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THE MINISTER OF . COMMERCE

- AND STEEL & MINES (SHRI PRA-
* NAB MUKHERJEE): (a) Yes, Sir.

AGRAHAYANA 21, 1902 (SAKA)

Oral Answers 26

(b) The target for export of
engineering goods for 1980-81 is Rs.
900 crores which will mean an increase
of about 38 per cent over the estimat-
ed performance in 1979-80.

(c) Efforts are being made to in-
crease exports of all exportable
engineering goods such as capital
goods, consumer durables and items
based on primary steel and pig irun.

SHRI PRANAB MUKHERJEE: It
is true that the PEC has suggested
that exports of engineering goods may
be in the order of Rs. 10,000 crores at
the period ending 1990-91. But so
far as we are concerned, we have not
accepted that target because we shall
have to look into the performance, that
is, of current year’s export anq all
that. As I have indicated, it is Rs, 900
crores. So far ag the present indica-
tion is concerned, it is going on all
right and, I hope, to reach that target.
As the hon. Member will appreciate,
we are having a steady growth in
engineering goods exports. But. un-
fortunately, it went down for certain
reasons particuarly in the year 1979-
80. So. we shall have to see to what
extent we can reach that target. The
target must be realistic. I do agree
that there ig a need for expanding
exports to meet the gap on the trade
account and to earn foreign exchange
to import essentials. oL



7 . Oral Answers

TAR &1 T ®TY (% a0« AW §
eyl # Paw wiv-wlt & Citaaicws
g dare g w1 @ st I
. INET @ PTG wiW BT @
TWIAT AT TR § ¢

SHR! PRANAB MUKHERJEE: There
-are a large number of items, consumer
durables, capital goods, iron materials
based on cast iron and nig iron. If
‘the hon. Member is interested in the
detailed list of items, I will give him.

In regarqd to the scheme, practically
we ensure that they get the necessary
raw materials to produce 2ngineering
goods. Arrangements are being tied
up with shipments and getting orders
from various countries,

SHR] KAMAL NATH: Project Ex-
ports are a very important ingredient
of engineering exports. Is the Cov-
ernment considering any special steps
to promote project exporfs and, if so,
what are those steps?

. SHRI PRANAB MUKHERJEE: The
Project Equipment Corporation itself
is a subsidiary of the STC which js
looking after the project exports. We
‘are having a good response and, parti-
cularly. in some of the WMiddle Egst
countries, we gre having good market
for our project equipment of this
nature. For instance. in one country
alone, we are having projects worth
Rs. 700 crores.

Tax Burdens on Polyegter Clothing

*394. SHRI N. E, HORO: Will the
Minister of FINANCE be pleased to
state:

(a) whether it is a fact that durable
angd essential item like polyester cloth.
ing had been pushed beyond the
common man’s reach due to excessive
tax burdens on both the polyester
staple flber and its yarn including
‘blends;

(b) whether any memorandum has
been submitted to him regarding the
already existing ‘crippling’ duty bur-
which hag further increased due 10
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den and the escalating input costs
the recent hike in the prices of petro-
Jeum products and the increage in
railway and road freight; snd '

(c) if so, the reaction of Govern-
ment thereto?

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE
MINISTRY OF FINANCE (SHRI
SAWAISINGH SISODIA): (a) to (c).
Representations have been ceceived in
the matter of exeise duties on polyester
staple fibre and ity yarn including
blends. But, Government consider
that the present level of duties on
such fibre and yarn does not appear
to be excessive, particularly csince the
fabric stage duty on such fabrics is
consciously kept at a low level to
balance higher levies at fibre and yarn
stages. Even the cumulative excise
duty burden is reasonable in relation
to the retail price of such fabrics.

SHRI N. E. HORO: The very fact
that representations have been sub-
mitted to the Government is clear
enough to show that the taxes are
high and the general public, who use
this pelyester, find it difficult to buy
because it has gone beyond their
means. I would like to know from
the hon. Minister whether he would
reconsider the whole gquesticn and
have a second logk into it.

SHRI SAWAISINGH SISODIA: I
am sorry I cannot reply to this ques-
tion betause it is a budget matter.

SHRI M. RAM GOPAL REDDY:
The Minister has gaid that there is no
intention of neducing the taxeg at
present. I want to know from him
whether, on actount of the high taxes,
the consumption has gone down.

SHRI SAWAI SINGH SISODIA:
No, it ig not g Yact.

Decline in export of Foot-wear

*395. SHRI CHINTAMANI JENA:
Will the Minister of COMMERCE be
pleased to state:

(a) whether there hss been sny
decline in the export of foot-wear





