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L O K  S A B H A

Thursday, March 26, 1981 jChaitra 5, 
1903 ( S i k i ) .

The Lok Sabha met at Eleven o f the 
Clock.

[ M r .  S p e a k e r  in the Chair 

O B I T U A R Y  R E F E R E N C E

M R . S P E A K E R : Hon. M em bers, 
I deeply regret to inform  the House 
o f the sad demise o f one o f our sitting 
colleagues, Shrim ati Sahodrabai R ai, 
who passed aw ay this m orning at 
Sagar at the age o f 62 years.

Shrim ati R ai was also a M em ber 
o f the Second, T h ird  and Fifth L ok 
Sabha during 1957-67 and 1971-77.

A  veteran freedom-fighter, she 
participated in the freedom m ove
m ent and suffered im prisonm ent. 
She also participated in the G oa 
liberation m ovement in August 1955 
and was w ounded.

A n em inent social worker, she 
fought for H indu-M uslim  unity and 
H arijan welfare. She was deeply 
interested in adult education and 
prom otion o f khadi.

She was a mem ber o f the C om 
m ittee on Absence o f M embers from 
the Sittings o f  the House.

W e deeply mourn the loss o f  this 
friend and I am  sure the House w ill 
jo in  me in conveying our condolences 
to the bereaved fam ily.

T h e  Hous? m ay stand in silence 
for a short while to express its sorrow.
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The Members then stood in silence 
for a short while.

O R A L  A N S W E R S  T O  Q U E S T IO N S

M etro Trains in C alcutta

t

*536. S H R I M U K U N D A  
M A N D A L :

S H R I C H I T T A  M A H A T A :

W ill the M inister o f R A I L W A Y S  
be pleased to s ta te :

(a) w hether Governm ent propose 
to start running M etro Trains this 
year on an experim ental basis;

(b) i f  so, the facts thereof;

(c) w hether coaches for the M etro 
Rails are ready;

(d) i f  so, the facts thereof; and

(e) w hat is the probable riat • o f  
com pletion o f the M etro R ails, esti
m ated total expenditure upto com ple
tion and the num ber o f people that 
w ill be benefited ?

T H E  M IN I S T E R O F  S T A T E  IN  
T H E  M IN I S T R Y  O F  R A IL W A Y S  
(S H R I C. K . J A F F E R  S H A R IE F ):
(a) to (e). A  statem ent is laid  on 
the table o f the House.

Statem ent

(a) and (b). No, Sir. O n ly  trial 
runs are proposed to be carried out 
to test proto-type coaches on D um 
D um  Belgachia section.

(c) and (d). E ight proto-type 
coaches being m anufactured by I.C.F  
are likely to be ready by the m iddle 
o f this year for trial purposes.
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(c) T h e work on the underground 
railw ay in C alcutta  is being done in 
tw o Phases, Phase I is from  D um  
D um  to Shyam bazar and Esplanade 
to T o llygan j and Phase II is from 
Shyam bazar to Esplanade. The first 
phase of the project totalling 11.53 
kms. is scheduled for com pletion in 
1984-85 and the entire Project by 
1986-87, subject to the availability  
o f  funds.

T h e estim ated total expenditure 
to com plete the Project at present day 
price level will be about Rs. 425 
crores.

1.32 m illion com muters are likely 
to benefit when the first Phase is 
com pleted. This num ber will go 
upto 1.73 m illion at the final stage.

S H R I M U K U N D A  M A N D A L : I 
have gone through the statem ent o f 
the hon. M inister. T h e question is 
this. As you know, C alcutta  is the 
most populous city . . .

A N  H O N . M E M B E R : Popular.

S H R I M U K U N D A  M A N D A L : . . 
and at the same time popular also 
because people from different parts o f 
the country go there and even stay 
there. Am ong the other problems, 
the most horrible problem  is the 
transport system in C alcutta. T he 
purpose o f the M etro R ail for 
C alcutta  is to reduce the traffic jam  
and also to plug the influx o f the 
suburban people into the heart o f the 
city. But delay in the com pletion of 
this will add further problems, and 
the problems will not w ait for the 
com pletion of the project. In view  of 
this, I want to know from the hon. 
M inister.

(a) w hat was the original tim e
table set for commissioning the M etro 
R ail stage by s ta ge; and (b) w hat was 
the original estimated cost o f construc
tion o f the M etro R ail.

I also w ant to know how m any 
times since its inception the cost o f 
he project has been revised. A s it

is stated in the statem ent, the estim a
ted cost now is Rs. 425 crores. So 
I w ant to know w hether the present 
estim ated cost is likely to further 
escalate due to inflationary pressures 
and if  so, the details thereof.

Lastly, w hy certain proposals 
m ade by some foreign experts for the 
T u be R ailw ay w ere not accepted, 
when those experts said that the 
M etro railw ay will take much more 
time whereas the tube railw ay will 
take somewhat less time ? W hat is 
the opinion of the G overnm ent?

