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Government of India would allow 
layinl the foundation in such a way 
that in future the height of the dam 
can be raised to more than 500 feet? 

SHRI KEDAR PANDAY: How can 
I just say like that? That has to be 
examined. 
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Drilling for oil in Rajasthan 

*741. SHRI SATISH AGARWAL: 
Will the Minister of PETROLEUM 
AND CHEMICALS be pleooed to 
state: 

• 
(a) whether it is a fact that there 
are areas in Raj asthan which have-
the pMspects of having oil bearing 
strata; 

(b) whether a full survey of such 
areas has already been made and if so,.. 
the names of these areas; 

( c) w he th er in some of these areas 
drilling was abandoned without going 
very deep into the earth; and 

(d) if so, the sites where the Cent-
ral Government propose to undertake 
fresh drilling and those where drilling 
will be re-done'? 

THE MINISTEH OF PETROLEUM, 
CHEMICALS AND FERTILIZERS 
(SHRI VEERENDRA PATIL): (a) 

The Western part of the Jaisalmer 
District in Raja.3than-pariicularly the 
Kishangarh Shelf and the Shahgarh 
depres3ion-is considered prospective 
for hydrocarbons. However, no com-
mercial reserves of hydrocarbons have 
so far been found in Rajasthan. 

(b) The entire WeGtern part of Jai-
salmer District has been covered by 
gravity magnetic and geological sur-
veys. Conventional seismic .surveys 
have also been carried out in K.ishan.-
garh Shelf, Jaisalmer-Mari-Arch and 
the N ort.hern and Eastern fringeQ of 
Shahgarh depression. Presently, seis-
mic .survey13 with improved techni-
ques are in progress on the Kishan-
garh Shelf. 

(c) No, Sir. 

(d) The selection of sitt?G for fresh 
drilling will depend on the results of 
seismic surveyG wftich are in pro-
gress. 

SHRI SATISH AGARWAL: In 
view of the fact that there is shortage 
of oil and that one-third of the oil 
is found in desert areas, would the 
Government like to oonduct survey 
of the entire desert area in Raj asthan? 
Or has any survey been conducted so 
far? It so, what ~ the result of that 
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·survey? How much money h&G been 
spent so far and what is the alloca-
tion f0r 1980-81? 

SHRI VEERENDRA PATIL: The 
entire work done so far is like this: 

Detailed Mapping 

Semi-detailed 
Mapping 

Traversing 

Reconnaisance 

Graviy-cum-Magnetic 
Survey 

Shallow Drilling 

3584 Sq. Kms. 

25,082 Sq. Kms. 

1592 Line K.ms .. 

12,090 Sq. Kms 

35, ~  Stations 

1244 Mtrs 

Seismic Surveys including 
work done by CGG 5624,36 Line 

Kms. 

16 wells have been drilled so far. 
The 17th well has been drilled in the 
diGtrict of Bikaner. That is the work 
that has been done so far. 

The hon. Member wants to know 
the amount spent so far and the pro-
vision for the current year. For that, 
_I require notice. 

SHRI SATISH AGARWAL: I 
wanted to know whether you would 
like to conduct survey of the entire 
deGert area or have you conducted any 
survey of the entire desert area of 
Rajasthan to find out oil? Your reply 
relates to J aisalmer and that too, one 
part of Jaisalmer. 

SHRI VEERENDRA PATIL: The 
information that is with me ia3 that 
reconnaissance to detailed seismic 
surveys were carried out by conven-
tional ~  from 1967 to 1976 over 
~ n r  Shelf, Jaisalmer-Mari-

Areh and Northern and Eastern frin-
ges of Shahgarh •depression. Based 
on the reGults of these surveys, 16 
wells were drilled in the western 
part of Jaisalmer District. 

MR. SPEAKER: He wants to know 
whether the entire desert area of 
Raj asthan will be covered. 

SHRI VEERENDRA PATIL: We 
have not been able to cover the en-
tire desert area. The hon. Member 

is under the impression that the 18 
wells have been found dry and so, 
we are likely to abandon that area. 
That is not the position. We want to 
continue and complete the GUrvey of 
the entire area. 

SHRI SATISH AGARWAL: Out of 
the 16 wells that were drilled-in fact 
you have begun the 17th one-is it. 
not a fact that some gas was found 
in four wells? That has already been 
admitted by the Government pre-
viouGly. Why was it abandoned? Is it 
because it was not commercially via-
ble at that moment of time? Because 
Jaisalmer is a far-fetched area in the 
desert, 150 miles away from J odhpur, 
people do not remain in J ail3almer 
as their families are in Jodhpur. Will 
you shift the headquarters from 
Jaisalmer to Jodhpur so that they will 
go to Jaisalmer but they will live in 
Jodhpur? You have found gs.:; in 4 
wells out of 16, which means 25 per 
cent. In view of the shortage in the 
country, I would request you to sur-
vey Jaisalmer, Jalore and Barmer. 
You will find more oil in Raj as than. 
Do not feel shy; 5pend more, hun-
dreds of crores of rupees and you will 
find oil necessary for the ent.ire coun-
try. 

