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(Interruptions)**

MR. SPEAKER: Nothing is going
on record,

SHRI K. LAKKAPPA (Tumkur):
Can the Members of the House uti-
lise the Question Hour for agitat-
“~ing and demanding a discussion? They
should utilise it only for asking
Questions.
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MR. SPEAKER:
Mr. Lakkappa.

SHRI K. LAKKAPPA: Kindly
regulate it. Let the Question Hour
be utilised only for asking Questions.

You are right,
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ORAL ANSWERS TO QUESTIONS

Indian Expertise for non-aligned
News Agenctes Pool

*392, SHRI K. P. SINGH DEO:
Wil] the Minister of INFORMATION
AND BROADCASTING be pleased to
state:

(a) whether India has offered to
provide its expertise for the deve-

** Not recorded.
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Yopmeént of the non-aligned natioiis’

L] - [

s dgemcy pool; andl
(b) it so, details thereof?

~ THE DEPUTY MINISTER IN THE
MINISTRY OF INFORMATION AND
BROADCASTING (KUMARI KU.
MUDBEN M. JOSHI): (&) Yes, Sir.

(b) India made a general offer
durinig the Sixth Meeting of the Co-
ordinating Committee of the Press
Apgencies Pool of Non-aligned Coun-
tries held in New Delhi in February,
1881 to the Pool participating news
agencies for sharing with them her
professional and technical experience
in the field for developing a balanced
flow of information. The nature of
the Indiap assistance will depend on
what Pool participating news agen-
cies may seek and what India may be
in a position to meet.

SHRI K. P. SINGH DEO: May I
know from the hon. Minister whether
it is not a fact that in the conference
of non-aligned nations held in Delhi
in 1976, this idea was mooted to have
a non-aligned news agencies pool inh
which there should be full, free and
balanced flow of information? If so,
what has been that result and what
has been the advance of the ngws ag-
encies pool since it was established in
19767

THE MINISTER OF INFORMA-

TION AND BROADCASTING
{SHRI VASANT SATHE): The non-
aligned news agencies pool was

established in pursuance of the deci-
sion taken in 1976. Since then it has
been working successfully. More
than 70 countries are already mem-
bers of the non-aligned news agencies
pool. Fecently there was g meeting
of the Coordinating Committee in
Delhi in February and decisions have
been taken to set up news agencies
and arrange for free flow of informa-
‘4on between the non-aligned coun-
tries and the developing countries.
We have also established programmes
of giving assistance for the develop-
ment of journalism., The Indjan
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tute of Mass Communicatich is
tting large number of students
m the developing countries
training them in the fleld of jourrd-
listh #nd exchange of informatiod.

SHRI K- P. SINGH DEO: 'His
India been getting from this news
poql any information regarding tech-
nological advancement in commudi-
cation development, in electro-mag-
netic speectrum, in geo-stsat
objects? What has been the effect o
communication tariffs and what sdit
of information or what sort of ex-
pertise is being sought by Indid, by
the Non-aligned News Agnecied?

SHRI VASANT SATHE: We are
utilising all the modern technolos_y
that is requireq for the exchange of

information. At present on the
Indianp side, the premier agency of
India, P.T.I, is handling the news

agency pool and eyery day we ex-
change about 40,000 words of infor-
mation, We also use the satellite for
exchange of programmeg in arrange-
ment with Yugoslavia and other
countries, We are aware of the latest
technological development in compu-
ter technology and others which are
also being utilised. So, India is taking
every possible measure to utilise the
modern technology for the develop-
ment of communication links with the
non-aligned countries.

SHRI EDUARDQ FALEIRO: The
news that we get inp India as well as
all non-aligned countries come from
the agencies like Reuters, Associated
Press, etc. and they have a Western
bias. We do not know anything
about Africa and other Asian coun-
tries. For this it is necdessary to take
up the non-aligned news pool with a
sense of much greater urgency than
what we have devoted to it go far
possibly May I know how much
funds are being allotted for the deve-
lopment of this non-aligned news
pool by the Government of India and
whether India will seek or hag sought
the cooperation of the UNESCO in
this venture? Tt so, what are the
details thereo?? i
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. SHR1I VASANT SATHE: The
T'UNESCO at iss recent meeting in
Belgrade has decided to strengthen
the flow of information particularly
among the developing countries; and
the International Programme on
Development and Communication
known as I1.P.D.C. has been set up, for
which the UNESCO has provided
some funds. I do not have the exact
figures on that. India is participating
in this and a decision was taken at
the Ministers’ second Conference
in Baghadad held in June, to streng-
then the broadcasting organisation of
non-aligned countries and other re-
commendations were made under the
aegis of the non-aligned movement
op the subject. Therefore, we are in
close collaboration with the UNESCO
to stremgthern the free flow of infor-
mation and balance the information
among the devloping countries. But
1 agree with the hon. Member that
much more needs to be done for the
exchange of information between the
developing countries and the non-
aligneq countries.

DR. FAROOQ ABDULLAH: What
ebout the figures regarding funds
allotted?

SHRI VASANT SATHE: I said
that T would not be able to give the
exact figures.

SHRIMATI GEETA MUKHERJEE:
¥s it not a fact that despite the
sponsorship and the assitance of the
non-aligned news pool our news
agencies are still depending much
more on the Western news agencies?
1f so, may 1 know whether the Gov-~
ernment has taken any survey to see
how much of this non-aligned news
pool is beinp used? Secondly, it it is
revealed that there is little use of it,
what ig being done by the Govern-
ment to make better and full use of
it?

SHR] VASANT SATHE: Az far
as the exchange of news is concerned
and providing news is concerned. the
‘whole abject of the non-aligned news
agenciezs pool iz to supply informa-
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tion because, as the hon. Member
rightly said, up till now we have
been depending on the Western news
agencies. As I told you just mnow,
today we have reached & level of
exchanging nearly 40,000 weords of
news per day with the non-aligned
countries. . Now, how much of it is
used depends on each country and its
newspapers.

SHRIMATI GEETA MUKHFRJEE:
My question is about the news com-
ing from the non-aligned countries.

SHRI VASANT SATHE: I am
talking of the same. The wordage
that 1 mentioned pertains to that..
Now, with regard to the gquestion as
to how much of it is being used by
the news media, newspepers and
other modia, that differs fiom coun-
try to country. I agree that mmuch morg.
use neds tu be made of this informa-
tion. India is, of course, making use
of this. But again in India also ag
far as the press is concerned, we
cannot tel] them that they must use
this much jnformation or not use this
much information, but on other
media, like radio and TV, we are
utilising a substantial part of the
information that we get.

FHRI K. LAKKAPPA: I am very
happy that our Government tock =
leading part in organising the deve-
lopment of the non-aligned nations
news agency pool. The hon. Minister
has gtated right now that there is the
Institute of Mass Communication; the
Government of India has invested
money on jt. I would like to know
with regarq to the exchange of
students for training among the nom-
aligned countries. Which are the
countries that are participating in
this and taking advantage of the
training in this institute?

SHR] VASANT SATHE: We have
in the last three years trained jour-
nalists from nearly thirty countries
in the course on news agency. These
are non-aligned countries. Sixty-two
students have taken advantage of the
training course through the Institute
of Masz Communication.





