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MR SPEAKER: That is what I told 

him.
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RAO BIRENDRA SINGH: The ques

tion was in a general form and parti
cularly the information asked for in 
respect of Madhya Pradesh had been 

replied to.  But if the hon. Member 
wants to know the  latest  position 
about any proposal in  respect  of 
Bihar, I require time for that.

Medium of Instruction

*681. SHRi SAIFUDDIN  CHOU- 

DHURY; Will the Minister of EDU
CATION AND SOCIAL  WELFARE 

bi* pleased to state:

(a) whether Government have any 
clear cut policy as to what should be 

the medium of instruction at all levels 
of education; and

(b) if so, the details thereof?

THE MINISTER OF  EDUCATION 
AND SOCIAL WELFARE (SHRi S. B. 

CHAVAN); (a) and (b) The National 
Policy Resolution on Education (1968) 
inter alia states that the regional lan

guages are already in use ag media 
of education at *he primary and secon
dary stages.  Urgent steps should be 
taken to adopt them as media of edu
cation in the university stage.

SHRI SAIFUDDIN  CHOUDHURY: 
The reply given by the hon. Minister

shows that the Government has failed 

to develop our mother-tongues as the 
media of education at all levels.  This 
is the 34th year of independence. There 

are provisions in the Constitution to 
the effect that the linguistic minority 
would be given proper attention. Thn 
Government has, however, failed  to 

take up the question of  education 

through  mother-tonguen  proptrly. 
There are instances like the Adivaiiy 
in Santhal area demanding for lonf 
that they must be given a  writteu 
script.  Now, the left Government in 

West Bengal has provided them with 
Alchiki. The Tripura left Government 
has also given Kokbrak script to thr 

Tripura tribals.  There are tribalu it< 
Manipur as also Nepali speaking tei- 

bals, but no attention is being paid to 
them.  Will the Government see that 
aJl the mother-tongues  of  diffemn 
language-speaking people of our couri 
try will be developed on an  equal 
basis as equal md for that matter will 
they appoint a National Commissini. 

for Development of Languages, which 

must be a statutory body?  Will the 
Government consider this dUggestion'

MR. SPEAKER; You are only mak
ing  a  suggestion,  not  asking  i 
question.

SHRI S. B. CHAVAN; The medium 
of instruction is a State subject.  Thi- 
National Policy Resolution on Educa
tion (1968) makes it absolutely clr*r 
that at the primary and  secondary 

stage the mother-tongue should  bn- 
the medium of instructions, and e*vii 
at the University level if it can L* 
pursued, that should be encouraged. 

That is the policy which, in fact, han 
been enunciated but that doea  not 

necessarily mean that the language 
which are considered important inter
nationally also should be discouraged. 

That is not the policy.

SHRI SAIFUDDIN CHOUDHURY: 
My question has not been answered. 

This is the 34th year of indepedence. 

The hon. Minister said that at  the 
University level, the medium of edu

cation is not the mother-tongue Why 
is it so?  There is discrimination alao 
in this respect.  Some languages are 
not given proper attention.  Thia i*,
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not a question of State subject.  We 
must have a national policy.  And for 

that matter,  I wanted a categorical 
answer, whether t(he  Government 

would consider thi*.

SHRI S. B. CHAVAN: In most of 
the States, the primary and secondary 

education is being given in the mother- 
tongue or in the regional language 

according to the option of the student 
who would like to opt for it.  At the 
University  statge, there are a few 

States where they have adopted the 

mother-tongue as the medium of ins
truction.  So, the question of appoint

ing any Commission for this purpose 

does n»L arise.

PROF. K. K. TEWARY;  You will 

agree with me that one uniform lan
guage for higher education and re

search purposes i.' a categorical im
perative.  What we have seen recent- 
ly is that becaU3e of the switch-over 

to regional languages as the medium 
of instruction, the uni-- ersity educa
tion is increasingly becoming a. babel 
of tongue-.  In view of the desirabi
lity of maintaining uniformity, stan

dard and excellence in higher educa
tion, will the Government decide on 
a uniform policy of medium of instruc
tion at least at higher level like the 
University level and research?

SRTti S. B. CHAVAN: Th. Kothari 
Commission had recommended and in 
1968, the National Policy Resolution on 

Education also stated, that as far as 
possible encouragement  -hould  be 
given to having higher . ducation in 

the  regional  language  or  in  the 
mother-tongue in different areas, but 
I fully appreciate thi point which the 

hon. Member has made that there has 
to be a lini1 language.  That i* why, 
either Hindi or English should nor
mally form the medium of instruction 

at the University level and that is a 
matter which ij under thi  onsidera- 

tion of Government

PRO*\ p. J. KURIEIf; Sir, the hon.  Ii 

Minister has given in 'his answer that  i 
urgent Step? should L*. taken to adopt

regional language as medium of ins
truction at University stage.  Now, 

I want to know whether he is aiming 

at the disintegration of this country 
itself.  You may be aware that  in 

some States there is regional language 
or mother-tongue as medium of ins

truction at University stage, but they 
do not give emphasis to both Hindi 
and English. In seme Southern Stateii 

they give emphasis to Engli-th while in 
some Northern States they give em
phasis to Hindi.  And at the Univer

sity stage also if you adopt regional 
language—of course, I am not opposed 
to that—are you prepared to nee that 
in such a case Hindi and English are 
taught compulsorily? Otherwise  the 
consequence will be very detrimental 
to the country.

SHRI S. B. CHAVAN;  What  has 

been stated in the reply is a part of 
the Policy Resolution of 1968 and also 

the recommendation of the  Kothari 
Commission.  But I have made  it 

absolutely clear that Government  is 
definitely considering the proposal of 

having University Education in a link 
language, either in Hindi or in English. 

But since these recommendations are 
there, the matters are still under the 
consideration of the Government.
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