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SHRI P. C. SETHI: As far as the
cost of laying the pipeline is con-
cerned, Karnal would requre about
Rs. 2447 crores, XKurukshetra—
Bs. 27.35 crores, and Saharanpur
about Rs. 34.61 crores. As far as the
cost of the refinery is concerned,
whether we put it up in this area or
that area it will be the same. Man-
galore would require about Rs. 233
crores, Goa Rs. 2345 crores and
Salaya Rs. 227.5 crores. Salaya was
abandoned, as it was considered too
near the border. Therefore, at pre-
sent Goa and Mangalore are under
consideration.
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SHRI P. C. SETHI: After the
questions were raiseq by the Plan-
ning and Finance Ministrieg three or
four sites, including Sawai Madho-
pur, were considered. TUltimately, it
was decided that the final selection
would lie between the sites I have
mentioned

SHR1 K. LAKKAPPA: The Gov-
ernment of Xarnataka has been
urging for a long time the location
of the refinery at Mangalore. All the
datg and the reports which have been
required by the Government of India
have been furnished by them. In
fact, discussions were held at the
highest level on this guestion. 1If
there mre any bottlenecks on the im-
plementation of the project at Man-
galore, raised by the Planning or
Finance Ministry, will the hon. Min-
ister aszure us that he will have an
early discussion with these Minls-
iries to see that the early implemen-
tation of this project at Mangalore is
made feasible?
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SHRI P. C. SETHI: ‘The Working
Group is considering these things. As
soon as we get the report from the
Working Group we would be expe-
diting the establishment of these
grass root refineries, becauge they
are very much needed, in view ol
the fact that our production pro-
gramme in the Sixth Plan has been
raised. Therefore, we are going to
have these grass root refineries es-
tablished as early as possible. As
I said, Mangalore is being consider-
ed along with Goa.

MR. SPEAKER: Next Question,
Shri K. T. Kosalram-—absent. Next
Question, Shri R. P. Gaekwad—
absent. Shri R. N. Rakesh--absent.
Next question Shri K. A. Rajan, Shri
P. K. Kodiyan—absent. Remarkable.
Next question, Shri A. C. Das.

Survey by Oil Indja Ltd. In Orissa

*30. SHRI A. C. DAS: Will the
Minister of PETROLEUM, CHEMI-
CALS AND FERTILIZERS be pleas-
ed to state:

(a) whether 1t is g fact that the
survey conductegq by the Oil India
Ltd. in the Coasta] belt of Orissa has
remained incomplete,

(b) whether it is also a fact that
the drilling of oil which had started
earlier hag also stopped;

(c) if so, the reasons thereof;

(d) whether Government have any
proposal to complete the programme
of Geophysical and Seismic surveys
to assess the oil drilling prospects In
its 6800 gq. km. of petroleum explo-
ration licence areéa in coastal Orisss;

(e) the progress made s0 far in
the metter; and

(1) the details thereof?

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN
THE MINISTRY OF PETROLEUM,
CHEMICALS AND FERTILIZERS
(SHRI DALBIR SINGH): (a) No,
Sir. The Aeromagnetic survey was
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completed in 1978 in the onshore part
of the Mahanadi Basin, Orissa. The
Seismic Survey js expected to com-
mence by September, 1881,

(b) No, Sir. Since no drilling nas
been done in the onshore area 80
far and it can be undertaken oaly
after seismic survey and other in-
formation reveal drillable prospects.

(c) Does not arise.

(d)Yes, Sir, as given under parls
(a )and (b).

