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(b) how this is to be achieved in 
Orissa when the State is in the Irip 
of drought again? 

THE MINISTER OF AGRICULTURE 
AND RURAL RECONSTRUCTION 
(SHRI BIRENDRA SINGH RAO): (a) 

The food lJToJuction target fixed for 
1980-81 by the Planning Commission 
for Orissa is 6.63 million tonnes against 
the cuuntry's tarJ:iet of 1~5 million t("ln-
nes. 

(b) MeteorologIcal reports indIcate 
that rainfall has ben widespread dur-
ing June 1H80 all over Orissa favour-
iog ag;ricultural operations. Taking 
advantage of this situation, the foori-
grains production target for Orissa is 
propo-,ed to be achieved Ly the Stdte 
by:-

(1) RaIsing the area under Righ-
Yielding Varieties from 10.0 lakh 
hectares In 1979-80 to 16.5 lakh hec-
tares dllring 1880-81. 

(H) Cordinated eftorts for lull Ut1-

lisation of irrigation facilities, in. 
creased use of fertilisers, adequate 
supply of inputs and strengthening 
of extension educCltion. 

(iii) Implementing a communIty 
• nursery programe of rise over 2200 

hectares at a cost of Rs. 22 lakhs. 

(iv) A Centrally Sponsored Scherne 
on intenSive programme for develop-
ment of pulses is in opel'ation in 
two districts. The scheme aims at 
demonstrations on farmer's fields~ 
provision of training for farmers and 
extension workers; production of. 
Rhizobium cttlture; strengthening of • the 8ee<:\. production arrangements; 

and expansion of plant protection 
measures. 

Extension of periOd tor Sugar 00-
operative Factory, Visakbapatllam 

*526. SHRI V. KISHORE CHANDRA 
S. DEO: \Vill the Minister of A.GRI-
CULTURE be pleased to state: 

(a) whether the Government have 
received an application to extend the 
period of construction of Cooperative 
Sugar factory at Kothakota in Visa-
khapatnam District in Andhra Pra-
desh; 

(b) if so, the action taken thereon; 

(c) whether the Government 'lre 
considering extending any financial 
assistance to the said sugar factory 
in view of the sugar shortage; and 

( d ) if so, the details thereof? 

THE JVLiNISTER OF AGRICULTURE 
AND RURAL RECONSTRUCTIO!'T 
(SHRI BIRENDRA SINGH RAO): (a) 
Yes, Sir. 

(b) The va~idity 

licence has been 
30-6-1981. 

(C) l\}o. Sir. 

(d) Does not arIse. 

period of the 
extended upto 

News item "ChaOs in Telegraph offices" 

*527. SHRI P. K. KODIYAN: Will 
the Minister of COMMUNICATIONS 
be pleased to state: 

(a) whether Government's atten-
tion has been draWn to the news item 
appearing in the Indian Express dated 
18th June, 1980 regarding chaos in 
Telegraph omees; 

(b) if 80, the details thereof; and 

(c) whether Government have made 
any enquiry into the allegations? 

THE MINISTER OF COMMUNICA-
TIONS (SHRI C. M. STEPHEN): (a) 
Yes, Sir. 

(b) and (c). A statement is placed 
on the table of the House. 
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Statement 

Result of preliminary inquiry (in brief) conducted by thl Department on 'hi News Item that appeared in cT_ 
Indian Express' at New Delhi on 18th June, I 980. 

Accordin g to this N f'WS I tern Result of preliminary inquiry 
(in brief) by Department 

-----, ---- ----------
(i) Tdegrapb Offices in Madras City and elsewhereareposting (1) During the rnonths of May 

thousands of telegrams especially from beginning of May and a and June, 1980 5 6 % and 4 % 
1Jeparate section for posting teleirams opt"ned in Madras C.T.O. respectively of telegrams receiv~ 

in Madras eTa were posted. 

No separ~k section for 
postin g telegram. has beer.. 
opened in Madr~s-CTO. However 
additional staff il drafted f<>c 
completing the work associated 
with pOltings of telegrams when-
ever required. 

