
Oral A7tlWers DECEMBER 8, 1900 

Covezap WIder Crop IuUn.Dce 

*299. SHRI A T. PATIL: Will the 
Minister of AGR1CULTURE be pleased 
to state: 

(a) whether loases due to price fluc-
tuations are proposed to be covered by 
the crop insurance scheme; and 

(b) if so, what are the non-indernni-
tlable limits proposed? 

THE DEPUTY MINISTER IN THE 
MINISTRY OF AGRICUL TURE AND 
RURAL RECONSTRUCTION (KUMARI 
KAMAL KUMARI): (a) No, Sir. The 
Pilot Crop Insurance Scheme currently 
in operation in some States covers loss 
of production due to climatic risks, 
pests and plant diseases and '11 ot due 
to price fluctuations. 

(b) Does not arise, in view of (a). 

SHRI A. T. PATIL: May I know 
whether the Government of India is 
proposing to undertake crop insurance 
as has been undertaken by severa] 
States and has the Government ex ami ... 
ned the issue of losses due to price 
fluctuation and the difficulties encoun-
tered, expected or revealed in the 
study of this issue? 

THE MINISTER' OF AGRICULTURE 
AND RURAL RECONSTRUCTION 
AND IRRIGATION (SHRI RAO Bl-
RENDRA SINGH): Sir, to my mind 
there is no country in the world ~"'hich 
has provided crop insurance against 
fluctuation in prices. 

SHRl A. T. PATIL: In view of the 
support prices fixed by Government for 
different crops, what is the thinking of 
the Government, about the securities 
and guarantees to the farmer for 
rational return of his labour on his 
farm? 

SHRr BIRENDRA SINGH RAO: 
Does th:lll arise out of this question? 

SHnI A. T. PATIL: Yes. 

SHRI BmENDRA SINGH BAO: The 
wages of farm laboUr are bed under 
the Minimum Wages Act. There is 
sufficient guarantee for them. But the 
minimum support prices fixed and the 
procuremen that is undertaken bY 
the Government of India also is a sort 
of guarantee. This is an insurance for 
price fluctuation. If the prices slump in 
the market, then the Government of 
India for certain commodities move in 
to giVe a support to the prices. 
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