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alongwith the cost of damage to Rail-
way property involved therein is shown
below:— ‘

January January
toNov-  toNov-
ember, 70 ember, 8o

-

Train derailments in-
volving passenger
trains . . . 176 220

Train derailments in-
volving goods trains 471 490

Cost of damage Rs, 3,20,84,000 3,49,63,000

(b) Since failure of Railway staff is
the largest single factor responsible
for accidents, safety Organisations on
the Railways have been engaged in a
relentless campaign to create greater
safety consciousness amongst the staff
connected with running of trains and
to ensure that staff do not violate
rules or indulge in short-cut methods
that may lead to accidents.

Examination of trains and spot
checks in carriage and wagon depots
have been intensified and greater care
is being paid to the proper maintenance
of track. In order to reduce de-
pendence on the human element, sop-
histicated aids like ultrasonic flaw
detectors for wheels, axles and rails,
axle counters, track circuiting, etc.
are being introduceq progressively.

High level task teams have also been
set up on the Railways to review the
position of accidents and take imme-
diate remedial measures.
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Rapid Transit System for Madras

*373. DR. A. KALANIDHI: Will the
Minister of RAILWAYS be pleased
to state:

(a) whether the Report for Rapid
Transit System for Madras between
Madras Beach and Luz has been for-
warded to the Planning Commission
for inclusion in the 6th Plan; and

(b) if not, what is holding up the
same?

THE DEPUTY MINISTER IN THE
MINISTRY OF RAILWAYS AND IN
THE DEPARTMENT OF PARLIA-
MENTARY AFFAIRS (SHRI
MALLIKARJUN): (a) and (b). The
Project Reporf for a Rapid Transit
System from Madras Beach to Luz at
a cost of Rs. 53.46 crores prepared by
the Metropolitan Transport Project
(Railways Organisation, Madras, is
under active consideration in  this
Ministry.

Manufacture of Anti-Cancer Drug

*374. SHRI K. MALLIANNA: Will
the Minister of HEALTH AND FAMI-
LY WELFARE be pleased to state:

(a) whether Government are aware
that Indian scientists and technologists
have successfully carried out research
on the manufacture of a wery expen-
sive and pare anii-cancer drug; and

(b) if so, the details thereof?

THE MINISTER OF HEALTH AND
FAMILY WELFARE (SHRI B.
SHANKARANAND): (a) and (b).
Government i8 aware of the press
reports about the claims made by cer-
tain groups of Indian scientists from
different laboratories in India on the
production of the alkalold vinblastine
isolated from the commonly grown
(ornamental) plant Vinca rosea (Sa-
daabahaar), Vinca rosea is hmown to
yield a number of alkaloids of which