(ii) Posting being resorted to if the circui t or telegraphists are not 
.available. Posting depends on availability 0;' co:mectingfiight. 

(ii) The question of postin 
is dec~dNi after a review everv day 
depending on accumulation 
of traffic and availability 
of circuits, Posting, if necessary 
does depend on availability of 
connecting flight and delays 
casual could be of the 
order mentioned in the news 
iteme. 

(iii) Chronic delays to te1egrams(are being experienced on circuits (iii) & (iv)-Delays have been 
from Madras to Lucknow, Jullundul', Patna, Calutta and Old caused to telegrams on circuit 
1>elhi and power failures add tu delays. from Madras to Lucknow, J ullun-

dur, Patna, Calcutta and Old-
Delhi. These have been largely 
due to shortage of staff and to a 
certain extent non-availability 

{iv) Ch)'onic staff shortaie coupl~d with frequent circuit 
failure aggravate the situation particularly at the time of 
aarriage greeting telegrams, About 11,000 wedding greetings 
telegram. received by Madras eTa evt"Ty day. 

of circuits. The average shortase 
of staff in the c.ldre ortele~raphists 
was aroun~ 33 % in the months of 
May a~d In':''' 1980. The availabi-
lity of the circuits in May and 
June,1980 especially to Lucknow 
a .d Patna remained low owing· to 
operational delays caused by 
neglect ai the terminals and inter-
mediate station. Circuits from 
M~dras to Lucknow, Jullundur, 
P!itna an~ Calcutt~ are built up 
V1a maJor carner centret. 

Steps have been ini tia ted to 
p~ovide standby engme generators 
at all Central Telegraph Offl,ces 
and Departmental Telegtaph 
q~ces. Stand~y generator., 
however, exist at Madras, Luck-
now, JuUundur, Patna arid 
qalcutta. 



57 Written .AflStCers ASADHA i4. I9€)2 (SAKA) Written Answers 58 

---
I 

--------~----------._----_.--------------------------_.----------~~-------During May and June, J g80, 
a total of 7738 greet~ngs tdegrams 
were received in Madras Centra 1 
Telegraph Office fordelivery after 
decoding. 

{v) M0!ley for posted telegrams sho~ld be rr:fun?~d: Thoug~ pro- (v) Express or ordi~ary te1e 
VlSIon exists for ref"und, Only companIes and InStltlUlOru. avaIl grams booked and delIvered in 
of it and common mau is not at all aware of such a provision. India and delayed by more tha. :24 hours in the case of express 

telegrams and more than 48 hours 
in the calC of ordinary telegrams 
recknoned from the time of book in; 
till the time of receipt at the otrice or destination, are entitled to a 
re fund provided such telegraJJlS 
are either at the office of origin or 
at any other intermediate station 
sent by post for part or whole on 
their journey, the amount of 
refund being 50 50 Paise less than 
the cost of the t('}t"gram. Tlae 
refund is admissible if the sendee 
of the telegram is not informed 
about likelihood of del~v at the 
tinle of booking. ' 

. All Heads of Telecommuni-
a~lOn Circles/Districts have been 
dlrected to follow provisions of 
thist'ulcand grant refund wherever 
it is due. All efforts will be made 
t ) ("11 )\It,' exprndi tion transmission 
and del~vcry of telegrams and 
grant refund wherever bejng due. 

--------~-.-----

'll:a ~-:~::1) It;'f'~l~) rpTlt 1976-77 
1f)f 1tllti 
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News item Captioned "Pollutants 
Playing HaVOC with Taj" 

*529. SHRI S. M. KRISHNA: Will 
the Minister of WOF(kS A"N'J5 ftIOUS .. 
ING be pleased to state: 

(a) whether Government's attention 
has been drawn to the news item ap-
pearing in the Times of India New 
Delhi dated the 18th June 1900 cap-
tioned 'Pollutants plaYing havoc with 
Taj'; 

(b) if so, the full facts thereof; and 




