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of coal alone to the theTmal power 
stations will improve the j,JOW('T posi-
tion. If not, what are the other steps 
which the Government. pro[Joses to 
take to remove the c,)nstrains other 
than coal? 

SHRI VIKRAM MAHAJAN: One 
factor is coal. But at present the coal 
stocks are there in the power sta-
tions in Gujarat for a number of days. 
So, that alone is not the reason for 
the fall. The main problem is that 
of maintenance, which can be over-
come only if the State Electricity 
Boards gear up their maintenance 
·staff and also the managerial staff. If 
they increase their generating CRpa-
city 'by 10 per cent, the problenl of 
Gujarat State can be overcolne, with 
the existing installed capacity. 

SDlU'II.lDs of IBdian PiIms to Porelp 
Countries 

• 532 SHRI BHEEKHABHAI: Will 
tbe Minister of INFORMATION AND 
BROADCASTING be pleased to state: 

(a) whether Government are awar. 
that many Indian films are bein. 
smuggled from India to foreign coun-
tries; and 

(b) if so, the action taken against 
the distributors of such films? 
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DR, SUBRAMANIAM SWAMY: In 
the statement that the Minister has 
laid On the Table, he has not listed 
those countries to WhlCh ~muggling 
is actually taking place. Therefore, 
as a point of infornnation we \vould 
like to know that. 

Secondly, since he has said that 
commercial solution is the ooly way 
to stop or eradicate this evil, he must 
indicate something to Parlian'\ent as 
to what is this 'commercial solution'. 
If he just says 'commercial solution', 
it can mean anything. Let him spell 
out some broad framework of the 
commercial solution. 

SHRI VASANT SATHE: Actually, 
the question did not ask which are 
those countries. S.~ondlY, once a 
thing is smuggled out it will not be 
possible to say that it 19 !'e5tncted to 
a particular country because it can , 
go all over, wherever there is demand. 

DR. SUBRAMANIAM SWAMY: 
Not to 150 countries? 

SHR! VASANT SATHE: We 
cannot pinpoint or name the countries. 
Some of them are well known. 

Now, he has asked about 'comme· 
cial solution'. We have appointed a 
Task Force to go into thil whole ques-
tion and we will find ou\ .. ... 
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DR.. SUBRA.MA.NIA.M awAMY:. 
Who are the members? 

SHRI V ASANT SATHE: It is an 
inter-Ministerial group, I do not want 
to take the benefit of experts like Dr. 
Swamy because there will be a tussle 
between them as to whether there is 
greater smuggling in Calcutta Or in 
Bombay or elsewhere! We are at 
present making an exercise in the 
Inter-Ministerial Task Force. We will 
try to find out a solution, whatever 
we can. 

DR. VASANT KUMAR PANDIT: 
If you read the statement very care-
fully, you will find that in t'!1ree cases 
people have been discharged and the 
quantum of flne is very less. There-
fore smugglers are finding it very 
eas; and profitable to smuggle out 
these films. May I know why those 
three persons were discharged, whe-
ther the evidence was tampered with 
or there is some lacuna in the existing 
law? 

SHRI VASANT SATHE: Obviously. 
as I have said myself, police solution 
is really no solution. They were ar-
quitted because adequate proof ob-
viously could not be produce"l ~~nd 

they got the benefit of it in the court. 
(InterruptIons) 

AN HON. MEMBER: No preventive 
meaSures? 

SHRI VASANT SATHE: It is not a 
question of taking ·preventiv(1 mea-
sures. These people who come from 
Bqmbay are really exoertc;. They 
know. (Interruptions) Actually. )n 
matters like smuggling, il is not an 
one-man act. It is a group which 
works. In smuggling, ae; you must be 
seeing in this, it is done in parts. 
One person has two or thr~e reels; the 
other persons are carrying the other 
reels. Threfore, when you get a part 
of it or something like that, obviously 

.it is very difficult. I have not studIed 
these cases; it is not possible to do. 
The point is this. It is a la.cunn either 
in the law or tPl the avidence. Tney 

IfJet releued. in the court. 'Vhat ('an 
we do if they are acquitted there? 

Accidents in Mines or Eastern 
CoaUlelds 

·533. SHRI R. L~ P. VERMA: Will 
the Minister of ENERGY AND COAL 
be pleased to state: 

(a) whether fatal accidents in th. 
mines of Eastern Coalfields Limited 
were highest in India during 1979 
rules. owing to officers ignorin~ Safety; 

(b) whether 43 persons were killed 
in 35 fatal accidents during that year; 
and 

(c) if so, what action he proposes 
to take against the concerned offi-
cers? 

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE 
MINISTRY OF ENERGY (SHRI 
VIKRAM MAHAJAN): (a) & (b). 
While 44 persons were killed in 36 
fatal accidents in Eastern Coalfields 
Ltd. during 1979 including 3 non-
mining accidents, officers weTe' held 
responsible by DGMS after inquiry 
only in 7 cases involving 11 fatalities. 

(c): After statutory inquiries, DGMS 
has launched prosecution in 6 cases 
and in the remaining one case he has 
recommended departmental action 
against the officer concerned. 
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