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operations; it was requested in the 
letter that in order to promote tourist 
tratBc to Eastern India, foreigll airlines 
should be persuaded to tOUCh CalC'utta 
Airport as in the past. 

(c) In regard to utlisation of the 
facilities by foreign airlines, at pre-
sent, seven foreign airlines are ope-
rating through Calcutta. At the 
time of negotiating or reviewing the 
bilateral air services agreements. 
Calcutta is invariably offered a~ a 
point of call to foreign airlines. The 
final choice, however, rests with the 
forGign airlines. 

PROF. RUP CHAND PAL: You 
may agree with me that Calcutta 
Airport is one of the premier inter-
national airports in our count:y. 
According to the International Air-
port Authority of India and also thp 
International Pilots Federation it is 
one of the best airports in the world. 
But since 1967 as many as 10 foreign 
airines were allowed to discontinue 
their Calcutta services. They include 
Air France, Lufthansa, Swiss Air. 
Japan Airlines and KLM. May I 
know from the hon. Minister whethp.r 
it is a fact that several international 
airlines which discontinued Calcutta 
services several years ago, aTe now 
reported to be e~nl  interested in 
touching Dum DUm Airport again? 
Is jt not a fact that KLM, Korean 

.. Airlines, Pan American Airways and 
Air Canada have already approached 
the Government of India in this 
regard but the Government has not 
given permission to them till now? 

THE MINISTER OF TOURISM 
AND CIVIL AVIATION (SHRI A. P. 
SHARMA): It is not a fact that the 
airlines, the names of which my friend 
has just now mentioned, have app-
roaehed us for having landinf;{ rights 
at Calcutta and we have not agreed 
to that. As a matter of fact, as it has 
already been stated in the main ans-
wer to the question, whenever nego-
tiations take place with various coun-
tries for giving them air landing 
rights we offer them Calcutta. But 
unfortunately, none of them has 

agreed to that. In this respect I 
would like to tell my hon. friend that 
We will be too happy if any airline 
likes to operate from Calcutta. 

PROF. RUP CHAND PAL: Is it 
not a fact that during the previous 
two years Air India's revenUe earn-
ings from its Eastern India offices 
were over Rs. 7 crores and Rs, 8 crores 
respectively? 

SHRI A. P. SHARMA: I do not 
have the exact figures with me, But 
if the hon. Member wants to knpw 
that I can give the figures, 

So far as revenue earning by Air 
India is concerned, there is no doubt 
that it has increased. 

SHRI A, NEELALOHITHADASAN 
NADAR': Just like Calcutta, Trivan .. 
drum is also an international air-
port .... 

MR. SPEAKER: Irrelevant. 

SHRI NARAYAN CHOUBEY: The 
Minister has just now said that when-
ever they negotiate with foreign com-
panies they always refer to Calcutta 
to be included as a landing ground 
but the foreign companies do not 
agree to that. May I know from the 
hon. Minister the reasons for their 
not expressing a desire to have land-
ing facilities in Calcutta? 

SHRI A. p. SHARMA: We do 
not ask the reasons from those air-
lines. They ::lrc free to choose their 
Own place of landing. I also make 
it clear that we cannot comp.:-l them 
to choose a particular place because 
in thot case, they will also compel us 
to choose a particular place in their 
country for landing purposes, which 
may not be suitable to us. 

GelD Stones Found in Tamil Nadll 

*185. SHRr MANPHOOL SINGH 
CHAUDHARY: Will the Minister of 
STEEL AND MINES be pleased to 
state: 

(a) whether it is a fact that gem-
stones are found in Tamil Nadu and 
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secret trade exists in the ,ems but no 
systematic effort has been made to 
assess the potential depo.sit; 

(b) whether it is also a fact tbat 
the Geological Survey of Indi a has 
located mOOn stones, peryl and 1 ubies 
in Coimbatore and Kanyakumari dis-
trictSj 

(c) whether Gove..rnment propose to 
undertake investigations to locate pro-
mising gem stones tracts; and 

Jsi) if so, the details thereof? 

THE MINISTER OF COMMERCE, 
STEEL AND MINES (SHRI PRANAB 
MUKHERJEE: (a) and (b). After de-
tailed work in 1967-68 Geological Sur-
vey of India has reported the occur-
rences of moon-stone, beryl and 1 'lby 
in Kangayam area of COlmbatore dis-
t"'i,.t ·mn ""'"1 ~ i t  h ~o . e  in 
the district of Kanyakuman. No 3YS-
tematic assessment of the potentiahty 
of the gem stone tracts has been done. 
It is, however, known that the occur-
rences are sporadic and irregular. 
Local people are said to collect such 
stones after the rains. No mformatlon 
is available about secret traae in gem 
stones. 

(C) and (d). Yes, Sir The Geological 
Survey of India proposes to take up 
gem stone investigatlon in Tamll Nadu 
in collaboratIon wlth the Tamil Nadu 
State Geology Department. This item 
has been included in the Field Season 
programme 1981-82 of Geologic!il ~ 

vey of India Tamil Nadu circle 10 parts 
of Salem, Dharmpuri, TiruchirapallL. 
Madurai, Ramanathapuram anj Tir. 
unelveli Districts. 
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DR. KltUPASINDH'O BHOI: Tne 
preeious stones oCCur sporadically in 

many places in different parts of tl~e 
country. Recently I had asked a qu .. 
tion about Orissa in connection lrith 
this. May I know. . •• 

MR. SPEAKER: Not allowed. Next 
question. 

Growtll Bate of TourlslD la &al'lUdaka 
State 

·187. SHRI S. B. SINDAL: Will the 
Mimster of TOURISM AND CIVIL 
.AVIATION be pleased to state: 

(a) whether It 1S a fact that the 
growth of tourism has not shown en .. 
couraging trends in -Karnataka S'hte; 

(b) whether any statlstics have been 
maintained reflecting the tourism recei-
pts for Karnataka for the last two 
vpnrs· 

(C) if so, the details thereof, and 

(d) what concrete steps Government 
propose to to take to publiCist! ~ ... ence 
splendours, historic grandel.lr.s ~ l 1 na-
ture's beauty in Kamataka to :'tt::'act 
more tourists? 

THE MINISTER OF STATE iN THE 
MINISTRY OF TOURblV1 AND L.I. ~ iL 
AVIATION (S1{RI CHANDULAL 
CHANDRAKAR): (a) to (d). A state-
ment is laid on the Table of the Sabha. 

statement 

The statIstics of international t.:urist 
arrl vaIs to India are compiled on an 
all-India basis and hot on State-wise 
basls. However t on the basis of FlJrei.,..orn. 
Tourlst Survey conducted during 1976· 
77, it was estimated that of all the 
foreign tourists visiting India, 8.84 % 
visited Bangalore and 2.77 % visited 
Mysore in the State ofl{arnataka. On 
this basis, the estimated number of 
tourIsts who visited. Bangalore nnd 
Mysore during 1980 is projected at 
71,000 and 22,000 respectively. 

2. As regards the compilation of 
domestic tourists statistics, the state 




