i1 Oral Answors

Port Facilities for US.A. in Sri

Latilth

+
*383. SHKI R. L. BHATA:
SHRI CHINTAMANI JENA:

Will the Minister of EXTERNAL
AFPAIRE be pleased to state:

 (a) whetfer the United States of
America is urgently looking for rest
and recreation facilities For its Wes-
tern Indian Ocean forcesy in the lit-
toral States, which US. hay desid-
€d to maintaiti ds a f0¥m of its per-
manent presénce in the Indian Ocean;

{b) it s0, whtther it is a fuct that
914 Laftka ang possibly Maldives,
which hiave Been given offers of sub-
#tanfial indubtrial ivestment by the
Uhiteg States, have expressed their
willingness to graht redreation-
rest facilffleg for thé United Stlates
troops M Diago Gareia and else-
where; and

(c) if so, Government of India’s
reaction tp this move?

THE MINISTER OF EXTERNAL
AFFAIRS (SHRI P, V. NARASIMHA
RAO): (4) There are indications that
the United States is seeking to ob-
tain such facilitieg for its naval units
in the “Indian ocean.

(b) There have been speculative
news reports on the subject. How-
ever. i § Statément made in the
Sri Lanka Pérliament vn November
26, the Sri-Lankan Fereign Minister
stated that there has been ng change
in Sri Yanl’s Aoreign policy on
this Juestlbmi  He added that in the
past they had allowed port £facilities
to the nava] vesselg of the USA and
U¥SR ang they woulg continue to
do sp provided the countries using the
facilities were not éngafed In  war
and the vessels do not carry nuclear
we€apons. The Sri Lanka Govern-
ment have categdr‘xcally denied press
reports that they have offe¥ed a
naval base to the USA. In respect
of Maldives also, we have no infor-
mistion to the effect that they have

DECEMBER 11, 10898

Oral Answers 12

(¢) The question o0of Government

aty ewelisive facilities to the US.
(c) The questmn ot Governmeént
of India’s redction specifically eon

this issue does not arise at present.
As regards the geféral question of
the expatision of US naval activities
India has consistently opposed Great
Power military presence in the Indian
Ocean as’it introfuces new téngtons
ang conflicts in our neighbourhebd
and constitutes g threat to peace and
stability. Cur strong opposition Yo the
increasing Great Power naval prés-
ence 'has been conveyéd both in bita-
teral talks as wéll as the UN and
other internatiénal fora, Indig i
working with othér non-aligneq Mt-
toral and hinterland States to pres-
erve the concept contained in the UN
Resolution of 1871 which envisages
ihe elimination of Grea* Power mili-
tary = presence from the Indian
Ocean.

SHRI R. L. BHATIA: Sir, my
question is different. The hon. Min-
ister is lelling us that Sri-Lanka
hag categorically denied the press
report that they have offered a naval
base to USA. My question is not
with regard to the naval base being

offered By Sri Lanka or Maldive
Islands. My question is that in the

Indian ocean, the U.S.A. has deploy-
ed 12000 people in Diago Garcia. As
a task force, there are 37 warships
of the US.A. moving about in In-
dian Ocean, ‘ﬁow for the troops
which are stationed in Diago Garein,
for their recreation when they go
home, they will have some facilities
in these areas and they will enjoy
the beneéfits. 1 would like the hon.
Mifffster to clarify this point first
and then 1 will put my second
question.

SHRI P. V. NARASIMHA RAO:
The mformatmn which we got from
Sri Lana  hag been placed before
the House. In regard to the rest
and recreation facilities, the state-
ment made by the Sri~Lankan Foreign
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'iﬁmi'ster appears fg denv any such
thing. ‘But denia) does riot “a‘npear t)
be ‘categorical. If the Hon, Member
‘wants, we can make further enqui-

d that is why I said that our
reacg:n speczﬁcal\}y on ’f‘ﬁis quastmn
does not arise at the moment.

SHRI R. L. BHATIA: My Gues-
tion is that the U.S.A, haa a very
Plg arsendl of nuclear weapcms and
other things in Diago Garc:a and we
in India are feeling very raych con-
cemed ,aBout it. No(av they are
asking for furtﬁer factlitfes from
other littoral ~countries in this re-
gard. May T know from the hon.
Minister if he has made &ny protest
to the UL.S.A. with regard to their
éver-lncx‘easmg naval preoonte and
ever-incredsing troops in  Indian
QOcean?

SHRN P. V. NARASIMHA TAO:
This ¢uestion 1 have already repli-
ed.

