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LOX SABRA 

ThUf"d4I1, December 18. 19801 AgrG-
hallano 27,1902 (Sottl). 

TM Lolc Sabh4 met at two minutes 
pcIIt EIft'eII of the Clock. 

[MR. SPEAKER in the eh4ir] 
ORAL ANSWERS TO QUESTIONS 

Sews It_ Captioned "Polio "ac· 
cine pttinC iDto Market untested" 

+ 
-460. SHRI CHINTAMANI PANI. 

GRAHl: 
SHRI JANARDHANA POO. 

JARY: 

Will the Minister of HEALTH AND 
FAMILY 'WELFARE be pleased to 
state: 

(a) whther the attentoin of the 
Government has been drawn to the 
news item published in Hindustan 
Times of 24th November, 1980 under 
the caption ';Polio Vaccine Getting In-
to Market Untested"i and 

(b) if so, the reaction of Govern-
ment thereto? 

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE 
MINISTRY OF HEALTH AND 
FAMILY WELFARE (SHRI NlHAR 
RANJAN LASKAR): (a) Yea, Sir. 

(b) A statement is placed on the 
Table elf the House. 

Statement 

The Report in question published in 
the lIindunan Times dated 24th 
November, 1980 indicates that doubts 
about the potency of polio vaccine used 
by hOSPital. and private ctoctors hkve 
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once apin been railed followinl the 
closure of the only Polio Vaccine 
Testing Laboratory in Delhi. 

2. The Country's requirementa of 
oral polio ,'.ceine are met tbrouah 
imports. The imports are from Soviet 
Union and Bellium, with Soviet Union 
providing the maximum quantity. OUt 
of 47 consignments imPOrted dW'inI 
the fiVe years trom 1975-'76 to 1979-80, 
.. conaignments came from Soviet 
Union and 3 consignments from Bel-
gium. 

3. Each of these consignments Is 
rquired to be accompanied by a test 
certificate iSSued by the manufacturer. 
abrGad and a quaJity certificate 'frOm 
the government authorities of the eX-
porting country. certifying that the 
consignment ronforms to W.H.O. 
standards. The Drugs controller 
(India) examines ~ certificates. U 
they are in order. the consignments 
are released for sale. In addition, 
samples from imported consignments 
were being subjected to tests on a 
regular basis at the Polio Testing Unit 
in the National Institute of Commu-
nicable Diseases, Delhi. Subaequent 
to the closure of the Unit in 197t, 
samples from such imPOrted consign-
ments were tested occasionally at the 
Haftkine Bio-pharmaceutical Corpora. 
tion, BombaY. where facilitie. for 
such testing exist. All the samples 
tested either at the· Polio Vaccine 
Testing Laboratory, Delhi or at the 
Haffkine Bio-pharmaceutical Corpora-
tion. Bombay, passed the test. Facili-
ties 'for testing samples from imported 
consignments have now alto been eS-
tablished at the Central Research Ins-
titute, Kasauli. In the light of these 
fact. the oorrect polltion is that im-
po~ consignments of the vaccine are 
not released unleae the Dru" Con-
troller (India) is satisfied that they 
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eonfonn to the ltiputated W.H.O. 
atandar~. 

4. Oral Polio VICClne requlrel ,pe. 
deJ condition. of CX)1cl .ora,e and 
!ole. ill potenq it not atored pro-
perl,. A IW'V~ conducted duriDI 
11'13-'4 Ihowect that in lnItituticma 
where proper .torR,e conditions were 
not maintained, there w .. a lou of 
potency in the vaccine. Accordin&l7, 
I.-ructions were lIIued b the Direc-
tor General of Health ~icea in 
March 1",4 to the State AdminiJtra· 
live Medical otIIcen, the stale Dna 
Control authorltlea, the Central Gov-
emment H8aJth Scheme etc. reP,J'dinc 
the ~recautlon. to be taken for stora. 
~nd ~mlnlItratlon Of the vaccine. 

SHRI CHINTAMANI PANIGRAHI: 
11 the Government aware that in re-
cent ,~. the iDcidence of poUo II on 
the rile? Have any report. been re .. 
c!!iVeci from dillerent States about it 
by now? Jt 10, is polio on the rile? 11 
it ii, whit i. the reuon for it, when 
you are immunizin, the children with 
th_ vaccines' 

THE MINISTER OF HEALTH AND 
FAMILY WELFARE (SaRI B. SHAN· 
KARANAND): All necessary steps 
have been taktln !or immunizing the 
children. I don't have any information 
lbout the increase in the incidence of 
polio. 

SHRI CHINTAMANI PA~GRAm: 
Is the Minister aware that Dr. Jacob 
ot the Vellore Medical College Hospi-
tal has said recently that the potency 
Of whatewr vaccine. he had used 
was onlv 2 per cent? Will Govern· 
ment ~ guided solely by the cenift-
cates 0'1. thp countries from whiCh the 
vaccine is being imported. or is it 
being tested by our own otBcial labo-
ratory, as it was being done frOm t9'72 
till 19'78' Is the Government thlnldng 
of having a regular check on·' these 
imported v.~ines before they 10 to 
people! 

SHRI B. SHANKARANAND: Per-
haps mY bon. friend baa DOt read the 
opinion Of Dt". Jac:ob. He has said 

tb8t the vaedne has been teated It 
variOua c.'eltres relardin, ita potency. 
It w .. two yearS .,0 that he sai4 that 
the potenCy w.. very low. But to-
day Dr. Jacob himself .. ,. that the 
potency ia aU nah\. 

SHBI JAl\ABDHANA P()()JARY: 
Will the Minister alate whether it is a 
feet that Dr. Arya, the former Direc-
tor Of PVTL had to quit .. he was the 
only person trained in that test in 
India: and whether he had to quit be-
cause he was baraaed. and a)lo be-
caUSe there wa. curtailment .0 far as 
ltd wal concerned? If that Ie 10, 
with the clOlure of PVTL is there any 
naUo!,&l laboratory left in the eotmtry 
to teat the safety of the vaccine? If 
DOt. will Dr. Azya be _eel to ccmtI· 
nue, by providm, suftl~ient ,taff? .... 

SHRI B. sHANKARANAND: It is 
• fact that at the time Dr. Arya left 
the lDstitute he w.i the oni,. person 
trained in that; but it is not a fact that 
be left tbe Institute becaUSe Of haraJS-
~t. . 

SHRI NARAYAN CHOUBEY: May 
I know whether they are going to re-
open what had been closed in 19791 

SHRI B. SHANKARANAND: It is 
a suggestion for !ction. 

laiglmer.A.bu Road LIDe 

.461. SHRI ASHOK GEHLOT: Will 
the Minister of RAILWAYS be pleased 
to state: 

(a) whether a representataion has 
been received for the construction of 
new railway lines from Jaisalmer to 
Abu Road, Devikot to PaU, Medata 
City to Ajmer and Phalodi to Kolayat: 

(b) whether Government are taking 
steps to complete this work; 

(c) if so, the outlines thereof; and 

(d) if DOt. the re880DS therefor! 

THB DEPUTY MINISTBR IN THE 
JIIMISTRY or RAILlfAYS AND IN 




