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SHRI RATANSINH RAJDA; Is
the hon. Minister aware that this
policy of canalisation has resulted in
utter failure inasmuch as life-saving
drugs are not available to the people
and scarcity is keenly felt in the
market? Will he explain why this
situation is taking place day in and
day out, and will he take precau-
tions in f{uture to see that people do
not suffer because of such searcity?

SHRI DALBIR SINGH: The policy
of canalisation has not been a failure.
In the statement which I"have given,
in Annexure II, it is clear that the
price of canalised items is lower than
the price of such items when imported
by others. So, it is not a failure. It
is a long list, I"have given all the
figures in the statement. ’

SHR1 RATANSINH RAJDA: Sir,
I'll explain him again. I asked about
the non-availability of life saving
drugs, Is the hon. Minister aware that
the common man often does not get
life saving drugs and in hospitals in
the city of Bombay and in most of
the hospitals all over India, the peo-
ple do not get life saving drugs. This
is to the detriment of the health of
the people of our country. What steps
is he taking to see that life saving
drugs, sophisticated drugs, are easily
available at reasonable prices? They
are importing drugs and they have
given a long list. 1 want o Know what
steps they are taking to see that
there is no scarcity of these life sav-
ing drugs and a regular supply is
available to th¥ people at reasonable
prices. -

SHRI DALBIR SINGH: So far ss
the scarcity of life saving drugs is
concerned, thelr availability is ‘moni-
tered. We get reports from ~ various
sources, from Dtug Controllers of
State Governments and Zonal Drug
Controllers and, after receiving their
reports . ‘we immediately - monitor the
supply. We alsp ask the manufactu-
rers to rush the supply of drugs to
areas where there is shortage of drugs.
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Every effort is being made, The shor-
tage is also met by imports. Sufficient
import is made when it is felt that
life saving drugs are in short supply.

SHR; RATANSINH RAJDA: I would
like to know from the hon.
Minister whether in formulating the
policy of canalisation of Bulk drugs,
the drug industry and other associa-
tions and doctors, etc. concerned with
it are consulted prior to formulating
their policy which they are reviewing
annually?

THE MINISTER OF PETROLEUM.
CHEMICALS AND FERTILIZERS
(SHRI P. C. SETHI): As far as the
formulation of the policy is concern-
ed, it is not a new policy. The canali-
sation of drugs is going on since
1970-71, The Chavda Committee was
appointed and that Committee has
made certain recommendations .that
by canalis~tion, the things will im-
prove. Actually, we are following the
policy laid by the Chavda Committee
as far as canalisation is concerned. I
have got figures to prove that by
canalisation, we have definitely gain-
ed because our bargaining power has
improved. Moreover, we are gble to
monitor the imports. Whene%er shor-

"tages are felt and the imports are

much cheaper as compared ty the
Open General Licence. -

Haldia Unit of H.F.C.

+
*428. SHR] SATYAGOPAL
MISHRA:
SHRI CHINTAMANI PANI-
GRAHI:

Will the Minister of PETROLEUM,

_ CHEMICALS AND FERTILIZERS be

pleased to state:

(a) the target date for Commission_
ing the Haldia unit of Hindustan Fer-
tilizer Corporation;

(b) the difficulties for commission-
ing the said unit; and N

(c) the steps taken by Government
for commissioning the unit?
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THE MINISTER OF STATE IN
THE ‘MINISTRY OF PETROLEUM,
CHEMICALS AND FERTILIZERS
(SHRI DALBIR SINGH): (a) to 2).
The Haldia Fertilizer project of Hin-
dustan Fertilizer Corporation was
mechanically completed in Novem-
ber, 1979, but the plant could not
start production because of the in-
ability of the West Bengal State
Electricity Board to supply the re-
quired quantum of power. Govern-
ment have approved the installation
of a 20 MW gas turbine for the pro-
ject. Affer the installation of the
turbine, it would be possible to com-
rmssion and run the fertilizer plant.

SHRI SATYAGOPAL MISHRA; In
the reply, the hon, Minister has put
all the blame on the West Bengal
State Eléctricity Board, But I cannot
.understand why the problem of elec-
tricity was not taken into considera-
tion earlier and why the installation
of a gas turbin€ was not taken up
earHer. I want to know from the hon.
Minister what is the target date with-
in which the gas turbine would be
installed and when the Haldia unit
of HFC would be commissioned.

THE MINISTEB OF PETROLEUM,
CHEMICALS AND FERTILIZERS
(SHRI P. C. SEYHI): The negotia-
tion with the West BeugaLGovem
nient for the supply of power was
stirted as early as 1976 and every

time we were given the hope that we

would get the power, But, unfortu- .

mrtely, they have not been able to

us power. The total power = they
. are giving us mow ‘is in thé vicinity
of four megawatts. Recently, during
my visit to Calcutta, T réquested the
Chief Minister to increase the quan-
tz:;@ ogt power mﬂﬁ. and ‘he has
a 0 give t t to ten
megawatts. Then, we haeé:hgwen the
sanction for the gas turbine; it would
take about seven months to come. By
that time, our position would be

and I think, lest Bengal
m ’ a&ebginano:;.
ﬁﬁhbgiveux!hereqmsitewwer
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supply which is now 39 megawatts
ouly.
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*426. SHRIMATI GURBRINDER
KAUR BRAR:. Will the Minister of
PETROLEUM, CHEMICALS AND
FERTILIZERS be pleased to state whe-
ther a vronosal for reversal of crude
import policy for 1981-82 is under con-
sideration of Government?

THE MINISTER OF PETROLEUM,
CHEMICALS AND FERTILIZERS
(SHRy P. C. SETHI): No.'Sir. =

Improvement of Sick Drug Units in
 West Beasal °

*429. SHRI SAMAR MUKHERJEE:
Will the Miinistet of PETROLEUM,
CHEMICALS AND FERTILIZERS
be pleased to state: - -

(a) whether the attention of Gov-
ernment has been drawn to the need
for effecting inézovement of sick drug
units Tun by ‘State @nd Cehtral Go-
vernments in West kengal and

(b) it 90, the reactxon of Govem
ment therwo"

THE MINISTER OF PETROLEUM,
CHEMICALS AND FERTILIZERS
(SHRI P. C. SETHI): (a) and (b).
Govetrnment are gware of the néed
for improvement of sick drug wmits in
West Bengal managed either by Cen-
tral o? State Governments. There is
improvement in-‘production and sales
due to financial gupport extended ' ‘by
the Government and Financial Ins-
titutions and the positioning of senior
éxperienced personnel
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