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issue carried a report to this effect.
The Pakistan government has however
informed us that the report is a fabri-
cation.

(¢) In response to government of
Pakistan’s official reaction to the dis-
turbances in India and the efforts of
its media to portray the incidents in a
negative light, Government of India
protested against the government of
Pakistan’s attempt to interfere in the
internal affairs of India in violation
of the Simla Agreement. It was point-
ed out to the Government of Pakis-
tan that such interference and hostile
propaganda could cause a setback to
Indo-Pak relations At the same time,
government of India has taken steps
to keep friendly Islamic countries suit-
ably informed about these incidents.
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Production of Coaches

*55. SHRI CHHANGUR RAM:
SHRI C. CHINNASWAMY:

Will the Minister of RAILWAYS be
pleased to state:

(a) the number of reserve coaches
that have been utilized for the super
fast, trains and the number of coaches
that have been left for keeping as a
‘stand by’ to replace the sick coaches;

(b) whether the yearly production
of coaches by the Integral Coach Fac-
tory is adequate to meet the demand;
and

(¢) if not, measures taken by the
Government so far to update and
modernise the Integral Coach Factory
with a view to stepping up the pro-
duction to meet the increasing demand
of coaches with ever growing passen-
ger traffic?

THE MINISTER OF STATE 1IN
THE MINISTRY OF RAILWAYS
(SHRI C. K. JAFFER SHARIEF): (a)
For running 22 pairs of Super Fast
trains, the bare requirement is about
710 coaches. Besides 16.6 per cent
coaches of these are earmarked for
replacement of sick coaches.

(b) The yearly coach production by
Integral Coach Factory (ICF) is not
adequate to fully meet the demand for
coaches.

(c) A proposal for increasing the
production of ICF from 720 to 750
coaches is planned for inclusion in the
Works Programme for 1981-82. In
order to further increase indigenous
production of coaches, a techno-econo-
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mic survey for a new coach production
unit was undertaken, which recom-
mended setting up a new coach building
unit with the initial capacity of 400
coaches per annum, with scope for
future expaunsion to 750 coaches per
year. This report is currently under
examination of the Planning Commis-
sion.

Praposal to set up Maritime Institute

*56. SHRI P. RAJAGOPAL NAIDU:
Will the Minister of SHIPPING AND
TRANSPORT be pleased Lo state:

(a) whether Government have ap-
proved the Shipping Corporation’s
proposal to set up a Maritime Insti-
tute to train its personnel; and

(b) if so, when it will be sel up?

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN
THE MINISTRY OF SHIPPING AND
TRANSPORT (SIHRI BUTA SINGIL11):
(a) Yes, Sir.

(b) This project will be completed in
3 phases as indicated below:—

Phase ] 1960-81
Phase 11 1981.82
Phase III 1982-83

Harassment to Indians and Pakisianis
at Entry Point

*57. SHRI MOHD. ASRAR AHMAD:
Will the Minister of EXTERNAL AF-
FAIRS Le pleased to state:

(a) whether Government arc
aware that the Indian and Pakisiani
Naltionals are harassed at the point of
entry on the Indo-Pak border; and

(b) if so, what steps have been
taken to put an end to such harass-
ment?

THE MINISTER OF EXTERNAL
AFFAIRS (SHRI P. V. NARASIMHA
RAO): (a) Government have seen
Press reports and also reports received
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from certain individuals regarding
harassment to the Indian and Pakistani
nationals at the point of entry/exit,
particularly at the ATtari Rail/Road
Checkpost.

(b) Apart from taking action on in-
dividual complaints, Government have
considered and, in fact taken certain
steps to make travel between India
and Pakistan convenient. Some of the
steps so far taken are as follows:

(1) Government have made the
Buggage Rules for international pas-
sengers also applicable Lo passengers
coming from Pakistan. A two-channel
syslem, namely, Green and Red,
similar to that available at inter-
nalional airports has been introduced
hy customs at Attari Railway Station
resulting in considerable reduction
1n tiine in clezrance of the passen-
gers.

(2) Regular announcements are
made in the trains as well as on the
prlatiorm informing the passengers
of the baggage concession avaiiable
to them. Attention is also being paid
ior the traimmg of officers in public
reiations with a view to achieving
ex seditious znd courteous clearance
o1 passengers.

(3) Several procedural and ad-
minisirative measuares, such as hber-
alisation and rationalisaiion of bag-
sage rules and 1ncrease of super-
visory stail al various levels have
been taken in oider to cexpedite clear-
ance of passengers arriving at major
international airports.

(4) Steps are under concideration
of the Governinent to make the train
Journcy belween India and Pakistan
less time-consuming and more com.
fortable. Provision of Letter ameni-
ties at Aitari Road Chetkpost is also
under consideration.

(5) The faclity ol release of fore-

ign exchange of US $ 500/- under the

Foreign Travel Scheme, which was

not hitherto available for visits to

Pakistan, has now been exlended to
persons visiting Pakistan.





