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SRRI PRANAB MUKHERJEE: There 
'are a large number of items, consumer 
durables, capital goods, iron Inaterials 
based On cast iron and oig iron. 11 
·the hon. Member is interested in the 
detailed list of items, I will give him·. 

In regard to, the scheme, practically 
we ensure that they let the necessary 
raw materials to produce ,.!ngineering 
goods. Arrangements are being tied 
up with shipments and getting orders 
from various countries. 

SHRl KAMAL NATH: Project Ex-
ports are a very important l:,gredient 
of engineering exportS. Is the Gov-
-ernment considering any special steps 
to pr01Dote project exporfs and, if so, 
'what ,are those steps? 

, SHRI PRANAB MUKHERJEE: The 
Project Equipment Corporation itself 
'is a subaidiary of the STC _ which is 
looking after the project exports. We 
'are having a looci response and, parti-
-cularly. in some of the Middle Eatt 
'countries, we are havin, good market 
fpr, our pl'Qjeet equipment ot tbis 
natUre. Por inJtance. in one countl·Y 
alone, we are havill, project. ~·ortb 
Rs. 700 crores. 

, Tu' .~ 011 .ol,."r "'otIalDa 
*394. SHBI N. E~ HORO: Will the' 

"Minister 01 FINANCE'be plealed to 
state: 

- (8) whether it is a fact that durable 
:and essential item like polyeSter cloth-
i.ng had been pushed beyond the 
c.qmmon man's reach due to excessive 
1ax burdens on both the poly~ster 
st-aple' fiber 'and its yarn including 
~lend.; 

(b) whether any memorandum' has 
been $ubmitted to h~m regardinl the 
'already existing 'crippling' duty bur-
'which 12 ad fUrther increased due to 

den and tbe escalating input CMt8 
the re,eent hike in the 'prices 01 petro-
leum products and the increaae' in 
railway and road treightj trnd 

(C) if so, the reaction of' GovellJ."1-
ment thereto? 

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE 
MINISTRY OF FINANCE (SHRI 
SAWAISINGH SlSODIA): ('8) to (c). 
Representations have been received in 
the matter of exeise duties on polyester 
staple fibre and .its yarn including 
blends. But, Government consider 
that the present level of duties on 
such fibre 'and yarn does not appeax 
to be excessive, particularly since the 
fabric stage duty 0'0 such fabrics is 
conscioU6ly kept at a low level to 
balance higher levies at fibre and yarn 
stages. Even the cumulative excise 
duty burden is reasonable in relation 
to the retail price of such fabrics. 

SHRI N. E. HORO: The very fact 
that representation·s have been sub-
mitted to the Government is c:lear 
enough to ·show that ~he taxes are 
high and the general public, who use 
tbil polyester, find it difficuJt to 'buy 
because it· has gone beyond their 
Dleans._ 'I would ,like to know', from 
the hon. Minister wh~thel· he would 
reconSider the whole question and 
have a letOna look into it. 

SHRI SAWAISINGH SISODIA: I 
am lorry I cannot reply to this ques-
tion beCaUH it is a _budget m'atter., 

SHlU M. RAM 'OOPAL' nBJjJ)Y: 
The Minister has Mid that there it no 
intention ;01 ,DePucing the taxes ..at 
present. I want to' know from him 
whether, on account Qf the hi.h taxes, 
the consumption haa, gone down. 

SHRI SAWAJ SINGH S1S0DIA: 
No. it is not a tact. 

DecUae In export ., Poot .. 'wear 

-395. SHRI CHlNTAMANJ ·JBNA: 
Will the Minister of COMMERCE be 
pleased to .tate: 

,(a) whether there hal been .,., 
decline in the export of foot-wear 
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particularly' to 'the . So~iet Union and 
other countries during the past few 
years; 

(b) if so, the reasons· thereot; and 

(C) the details regarding the current 
Year1s targets regarding the export of 
foot-wear to the Soviet Union? 

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE 
MIN1STRY OF COMMERCE ANt) 
STEEL AND MINES (SHRI KHUR-
SREED ALAM KHAN): (8) Export 
of footwear to USSR has registered a 
downward trend during the last few 
years. Total export Of footwear to 
other regions are generally on the in-
crease, f,xcept in the caSe ot Nortb 
America. 

(b) A statement is laid on the Tab1e 
of the House. 

(.c) There is no separate export 
target for the current year :tor export 
of footwear to the So'Yiet Union. 

Statement ... 
. The decline in export to USSR j·a 

w.ainly attributable to the fact tl)at· the 
quality of foot-wear demanded 'is not 
eimmensurate with the J'rices oftered. 
Besides, USSR. Is" shifting 'her ·Interest 
from purchase of shoes "to ehee up-
pers tor utiliain, indilenous production 
eapaelty. 

. ExpOrt.. to North America are main. 
ly comprised ot Sand8ls, Chappals and 
c~ wears. Exports· to ~is market 
Aad been adnreely at!eeted due to 
recessionary trend 'aad also on account 
~ prolonged cooler summer. 

SHRI . CHINTA'MANl .lENA:' Since 
exports to the· USSR have declined, 
may I lulow .£r.om -the bon. LtiniSter 
what ~iQn Government propose to 
take or bas tak,n. so that the exports 
of ~ootwear win j.ncreaae' 

. .SHI¢ lOIUBSfiP.]) ALAN KHAN: 
~~I t() USSR anly haft d,eclined 
becl~e t1rey have beeD asking for 
.more,.upPers ~, c:oDlQlete shoes be-
cause they·wanted. ahoel.to be prepared 
mechanically from one particular unit, 

and that was n9t poeaibl~ becaule .• 
our country the shoes are prepared·by 
various annan Units and are· luPpUed 
to the customers. Besic1es this, the, 
had reaised the staniiard of the quality 
of shoes but at the lame time they had 
not raised the price. That 'was tbe 
diftieulty. 'lberefore, they have not 
been taking more complete sh:oes, but 
they have been placing orders tor 
uppers. 
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Crisis ID. ·T.. IIltialtn In DarJeeIIIW 
-398. SHIU CHIl"I'A BASU: WiU 

the Minister .of COMMERCE'.' 'be 
pleated to .tate: '-.. 

(8) whether tbe tea indu.t.rv ill 
Darjeeling in West Benlal is facial· 
a crisis; . 

(b) if so, whether Government have 
since identified the causes thereof; .and 

(C) what steps Government propose 
to take to remove the caUleS? < •• ' 

THE MINISTER OF ST~TEINTHI 
MINISTRY OF COMMERCE ,AND 
STEEL AND MINES (S'RBI KH.uR .. 
SHEED ALAM KHAN): (a) and (b). 
Tbe Tea Industry in DarjeeliDg has 
some special problems. The Tea $oaN 
&.ad cOmmissioned a coniprebeD$iv:e 
Teenno-EcoDODlic: survey of' DarjeeUtal 
Tea Industry. The special prob~ 
Indentified in the survey are low Yield, 