SHRT CHINTAMANI JENA: May
1 know from the hon, Minister that
in the face of ex-Prime Minister,
Shri Morarji Desai’'s =ztatement for
encouraging the US.A. and China
to give more armoury heads to
Pakistan, whether our Government
is giving priority "to scrutinise the
existence of naval base in Indian
iOcean?

MR. SPEAKER: Thig
does not arise out of this.

question

DR. SUBRAMANIAM SWAMY:
The Minister said in hi; reply that
the question of taking up the matter
or reacting does not arise at pres-
ent. THe Government is tiking the
matter very casually. When the
xest and recreation facilities are be-
ing extended to American troops, we
ghould draw & less on what the
Ameérican troops have done tp Thai-
land. It woyld be a cultutal jinva-
sfon of & Lanka which will héve
an impact on India. I woulq Ike
4o know, whether the Government
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would take up this jssie, -the démo-
rali§ition or ‘the lowering of moral
that would take place in Sri Lanka
and ifs impact in India.

SHRN P. V. NARASIMHA RAO:
‘Before ‘anything happens to. India,
we would have to see what happens
to Sri Lanka and in that respect
since I am not very clear about these
particular facilities Treferreq to in
the ‘question, I said, there js no point
in making any spemﬁc reference or
any reactx&n at the moment The
statement of the Forelgu Minister of
Sri Lanka appears, as I said, to deny
this, but we will have {0 go further
into this.

e § 5 femmmramre ¥ oeRx
TAOFT F 437 gU weHl v @
gT, ¥l S§ # dadm uewmr &
R g wrdmy war @ &gt dEv
f& agr X wwdwr, W9 A difew
&?rm%rmrrhﬁfam T &
fasg ok agi X Feor A

qrEeet w @ OE |

e AR\ fra® 3T
FoAT 7

wud wasE W ATOEE ¥

FIC GWIE TEFT ARG AT WUAT
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fammr ¥ Uy (o7 wfesianis)
EIEAEC I I S i e LI O
arfew wT @I g |

SHRI NIREN GHOSH: President
Brezhnev addressed to us yesterday
and he agreed with India that Indian
Ocean should beé made a zone of
peace. What exactly does it mean?
Doeg it mean that all the bases wouid
be demolished? ,
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MR. SPEAKER: It is self-explan-
atory, zone of pease means zone of
peace,

Next question.

New Lines in Bihar and West Bengal

*#364. SHRI KAMLA MISHRA
MADHUKAR: Will the Minister of
RAILWAYS be pleased to state:

(a) the new areas where survey for
setting new railway lines in the
States of Bihar and West Bengal have
been undertaken during the last one
year;

(b) whether these Governments
have sent in their respective demands
and proposals for opening new rail-
way lines in certain areas where lack
of proper communication is preventing
developmental activities; and

(c) if so, the facts thereof and the
steps being taken to bring such areas
under the railway net-work?

THE DEPUTY MINISTER IN THE
MINISTRY OF RAILYAYS AND IN
THE DEPARTMENT OF PARLIA-
MENTARY AFFAIRS (SHRI MALLI-
KARJUN): (a) to (c). A statement is
laid on the table of the House.

Statement
(a) Lines recently surveyed.

(i) Ranchi Road-Hazaribagh

Town-Koderma-Giridih (194 kms.)

(Bihar) Estimated cost Rs. 55.26
crores,

(ii) Budge Budge-Namkhana (104.

1 kms.) (West Bengal) Estimated
cost Rs. 15.76 crores.
Surveys in Progress.
(1) Mandarhill- Baidyanathdham

(55 kms.) (Bihar)

(ii) Arrah-Sasaram (105 kms.)
(Bihar).

(iii) Final location cum  traffic
survey between Dehri-on-Sone and
Pipradih via Amjhore and Banjara
(66 kms.) (Bihar).
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(iv) Reconnaissance Engineering-
cum-Traffic Survey for BG line bet-
ween Gaya and Rajgir (43 kms.)
(Bihar).

(v) Preliminary Engineering-cum-
Traffic survey for rail link between
Barwadih-Karonji (154 kms.) (Par-
tly in Bihar and partly in Madhya
Pradesh).

(vi) Kharagpur-Digha (West
Bengal).

(b) Proposals received from State
Governments of Bihar and West
Bengal.

(i) New line from Ranchi Road
to Giridih via Koderma.

(ii) New GB link from Budge
Budge to Namkhana and between
Lakshmikantapur and Kulpi.

(¢) Survey reports of Ranchi Road-
Giridih and Budge Budge-Namkhana
including Lakshmikantapur- Kulpi new
rail links have been received recently
and are under active consideration. A
decision will be taken after evaluation
of the survey reports.
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