is the 
Institute of Mass Communication-the 
GOvernment o-f India has inv;'" 
money on it. I would like to Jmmr 
with regard to the exchange of' 
students fOr training among the DOll-
aligned. countries. Which are the 
countries that are participating_ 
this and taking advantage of the-
training in this institute? 

SHRI VASANT SATHE: We have-
in the last three years trained jour-
nalists from nearly thirty countd._ 
in the course on news agency. ~ 
are non-aligned countries. SixtY-1WD-
students have taken advantage of a-
training course through the InsUtlita 
of Mass Communieation. 