M R  S P E A K E R : Y o u  have taken 
a ll the time.

SH R I C .K .J A F F A R  S H A R IE F : 
I do appreciate the anxiety o f the 
hon. M e m b e r ...

M R . S P E A K E R : But do you 
appreciate the M em ber as well or 
not ?

S H R I C .K . J A F F E R  S H A R IE F : 
But let me assure him and the House 

that sufficient progress is being m ain
tained in com pleting this work.

Earlier this project was sanctioned 
in 1972 and actually  the work was 
started in 1973. Based on 1973-74 
costs as he was saying the revised cost 
o f the project was Rs. 250 crores. 
N ow  at the present cost level, it would 
be Rs. 425 Crores.

As I earlier said, this work has 
been taken in phases. Phas; I cost
ing about Rs. 184 crores is from D um  
D um  to Sham Bazar, a distance o f 
about 3.69 km and Esplanade to 
Tollygunje, a distance o f 7.85 km. 
likewise .

Phase II costing Rs. 66 crores is 
from Sham Bazar to Esplanade, a 
distance of 4.92 km along the Chitta- 
ranjan Avenue, This is the progress 
we have maintained there and there 
is no delay.

W e are quite aware of the problems 
o f the people there. I have myself 
visited and have seen the things.
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I  know the local problems. N ever
theless, on our side, I can assure him 
that w e are quite keen to complete 
it as early as possible.

SH R I M U K U N D A  M A N D A L : 
M y  second supplementary. O nly one 
minute, Sir.

A  few days back, our U rban 
Development M inister, Shri Prasa- 
ntasur visited M adras and 
there he found that the coaches for 
the M etro R ailw ay were not upto 
satisfaction because there are no 
standing facilities and the ventilation 
system in the coaches is not good. In 
view  o f these recommendations of the 
Minister o f U rban Development, w hat 
action is the Governm ent going to 
take? Also, m ay I know  whether 
the target date for the completion 
of the second phase is still uncertain 
following the objection o f the Planning 
Commission and i f  so, the facts there
of —  because the second phase is 
nearly 5 km. . . .  No, Sir, I will not 
lake more time.

M R . S P E A K E R : Y ou  have al
ready taken 8 minutes on this question.

S H R I C .K .J A F F E R  S H A R IE F : 
1 have already said that the first phase 
o f the project will be opened by 1984
85 and the entire project will be com
missioned in 1986-87. There is no 
question of delay.

He was referring to his U rban 
Development Minister. I can tell 
th e  hon. M em ber and the House 
that the C h ief M inister o f the State 
is very m uch satisfied with the p r o  
gress o f the project that we have 
maintained.

M fc. S P E A K E R : Shri Nihal 
Singh . . .

"SOM E H O N . M E M B E R S  rose.

M R . S P E A K E R : T here is noth
ing much m ore in this question.. .  W e
have already spent 8 minutes__ N o,
please. Shri N ihal Singh.

S H R I K R IS H M A  C t fA N D ^ \  
H A L D E R : Y o u  are so u i ’d n i  t > 
Calcutta. __{Interruptions).

M R  SP E A K E R .: Shri A r if  
M oham m ad K han.

News Item  Captioned ‘A  Curable
Disease made Incurable b y  

Poverty*

*538. S H R I A R IF  M 3 4 AM - 
M A O  K H A N : W ill f i ?  M inister 
o f H E A L T H  A N D  F A M IL Y  W E L 
F A R E  be pleaded to state:

(a) whether Governm ent’s atten
tion has been draw n to a news item  
in  the Hindustan Tim es dated the 
24th February, 1981 captioned ‘A  
curable disease made incurable by 
poverty’ w hich highlights the diffi
culties in admission o f poor patients 
in the R ajen Babu T .B . H « p ita l;  
and

(b) I f  so, the action taken or 
proposed to be taken in this regard ?

T H E  M IN IS T E R  O F  H E A L T H  
A N D  F A M IL Y  W E L F A R E  (S H R I 
B. S H A N K A R A N A N D ): (a) Y es, 
sir,

(b) T h eR ajen B ab u  T.B. Hospital 
is part o f the T B .  Control Programme 
in the U nion Territory o f D.^llii, in 
which a total o f ten T .B . Clinics/T. 6. 
Centres with a total bed strength o f  
1539 participate. W ith the use o f  
potent anti-T.B. drugs, there is grow 
ing resort to T .B . treatm ent on domi
ciliary basis. Taken together, these 
facilities for inpatient and dom iciliary 
treatment, would benefit an increasing 
num ber o f poor T .B . patients.

SHHI ARIF MOHAMMAD KHAN: 
Sir, my question was whether Govern
ment's attention has been drawn to 
the difficulties which are faced by T V  
patients while seeking admission in 
Rajen Babu hospital. Apart fre.n thi« 
T.B. hospital there is TB liosp i.il in 
Kinqsway Camp.




