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Loss due to poor quality of coal
" supplied to fertilizer plants
'*127. DR. A_ U. AZMI: Will the
Minister of CHEMICALS AND FER-
TILIZERS be pleased to state:

(a) whether the coal supplied to the
two fertilizer plants at Talcher and
Ramagundam contains 45 per cent ash
though plants were designed to take
coal with 17 per cent ash thereby lead-
ing to use of more coal ta produce less
ammonia resulting in shooting up of
the cost;

(b) whether it is also a Pfact thar the
poor quality coal has led to highly
corrosive micro-cemponents in the
gas and some sections of the plants
have been fully corroded in no more
than four meonths:

~ (e) if so, the reasons thereof; and

{(d) steps taken to check the recur-
rence,(Ioss_?

THE MINISTER OF CHEMICALS
AND FERTILIZERS (SHRI VASANT
SATHE): (a) to (d). A statementis
laid on the table of the House_

Statement

f(a) The coal based fertilizer plants
at Talcher and Ramagundam were de-
signed to take coal with 21 to 22 per
cent of ash and ash plus moisture not
more than 26 per cent. The coal sup-
plied to Talcher fertilizer plant con-
tained ash content of 30 to 35 per cent
on an -average and sometimegs more
than 35 per cent ash. This led to higher
consumption of coal per tonne of am-
monia leading to increase in cost of
production. The coal supplied to Rama-
gundam plant is more or less as per
reguired specifications. -

(b) Due to presence of various cor-
rosive gases in the raw synthesig gas,
some of the eguipments were corroded.
Remedial measures have already been
1mp1ernented to remove the corrosive
gaseg and affected equipments have
been replaced.
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"The poor quality of coal containing
high ash contents and silica has also
created problems of erosion in the cosl
preparation Unit and in the steam
generation plant and grinding mills in
the coal preparation unit of gasifica-
tion section. 2

(¢) The coal being supplled to Tal-
cher plant has high ash content which
is responsible for problems in the
working of gasifierg and steam boilers.
The ash ig highly abrasive in nature
and shortens the life of liner plates
and other parts of the bowl mills and
higher rate of erosion in steam gene-
ration boilers. Further the coal sup-
plied from open mines has hlgh con-
tent of moisture during rainy season
which affects the plant operation.

(d) The matter for upgrading the
quality of coal for supply to Talcher
plant has been taken up with M/s.
Central Coalflelds Ltd, As g short term
measure, manual beneflclation by re-
moval of shale and stones hasg bcen
started. - ;
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SHRI SATYASADHAN CHAKRA-
BORTY: It is expected that you must
have studied by this time. -

SHR] VASANT SATHE: I have siu-
died in so far as this question is
concerned. R
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“The coal supplied 1o Rama-
gundam plant is more or less as pen
required specifications.”
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MR. SPEAKER: Q: 128—Shri Ram
Lal Rahi—Shri S. M. Krishna—
absent Q. 126 Shri Motibhai
R. Chaudhari—Shri Ravindrg Verma
—absent. Q. I30—Shri K. Mallana—
absent, :

Why do you give me trouble all ihe
time? Q. 131—Shri G. Narsimha Reddy
...He ig there Thank you.





