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have to see whether there is any other
kind of method for relieving this pressure.
Taat we will have to see after observing
how this new method works for a few
months. As You know, it has been intro-
duced only from the 1st of November.

DR. SUBRAMANIAM SWAMY
Sir, the Minister has pointed out that
in order to alleviate the sufferings of the
overscas Indians these rules are brought
in. Now, one of the Dbiggest headaches
for overscas Indians (which I think
the Minister should try to remove) is the
fact that the passport is valid only for
3 years. .\nd no visa is allowed by any
country unlesy the passport is valid for
more than 6 months as the time of
application. May I know whether the
Miuister  would consider amending
these rules further to make the passport
va'id for 10 years so that this additional
bureaucratic work of renewing passport
over and over again could be avoided ?
This is what really overseas Indians
want. Would the hon. Minister consider
that ?

SHRI P. V. NARASIMHA RAQO ;
This question is not connected necessarily
with ovrseas Indians. This is a2 limited
matter. But naturally we will consider
if there i3 any particular advantage in
making it a 10-Year passpost. But I
cannot make any assurance becausc that
may have its own inconvenience, its own
difficulties. All the same, I will certainly
gel it examined.

Cancer Research and Treatment
Programme

*143. SHRI A. NEELALOHITHA-
DASAN : Will the Minister of HEALTH
AND FAMILY WELFARE be pleased
to state

(2) Whether the Government of India
have finalised the Cancer Research and
Treatment Programme to be taken up
with the Central assistance for implementa-
tion during the Sixth Five Year Plan ;

(b) if so, the details thereof;

(c) whether Government have inclu-
ded the pr ‘posal of Government of Kerala
regarding the devel \pment of the CQancer
unit of the Medical College, Trivendrum
as a Regional Gancer Centre in this ;

and

((;11{: dif?not, when it will be finalised and
inclu !
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THE MINISTER OF STATE I
THE MINISTRY OF HEALTH AND
FAMILY WELFARE (SHRI NIHAR
RANJAN LASKAR) : (a) Yes, Sir,
Decisions regarding the implementation
of the Programme have been taken.

‘Sb) A statement is laid on the Table
of the Sabha.

(c¢) Yes, Sir.

(d) Does not arisc.

STATEY ENT

Depending upon the availability of
Plan funds and the fulfilment of the
prescribed condi‘ions by the concerned
States/U. Ts, financial assistance is pro-

vided for —

I. The development of existing Cancer
Institutes into Regional Gancer
Research and Treatinent  Centres.
It has been  tentatively decided
that, depending upon the satistac-
tion of prescribed conditions by
the concerned States/Union Terri-
tories, financial assistance mav
be afforded to the following
institutions :

1. Chitaranjan National Cancer
Research  Centre, QCalcutta,

2. QCancer Institute, Madras.

3. Institute-Rotary Cancer Hos-
pital, All India Institute o
Medical Sciences, New Delhif

i

4. Qancer Hospital and Rescarch

Institute, Gwalior.

5. S. C. B. Medical College
Hospital, Cuttack.

6. Gujarat Cancer and Research
Institute, Ahmedabad.

7. Dr. B. B. Cancer Institute,
Gauhati,

8. Cancer Wing of the Medical
College Hospital, Trivendrum

9. Kidwai Memorial Institute of
Oncology, Bangalore.

TI. Assistance of Rs. 10.00 lakhs in
each case will be afforded to the
States/Institutions for installa-
tion of Cobalt Therapy Units,
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with rotating head and collimation
facilities, subject to their fulfilling
the prescribed conditions.

III. Assistance to the extent of Rs.
0,000 in each case is afforded to
tates/Union  Territories/Institu-
tions desirous of setting up of
Early Cancer Detection Centres
for procurement of equipment,
subject to their satisfying the
stipulated conditions, This
scheme  stipulates that 3 such
Centres may be sctup in cach
of the bhigger States, 2 in the
medium sized States and 1 in the
smaller States.

IV. 3-4 Cancer Registries under the
overall control of the Indian
Council of Medical Rescarch, New
Delhi would be set up during
the Sixth Five Year Plan, in the
various regions of the country.

V. Central assistance would be
afforded for research in the Tradi-
tional Systems of Medicine for the
‘I'rcatment of cancecr.

SHRI A. NEELALOHITHADASAN :
In the statement of the hon. Minister laid
on the Table of the House it has heen said
that the Government of India have tentati-
vely decided to afford financial assistance
to the nine institutes mentiored in the
Statement, to develop them as regional
cancer research training centres depending
upon their stisfying the prescribed condijtions
by the concerned states or Union Territo-
sies. I want to know whether the Minister
would be pleased to state what are those
conditions and how many of the statcs
connected with these institutions mentioned
in the statement have so far fulfilled those
conditions. May I know whether the Kerala
Government which is concerned with the
Cancer wing of the Medical College
Hospital, Trivandrum, has fulfilled those
prescribed conditions?

