LOK SABHA DEBATES

LOK SABHA
Monday, August 24, 1981/Bhadra 2,
- 1903 (Saka), ~

o
The Lok Sabha met at Eleven of the
Clock.

[Mr SPEARER in the Chair]

ORAL ANSWERS TO QUESTION

Rural Water Supply Schemes under
Sixth Plan Period

*101. SHRI CHISTOPHER EKKA:
Will the Minister of WORKS AND
HOUSING be pleased to state:

(a) whether Government have a
proposal to launch Rural Water Supply
Schemes vigorously quring the Sixth
Plan period;

(b) if so, whether priority will be
given o the backward districts of
varioug States while jmplemnenting the
Rural Water Supply Schemes;

(¢} the total number of villages of
Sundergarh District in Orissa identified
to be brought under this Scheme;
and

(d) the details about the implemen~-
tation of the gbove proposal?

THE DEPUTY MINISTER IN THE
MINSTRY OF WORKS AND HOUSING
(SHRI MOHAMMED USMAN ARIF):
(a) Yes, Sir.

(b) Priority will be given to pro-
vide drinking water o problem vil-
“Iages wherever they are situated.

(c) 1,227,

2

(d) 28,276 problem villages were
provided with drinking water facili-
tiegs during the year 1980-81 according
to information gg far receiveq from
the State Governments. Of these, 67
problem villages were in Sundergarh
district in Orissa.
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DR. SUBRAMANIAM SWAMY: I
want to know whether, in formula-
ting the scheme. he has with him the
statistics about the number of villages
per year for the last three years that
had been supplied drinking water,

SHRI BHISHMA NARAIN SINGH:
We have got statistics and we get them
trom the State Governments actually.
They ident'fy problem villages. The
total number of villages in the couniry
which have to be provided safe drink-
ing water is nearly two lakhs.

DOR. SUBRAMANIAM SWAMY. I
asked how many villages had been
provided drinking water year by year
for the last three years.

SHRI BHISHMA NARAIN SINGH:
The total number of problem villages
vovered during 1980-81 is 23,276.

SHRI YESHWANTRAO CHAVAN:
What is the procedure that is followed
by the Government of India in appro-
ving the scheme, because we fing that
recommendations are made by the State
Governments, but the approval of the
Ceniral Government, which is very
essentia] in the case of certain types
of rural water supply schemes, takes
a very long time?

SHRI BHISHMA NARAIN SINGH:
We have laid down the criteria which
we expect the State Governments to
follow in “dentifying problem villages.
There should be no safe drinking
water facility within 1.8 K. M. Then
a village will be identified as a pro-
blem village, That i3 the main
criterion.

SHRI NARAYAN CHOUBEY: May
I know how many such  problem
villages in the State of West Bengal
have been identified and how many of
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them have been provided with drink-
ing water? Whenever the State
Government try to supply drinking
water, the difficulty of rigs arises,
I want to know whether you are
efficient only in rigging -elections
and ballot boxes and you are
not efficient in the matter of giving
us proper rigs for supply of drink-
ing water?

SHRI BHISHMA NARAIN SINGH:
So far as West Bengal is concerned, the

total number of problem villages is
25,243,

SHRI NARAYAN CHOUBEY:
What is the number of villages which
have been supplied w'th drinking
waler?

SERI BHISHMA NARAIN SINGH:
The number of villages covered in
1980-81 is 874.
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SHRI BHISHMA NARAIN SINGH:
The total allocations for Bihar in the
sixth plan for the minimum needs pro-
gramme is Rs. T5 crores.

Allocation for Development Projects

in Sunderbans Area

*102, SHRI SANAT KUMAR MAD
DAL: Will the Minister of AGRICU
TURE be pleased to siate:

(a) the total amount allocated fc
the various development projects i.
the Sunderbans Area the most back
ward one in West Bengal during th
current year and the nalure of the pro
jects covered,

(b) the progress made in the execu
tion of the Sunderbang Agricultura
Development Projaat; and





