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Choice og consultants for Thal-Vaishet
and Hazira

*sv4, SHRIMATI PRAMILA DAN-
DAVATE: Will the Minister of PET-
ROLEUM, CHEMICALS AND FER-
TILIZERS be pleased to state:

(a) whether Government have in-
vesligated inlo the alleged access to
the Government of India files on the
choice of egonsullants for the Thal-
Voishet and Hazira Fertilizer projects;
and

(h) if so, the details thereof?

THE MINISTER OF FETROLEUM,
CHEMICALS AND FERTILIZEES
(SHRI P. C. SETHI): (a) and (b).
Investigations are in progress.

Production of Coal

*363. SHRI HARINATH MISRA;
Will the Minister of ENERGY be
Fleased to state:

(a) whether it is a fact that the
productivity of coal in the country in
terms of output per manshift is only
.067 tonne—one of the lowest in the
world; and

(b) if so, the action taken or pro-
posed to be taken to make wup the
leeway in introducing latest equipment
in underground mining?

THE MINISTER OF ENERGY
(SHRI A. B. A GHANI KHAN
CHAUDHURY): (a) Output per man-
shift in Coal India mines increased
{from 0.66 per tonne in 1979-80 to 0.70
per tonne in the current year. With
the steps taken to improve produc-
{ivily in the mines the increasing
trend will continue and it is expect-
ed that the output per manshift in
1984-85 would be 1.20 per tonne.
However, as compared to countries
practising advanced coal mining tech-

nique the output per manshift in
India is low.
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-(b) The steps taken to improve the
productivity, inter alia, are:

(1) New mines—large open cast
mines fully mechanised,

(2) Underground mines with
higher level of mechanisation,
beginning of whcih has already
been made,

(3) Mechanisation of the exist-
ing mines on a selective basis.

{(4) Improvement of management
of these mrines.

(5) Imparting a higher level
skills to workmen, supervisors and
the technical staff.
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