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Withholding -of foodgrains for Nation-
al rural employment programme

*188, SHRI RAJESH KUMAR
SINGH:

SHRI CHINTAMANI] JENA:

Will the Minister of RURAL RE-
CONSTRUCTION be pleaced to state:

(a) whether Government’s atten-
tion has been drawn to ‘Hindustan
Times' dated 3rd February, 1981 that
withholding of foodgrain releases for
the National Rural Employment Pro-
gramme is going to adversely affect
the rabi procurement; and

(b) if so, the decision taken by
Government in this regard?

THE MINISTER OF STATE 1IN
THE MINISTRY OF AGRICULTURE
AND RURAL RECONSTRUCTION
(SHRI BALESHWAR RAM): (a) and
(b). Foodgraing under national rural
employment programinz have been
released to States keeping in view
the availability of foodgraing in tihe
Central pool and the progress made
in the utilisation of the guantities al-
ready available with the States, As
a result of a special review by the
Ministry of Rural Reconstruction and
the Department of Food ihe delivery
of foodgrains to the Stales and the
Union territories has recently been
expedited,
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“According to the figures avail-
able with the Union Ministry of
Rural Reconstruction, State Gov-
ernments utilised up to the end of
November this year 9.7 lakh tonnes
of foodgraing which js at least 12
lakh tonnes less than the smount
utilised last year.”

PHALGUNA 11, 1802 (SAKA)

Oral Answers 14

1979 ¥ oY vwre far g o ¥
ot vy faay | (SawwT™Y) X® W gmr
W s w1 gy WY
reafawar o1 g SuEr ¥} 1 1978
Ny

“Last year, the programme in
the food-for-work outft could
generate as many as 4850 crore

mandays by utilising an amount of
43 4 lakh tonnes of grains.”
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MR. SPEAKER: Does this question
cover it?
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MR. SPEAKER: Please lay it on the
table of the House.
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PRQOF. MADHU DANDAVATE: “In
this very House, the hon. Minister
while replying £o;j;a-guebtlot régaiding
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graing are Wing mede gvailable to the
West Benigal Government for the Food
for Work Scherme,

RAO NNRENDRA SINGH: 8¢ far as
we ade cemcerned, there iz mo comtro-
versy:; but if the controversy exists of
peraistls in West Bengal, I cannot reply
te that question.

PROY. MADHU DANDAVATE: The
cemlreversy is fiom botly the sides,

HAQ BIRENDRA SINGH: We stick
the formation that we have. We
agabn apd again reiterated that
figures supplied by me are correct;
the Nort. Spesker has alio looked
them. Even now, according to
our resords, West Bengal, wpte Decem-
ber 1980, had a balance of nearly 1
ladh tonnes of foodgrains umetilized.

FREJS

Sehome to Kduonts Feymers 0 ehange
ia Crop Paflera

#189. SHRI A. C. DAS: Wil the
Minister of AGRICULTURE be pleased
te stale:

(a) whether Government have any
propoml to introduce schemes to edu-
cgbe the futthert” commeatity on chang-
ing the ctep putiorn and fo
the benefits from isrigation:

®) It 95, whéller such scheiney are
goiug to b ntyeduced in Ouiesn;

(c) the mames of tlwoe schemes mad
:Mnnm'hbeinmm:

@ e dolelts b (e NGRS
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THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE
MINISTRY OF AGRICULTURE AND
RURAL RECONSTRUCTION (SHRI
BALESHWAR (RAM): (a) to
(d). Government is fully con-
sclous of the need to educate the
farmers on changing cropping pattern
for maximising benefits from irrigation,
‘Fowards this end various schemes have
been in operation in Orissa State since
November, 1868. More recently in 1877,
fhe new Extension System (Training
and Visit) has been introduced in this
State, which is called the Orissa Agri-
caltural Development Project. The
object of this scheme is to transfer
technoloy to farmers both in the irriga-
ted and in the non-irrigated areas for
changing the eropping pattern for maxi-
mising crop production,

SHRI A. C. DAS: I would like to
know from the hon. Minister: what are
the various schemes being implemented
in Orrissa? Secondly, keep in view the
fact that a major portion of our land
ts dependent on rain water, does Gov-
ernment have any scheme to utilize the
rain water, and to educate the farming
community to change cropping pattern?

THE MINISTER OF AGRICULTURE
AND RURAL RECONSTRUCTION
AND IRRIGATION (RAO BIRENDRA
SINGH): The Orissa Agricultural Deve-
Jopment project has been continuing
eyer gince 1977, and various schemes
for training of farmers and to transfer
technology to the farmers level for
chamging the cropping pattern have
been going on. I do not know what the
hon, Member wants to know with re-
gard to the rain-fed areas; but that
is also part of the programme as to
how far cultivation can be intensified
not only In irrigated areas, but also in
rain-fed arems. That is part of the
whele scheme.

SHRT A. C. DAS: What happens is
that our farmers are not educated on
how to utilize, the rain-fed water.
Actually, what we need there is this;
they are doing their own pattern of
eultlvation. In this context, is Govern-
ment planning any new form of
schemes to be introduced in these yreas,