SHRI NIHAR RANJAN LASKAR :
I have already stated the position as far as
part (c) of the question is concerned. I
have already said, yes, we have included
this. But there are certain criteria to be
fulfilled for giving this assistance. In the
Fifth Five-year plan we have taken up
certain institutes to make them regional
centres. We propoge to take up six more as
regional eentres if they fulfil the criteria.
There are certain criteria about it.

SERI A. NEELALOHITHADASAN :
What are those conditions?
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SHRI NIHAR RANJAN LASKAR :
These conditions are detailed here. I can
read out if the hon. Memker wants.

SHRI A, NEELALOHITHADASAN:
The Government of Kerala has issued or-
ders for the establilshment of a Regional
Cancer Research Institute with limited
autonomy in the premises of Medical
College Hospital, Trivandrum, pending
clearance of the Government of India.
The information given by the Kerala
Government to the Menibers of Parliament
representing the Constituencies of Kerala
State is that clearance of the Central Govern-
ment i3 pending for this purpose. I want
to know whether the clearance hag alrcady
been given to this effect by the Central
Government. If it has netbeen given so
far, when does thc Government propose to
give elearance to establish thc Rescarch
Institute?

MR. DEPUTY-SPEAKER : He has
already replied to that.

SHRI NIHAR RANJAN LASHAR 3
I said ‘Yes’.

SHRI SONTOSH MOHAN DEV 1
I would request the hon. Minister to inform
the House whether it is a fact that out of the
total cancer attack in the Counwry, Assant
has got the highest attack. I want to know
whethier the Hon. Minister would consider
having a Regional Cancer Research Centre
in Assam preferably in Cachar because
Cachar s the most affected district in that
region. Incidentally I may mention that the
Hon. Minister has becn elected frem that
constituency.

SHRI NIHAR RANJAN LASKAR :
This is only a suggestion. In regard to the
other part of his question, my reply is:
‘Yes® there is a lot of incidence of Cancer in
that part of our country.

DR. KARAN SINGH : Mr. Deputy-
Speaker, Sir, as you are aware cancer is
one of the dangerous and intractable diseases
in the world and there is a lot of research
going on in the world to have grip over
this disease, Many systems of medicine
in India apart from allopathy alsc
claim cure for cancer discase, for example
Ayurvedi, Unani, Homoepathy, Natural
cure, etc. Now, in the Rotary Cancer Hos-
pital at the All India Medical Institute,
a decision has been taken that there would
be a unique multi-pronged attack on the
cancer by combining all these 5 medicines
to treat this disesase so that instead of dupli-
cating the research that is going on all
over the world be might as a result of our
indigenous background, be able to bring
some new idea to bear upon cancer /reat-
ment, Would the hon. Minister Ict usnowk
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how far this multipronged, multi dimen-
sional attack on cancer has progressed in
the last two years ?

SHRI NIHAR RANJAN LASKAR : We
are trying to develop all sorts of systems.
If anybody comes forward and suggest any
Indian system of Medicine, we would
try to help him. We have a provision for
giving central assistance for the research
in Ayurvedic and homeopathic medicines.

DR. KARAN SINGH : Generally funds
are available for research in other systems.
Taat is not my question. My question is
that specially for cancer, the Rotary club
in the Institute has collected Rs. 80 lakhs
and it has been put up. A decision was taken
at that one hospital that various systems of
medicines would be tried together at one
place so that they can be studied, their
impact, their inter-action, their Correlation
could be studied. Has that progressed ?

SHR!. NIHAR RANJAN LASKAR :
So far this part ofthe question the necessary
information iy not with me. I have to collect
this information.

SHRI P. NAMGYAL : According to
experts and doctors, if cancer is detected
at an carlier stage, it can be cured. In the
light of this I would like to know from the
hon. Minister whether the Government has
any proposal to establish testing centre for
cancer for early detection. I also want
to  know whether the Government
has any proposal to establish such centres
in all the district headquarters of the
country. My second question is that there
is @ Tibetan Medical Institute at the Dalai
Lama’s headquarters at  Dharmshala.

!M.my peop’e have reportedly been cured
particularly of breast cancer : many other
types of cancer have also been cured by
that Tibetan medicine. Will the Govern-
ment look into it for further research in
that type of medicine ?