.. 
SHRI VEERENDRA PATIL: It is 

a fact that out of the 16 wells that 
have been dug GO far very little gas 
has been found. It is very little and 
commercially it is not viable. The 
hon. Member wants to know whether 
we are prepared to intensify our 
activities in that area. I have already 
made it clear that we have no pro-
posal to drop or abandon that area. 
We want to intensify our activities. 
We have recently handed over the 
entire western part of Jaisalmer to 
Oil India, another organisation which 
is doing oil exploration and survey 
work. In order to prepare prospects 
for further drilling, it j,3 necessary to 
carry out surveys by improved techni-
ques, called common depth poin' 
technique. It is proposed to deploy 
one more seismic party to accelerate .. 
the tempo of work. Orders t.or 
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desert-worthy field vehicles and sophi-
sticated, digital seismographs have 
been placed. Aa soon as the vehicles 
and equipment are received, the new 
party would be added. After these 
seismic surveys have delineated 
suitable prospect.3, exploratory drill-
ing is proposed to be resumed. 

This will ·give an idea that we are 
thinking of going in a very big way 
in that, area to find out oil. Finance 
is not a corutraint. We are prepared 
to spend any amount of money, be-
cause we are now spending a lot of 
money in order to import oil. So, in 
·order to find oil in our own country 
we shall not hesitate t.o spend what-
ever ~  required. 

A J)Oint was made by the hon. 
Member that the headquarters should 
be shifted to some other place. I will 
definitely consider this suggestion 
when we start the activities. When 
the activities are intensified when the . ' 
activities warrant that the head-
q uartem should be shifted to some 
.other place, we will consider it. 
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SHRI MOHAN LAL SUKHADIA: Is 
it not a fact that these drilling opera-
tions were given up because of the 
aggression of Pakistan in the year 
1965 in that area? 
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SHRI VEERENDRA PATIL: I 
have no idea about that. So far 813 
drilling er ~ ns are concerned, the 
hon. Member must be knowing better. 

AN HON. MEMBER: He was the 
Chief Minister. 

SHRI MOHAN LAL SUKHADIA: 
For the information of the Minister I 
may say that this is a very promising 
area, but actually speaking, it was 
'given up during 1965, and after that 
it has not been resumed. 

SHRI VEERENDRA PATIL: I 
want to correct the hon. Member it 
has not been given up. That in what 
I say. We have not abandoned that 
area. We are going to take it up in 
an intensified manner. (Interruptions) 

Documentary Films on Tribal Life 

*742. SHRI GIRDHAR GOMANGO: 
Will the Minister of INFORMATION 
AND BROADCASTING be pleased to 
lay a statement showing: 

(a) the names of the documentary 
films produced by his Ministry based 
on tribal socio-economic and cultural 
life from 1977 to 1980· 

' 

(b) the plan and programme pro-
posed by his Ministry to produce the 
films on tribals of India for the cur-
rent year; 

(c) whether his Ministry has evol-
ved a policy on producing short films 
on tribal life.and culture in Sixth 
Plan period in order to exhibit them 
to the people and also preserve them· 
and ' 

( d) if so, the funds provided for 
such films so far and for the proposed 
scheme? 

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN 
THE MINISTRY OF INFORMATION 
AND B!tOADCASTING (SHRIMATI 

RAM DULAR! SINHA): (a) A 
statement showing the names of docu-
mentary films produced by the 
Ministry based on tribal socio-econo-
mic and cultural life from 1977 to 1980 
has been laid on the Table of the 
House. 

(b) Films Division's programme for 
1980-81 includes following films for 
production on Tribals of India: 

1. Mizoram 

2. Cultural Problems of North 
Eastern Region. 

3. Life in Vindhyachal 

4. Lambanis 

5. Aboriginal Tribes in Madhya 
Pradesh. 

(c) Films Division has a scheme 
included in the Plan (1978-33) 
for setting up production centres 
in Eastern and ~ern Regions 
for production of films in 16· mm. 
These Centres will produce films 
in the languages of the concerned 
regions and also in tribal dialects of 
the Eastern and Southern Region. 
Under the scheme, 16 films in eight 
regional languages are proposed to be 
produced on subjects specifically re-
lating to tribal areas and tribal 
problems. 

( d) The cost of the films produced 
on tri bals of India so far and the pro-
ductions to be undertaken during 
1980-81 is met from the total budget-
ary grant of the Films Division. 
There is no special earmarking of 
funds for production of films on tri-
bals. However, out of the total out-
lay of Rs. 310 lakhs excludin'g pro-
po3ed for the setting up of the two 
production centres, about Rs. 30 
lakhs excluding expenditure of non-
recurring nature is expected to be 
on the 16 films in 8 regional languages 
to be produced on tribal peoples. 
The Scheme its in the final stage of 
approval. 




