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Report of Macbride Commission on
.+ - . Freedom of Press

#433. SHRI ATAL BIHARI VAJ-
"PAYEE: Will the Minister of INFOR-
MATION AND BROADCASTING ope
pleased to state:

(a) whether Government have stu-
died the report of the Macbride Com-
mission for safe-guarding the freedom
0f press;

(b); the main features of the report;
and

(c) the reaction of Government
thereto and steps being taken in this
regard? .

THE MINISTER OF INFORMA-
TION AND BROADCASTING - (SHRI
VASANT SATHE): (a) Yes, Sir,

(b) and (c). The report of the
International Commission for the Stu-
dy- of Communication Problems,
known ag the Mac Bride Commission,
does not deal exclusxvely with the
freedom of press but examines the
whole gamut of communication pro-
‘blems jin. contemporary societies. In

fact, qu:ort:stheﬁrstofmhnd‘

to have studied world communica-
tion problems and policieg in their

totality. The report consists of five
parts—the first four are descriptive

and analyses of the .existing systems
of commmication sand resources as well
a8 infrastructure, policies and normiis.
“The Afth and concluding part consists
of conclusions, recommendations and
issues which require further study. In

the recommendations, which are 32 in
all, different areas of comunication de-
velopment are covered. These pertain
to: '

(a) Stmnxt’ﬁming independence
and self-reliance;

(b) socia]l comsequences and new
tasks;

(c) professional integrity and
standards;

(d) democratisation of communi-
cations; and

(e) fostering international co=
operation.

Government feel that the repcrt of
the Mac Bride Commission broadly re-
flects our policies regarding communi-
cation development in the country,
Government regards the communica~
tion media as essential inputs for
promoting development and to inform
and motivative the people to partici-
pate in the national growth pro-
cess. 'The recommendations, Govern~
ment belives, would lead to the streng-
thening of international co-operation
in comunication development and help
to correct the imbalances and inequa-
lities in the present system and to
accelerate effofts towards developing
appropriate communication systems of
the country.

. Tmport of Drugs
*434, SHRI P. RAJAGOPAL NAI-
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(a) whether Gova'mhent are ime
(b)dw,ﬂteesﬁmtedcostofdmb,
to belmportéd and :

(c) whether there is any excige duty
on these drugs?

(SHRI P. C. SETHI) (a)Yei.Sir
Government are importing~ certain
camalised drugg through the State
Chemicals & Pharmaceuticals Corpo-
ration of India Lid. (CPC).
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(b) The émoum of foreign exchange
likely 1o be incurred in such imports
is estimated at Rupees 27.90 crores.

(c) No excise duty is levied on
drugs imported into the country.
However customs duty is levied on
importeq bulk drugs and intermediates.

Expenditure on Energy Research

*435. SHRI SUBHASH CHANDRA
BOSE ALLURI: Will the Minister of
ENERGY be pleaseg to lay a state-
ment showing:

(a) the expenditure incurred by
Government on energy research dur-
ing the last three years; and

(b) the part utilised by research ‘

institutions under his Mijnistry?

THE MINISTER OF ENERGY
(SHRI A. B. A. GHANI KHAN CHAU-
DHURY): (a) and (b). The in.
formation is being collected and will
be laid on the Table of the House.

Raw material for High Density Poly-
thylene P.V.C. :

*436. SHRI K. LAKKAPPA:
SHRI H. N. NANJE GOWDA:

Will the Minister of PETROLEUM,
CHEMICALS AND FERTILIZERS be
pleased to state:

(a) whether the total production of
raw material produced in the country
is hardly 30 per cent t; 35 per cent
of the'total demand therefor especial-
1y in the case of high density polythy-
lene P.V.C. ete.;

(b) whether many industrial units
in small scale sector have found that
the quality of indigenous raw mate-
ria] is sub-standard ana eausm,, a lot
of wastage;

(¢) whether small scale units have
found that hiending indigenoug raw
material’ with 'hnported raw material
fn the fatio 50 : 50 will give satis-
factory . results in producing ﬁnished
pro&ucts and
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(d) whether Government propose
to allow import to the extent of near-
1y 80 to 65 per cent of country’s de-
mand of raw material for survival of
14,000 small scale plastic units pro-
cessing plastic raw material?

THE MINISTER OF PETROLEUM,
CHEMICALS 'AND FERTILIZERS
(SHRI P. C. SETHI): (a) No, Sir.

(b) Government have received no
report about the inferior quality of
the indigenous raw material.

(c) We have no information.

(d) Import of PVC is allowed un-
der OGL while the import of other
raw material like HDPE, LDPE, Poly-
styrene and Polypropyléene is allowe&
to actual users.
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