SHRI NIHAR RANJAN LASKAR :
1 have already stated that depending upon
the avilability of funds and the fulfilment
of the prescribed conditions, we are going
ahead with the Programme.

The hon. Member has asked whether we
hs.ve any programme for early detection of
this disease. We have a definite programme
for this. It may not be possible to have such
aentres in every district, but we ate trying to
puat up sueh centres initially in certain
areas. But there is a scheme for that,

As regards the third part of the Questi
of :: hon. Member, I will look into tc{l:
same.

SHRI INDRAJIT GUPTA: A part of
my question had already been asked.
Everybody knows that half of the battle
against cancer depends on early detec-
tion, You may invest money in lot of
costly sophisticated equipment, cxpansion
of hospitals etc., but in a country like
ours wilere ignorance about these things
is widely prevalent, if early detection is
not given priority, I am afraid all this
expenditure may be ofno avail. According
to the statement laid on the Table of the
House, it appears that the question of
sctting up early cancer detection centres
is more or less left to the option of the vari-
ous stites and union Territories. It saysso:

“Assistance to the extent of Rs. 50,000
in cichcise i3 afforded to states/
Union Lerrstories/Institutions desirous
of settingJup of carly cancerdetection
centres.”

Of corurse, I know, you cannot compel
these peop'e to do anything. But have you
thougt of any kind of incentive by which
financial assistance would be offered to
those institutions or states who would really
go in for a widespread compaign and pro-
paganda down to the villages about why
early detection is necessary and also to
increase the number of such centres, as
far as possib'e, Here, it is, more or less,
left to the option of anybody who wants it.

SHRI NIHAR RANJAN LASKAR :
As I have already said, those states or Ins-
titutions who want to take advantage of this
scheme we are ready to give Rs. 50,000
as [inancial assistance for opening up such
eentres. But we are sorry to say that in
spite of our writing to various states, they
are not coming forward to take advantage
of this scheme.
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SHRI NTHAR RANJAN LASKAR :
Uttar Pradesh is a very big State and
we have a provision for wuch States also
and they can certainly take advantage of
these schemes.
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SHRI NIHAR RAJAN LASKAR :
As I have already said, Central assistance
i3 available for Ayarvedic research in
cancer programme. Bt it is a fact
that allopathic system is doing much
more and they are gatting more assistance
in this field. Government is, of course,
interested to give some funds if the Indian
medicine system, come forward to take
advantage of these schemes for research,
If they have some programme, we are
prepared to give them funds.

SHRI MANORANJAN BHAKTA :
Mr. Deputy Speaker, as you know there
are three types of administrations in
the country, the State Government, the
Union Territory with the legislature and
the Union Territories without legislature
which is directly administered by the
Union Government. Now, I would
like to know specifically from the Hono-
urable Minister what is his option from
the Union Governmment for the Union
Territories directly administered by them
to have these centres of the cancer insti-
tutes ?

SHRI NYHAR RANJAN LASKAR :
The $States and the Union Territories
are entitled for this assistance. When
they 0. Union Territories come up with
proposals they are entitled for it and they
are considered.

SHRI JAGANNATH RAO : Sir,
mpart from the Research Institates which
are going to get grant from the Govern-
ment, tray [ know from the Minister
whether  individuals, the Ayurvedic
doctors, who have n eéarrying on the

research in the field of cancer and who
claim to have cured some incurable cases
will they get grants from the Govern-
ment ?

SHRI NIHAR RANJAN LASKAR :
So far, there is no such casc,

MR. DEPUTIY SPEAKER : All
Honourable Members who are putting
supplementary questions may go through
the questions and be prepared to ask
supplementarices for the first ten questions
at least. In that case, everybody will
got a chance. Dont prepare only for
one question,
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SHRI NIHAR RANJAN LASKAR :
Sir, thisis also a fact that women suffer
more from cancer. This we are looking
into to see how we can give more
attention to women and all that.

New Muzaffarpur-Darbhanga
Line

*145. SHRI BHOGENDRA JHA :
Will the Minister of Rallways be pleased
to state :

(a) whether survey was held for new
Muzaffarpur-Darbhanga  direct  line
via Benibad ; and

(b) if so, the result thereabout and the
action taken thercon ?

THE DEPUTY MINISTER IN THE
MINISTRY OF RAILWAYS (SHRI
MALLIKARJUN) : (a) Yes, sir, via
Katra, Bharwara and Singhwara.

{b) Accordiag to the survey report,
the proposed 65:54 kms. loag B.G. lime
was estimated to cost Re. 12-¢5 crores
and fipancially unremunerative. There-
fore, the proposal was not pursued.





