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Rapid Transit System for Madras

*373. DR. A. KALANIDHI: Will the
Minister of RAILWAYS be pleased
to state:

(a) whether the Report for Rapid
Transit System for Madras between
Madras Beach and Luz has been for-
warded to the Planning Commission
for inclusion in the 6th Plan; and

(b) if not, what is holding up the
same?

THE DEPUTY MINISTER IN THE
MINISTRY OF RAILWAYS AND IN
THE DEPARTMENT OF PARLIA-
MENTARY AFFAIRS (SHRI
MALLIKARJUN): (a) and (b). The
Project Reporf for a Rapid Transit
System from Madras Beach to Luz at
a cost of Rs. 53.46 crores prepared by
the Metropolitan Transport Project
(Railways Organisation, Madras, is
under active consideration in  this
Ministry.

Manufacture of Anti-Cancer Drug

*374. SHRI K. MALLIANNA: Will
the Minister of HEALTH AND FAMI-
LY WELFARE be pleased to state:

(a) whether Government are aware
that Indian scientists and technologists
have successfully carried out research
on the manufacture of a wery expen-
sive and pare anii-cancer drug; and

(b) if so, the details thereof?

THE MINISTER OF HEALTH AND
FAMILY WELFARE (SHRI B.
SHANKARANAND): (a) and (b).
Government i8 aware of the press
reports about the claims made by cer-
tain groups of Indian scientists from
different laboratories in India on the
production of the alkalold vinblastine
isolated from the commonly grown
(ornamental) plant Vinca rosea (Sa-
daabahaar), Vinca rosea is hmown to
yield a number of alkaloids of which
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vinblastine and vincristine are well-
known for their anti-cancer activity.
In fact these two drugs are already
being manufactureq abroad. They
have also been subjected io extensive
clinical trials in western countries and
have been incorporated in standard
text-books on Pharmacology as anti-
cancer drugs.

'Villages without Maternity and Child
Health Services

*375. SHRIMATI GEETA MUKH-
ERJEE. Will the Minister of HEALTH
AND FAMILY WELFARE be pleased
‘to lay a statement showing:

(a) in how many villages Maternity
and Child Health Services are non-
existant at present, State-wise;

(b) the percentage of *women and
children below poverty line who are
not covered by the exisling MCH Ser-
vices, State-wise; ang

(c) what percentage of the same is
contemplated to be covered by the end
of the Sixth Plan?

THE MINISTER OF HEALTH AND
AND FAMILY WELFARE (SHRI B.
SHANKARANAND) : (a) to (o).
Even though regular institutions do
not exist in every village, Maternal
and Child Health Services in one from
or another, are available to areas,
women and children all over the coun-
iry  irrespective of economic status,
through Government and non-Govern-
ment agencies as well as traditional
practitioners. In the Sixth Plan, 1980-
85 effortg are proposed to be made

for increasing and further improving
'such services.
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