(e) The seismic survey is expect-
ed to start by September, 1881,

(2) Oil India Ltd. has signed a con-
tract with Geophysical Service Inc.
of USA to conduct seismic surveys
in the onshore Mahanadi area for
2400 line kilometres over a period
of 18 months.
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THE MINISTER OF PETROLEUM,
CHEMICALS AND FERTILIZERS
(SHRI P. C. SETHI); Sir, as far as
the work in this area is concerned,
Oil India took up the Masahanadi
Well No. 1 which was spudded in on
30.1-1980 ang was drilled to a depth
of 2,740 metres. This well did not
produce any results and so it had to
be abandoned. Then the second well
was taken up, which was spudded in
on 6-7-1980 and was drilled to a
depth of 3,650 metres. But this well
also did not produce hydrocarbons
on testing. Therefore, this well was
s8lso sbandoned. The Govemment,
after that, approved OIL’s proposal
to invite foreign specialist consul-
tants to evaluate relevant data and
consequently two experts from Me-
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Cord, USA, were called in India and
they submitted a preliminary report
of their findings. Based on this report
Oil India is examining the possibi-
lity of entering into an agreement
with McCord, USA, for carrying on
the subsidiary work in this area with
their collaboration.
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SHRI P. C. SETHI: After the
aeromagnetic survey is carried out,
then the seismic survey is carried
out only in those areas where there
1s a possibility of finding hydrosar-
bons, and if the data collected from
the seismie survey is encouragiig,
then only drillirg operations are
started in those areas which are ir-
dicative in this respect.

DR. KRUPASINDRU BHOI: The
Soviet ships have been engaged for
purely exploration work, and they
have found ancient formation and
hydrocarbons in the Bay of Bengal
and Mahanadi basin. They have
pointed out 5000 square kilometres
of oil potential by on-shore seismic
survey. But this particular ares is
the victim of severa] teams engaged
either by Oil India or by the De-
partment of Petroleum and Chemi-
cals, First they have engaged Carls-
berg Ltd. and Carnivelselva ships of
USA origin in that particular area
for exploratory drilling. But unfor-
tunately, as I mentioned several
times of the floor of this House, USA
had sabotaged the programme. The
premier organisation of the ONGC
who have found hydro:arbons by
their aeromagnetic and seismic sur-
vey should be entrusted with produc~
tion-oriented exploratory work be-
causg Oil India has less expertise for
on-shore exploration. So, why should
not the USA people who have been
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entrusted with the job be dispensed
with and the work entrusted to
ONGLC?

SHRI P. C, SETHI: Sir, may I as-
sure the hon, Member that wherever
there is a possibility of finding
hydrocarbons whether it is by Cil
India or by ONGC, we shall not leave
any stone unturneq in finding out the
oil wherever it is possible, and there-
fore, Oil India has been doing their
best in this part of the country and
when after spudding two wells they
have not been able to establish the
possibility of hydrocarbons, they, as
I have stated, invited the foreign ex-
pert parties for this purpose and the
overall expenditure in this connec-
tion is going to be about Rs. 12.05
crores and I am sure that Mahanadi
basin which is said to be full of cil
would be utilised.
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MR. SPEAKER: The main ques-
tion relates to Orissa and not Bihar.

SHRI P. C. SETHI: The question
relates to Orissa only. If the hon.
Member puts a separate gquestion, I
shall deal with it,

SHRI CHINTAMANI PANI-
GRAHI: Is the Minister aware that
in the Chilka Lake area also there is
possibility to locate oil? Will explo-
ration be extended to Chilka Lake
area?

SHRI P. C. SETHI: Exploration
and actual drilling will be take up
only after the seismic survey report
ig avallable, If the gata indicates the
possibility oy hydrocarbon in any
area, whether it is Chilka Leke area,
or any other area we will take up
exploration.

8HRI M. RAM GOPAL REDDY :
The Minister assured the House that

AUGUST 18, 1981

Oral Answers 24

he will not leave any stone unturned.
I want to know how many stones he
has turneg, so far and how much is
left.

MR. SPEAKER: Do you want to
know how many have been left un-
turned?
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THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE
MINISTRY OF PETROLEUM, CHE-
MICALS AND FERTILIZERS (SHRi
DALBIR SINGH): (a) to (c). A state-
ment is laid on the Table of the Housex,

Statement

(a) The demand for soda ash in
1980-81 was estimated to be §.30 lakh
tonnes and in 1981-82 at 6.80 lakh
tonnes. As against thus demand, the
production in 1980-81 was 5.83 Iakb
tonnes ang in the first four months of
1981-82 (Aprnil-July) 2.09 lakh tounes.
The production in the first four months
of 1981-82 was higher than that in the
corresponding four months of 1980-81
by 24.7 per cent. If the trend con-
tinues, it is likely fhat the production
would meet the requirements of the
country, Soda Ash is now easily avai.
lable in the market at prices more
or less on g par with the manufac~-
turers’ price,





