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Scarcity of Drinking Water in Orissa

*19. SHRI ARJUN SETHI:
SHRI K. PRADHANTI:

Will the Minister of WORKS AND
HOUSING be pleased to state:

‘(a) whether the Central Government
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are aware that there iz acute scaccily
of drinking water in drought affected
villages of Orissa;

(b) whether the Govermment of
Orissa has approached for the Central
Government’s help in this regard; and

(¢) if so, the reaction of the Central
Government thereon?

THE MINISTER OF WORKS AND
HOUSING (SHRI P. ¢. SETHI): (a)
and (b). Yes, Sir.

(c) The Central Government’s
reaction is positive. The following
assistance has been provided by the
Central Govt. to the Govt. of Orissa:

(i) 10 rigs requested by the Stule
Govt. to drill wells in hard rock
areag have been supplied. It is
proposed to supply six more rigs
in the coming months.

(ii) A sum of Ry 209 lakhs has
been released as grant in the year
1979-80 under the Centrally spon-
sored Accelerated Rural Water
Supply Programme.

(iii) Advance Plan agsistance as
follows has been allocated for
drinking water:

1979-80 ....Rs. 300 lakhs

1980-81 ....Rs. 200 lakhs

(iv) Guidance has beea provided
to the State Govi. in the prepara-
tion of Contingency Plan to cover
all the villages. A check list has
also been sent to the State Govern-
ment,

(v) The concerned Ministries have
been requested to make arrange-
ments for hand pumps, pipes,
cement, steel, elc. to be made
available to the State Govt. on pri-
ority basis as and when required.

(vi) 'The State Government has
also been advised to liaige wilh the
Command Headquarters of the
Ministry of Defence ang seek assis-
tance of the Army for storage,
framsportation, etc. of drinking
waber





