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IIR:cn~t I alW~it~q:~ 
~1IiT~~? 

SHRI PRANAB MUKHERJmE: So 
far as private minins is concerned, it 
is a problem no doubt. This particu-
lar aspect, I do not know where it is 
happening, but Government is trying 
to stop illegal private mining. In re-
gard to accumulation of stocks at the 
pitheads, in respect of both iron ore 
and coking coal, it is true; transport 
bottleneck is one of the reason. why 
We could not make these materials 
available to the steel plants I have 
already mentioned thlS. Again and 
again we are coming to the question 
of power and transport botleneck. 

Shortage of Raw Cashewnuts 

·246. SHRr p. K. KODIYAN: Will 
the .Minister of COMMERCE AND 
CIVIL SlJ1PPLIES be pleased to state: 

(a) whether shortage of raw 
cashewnuts has almost crippled the 
Cashew Industry; 

(b) the reasons for the shortage; 

(c) whether any special effort~ are 
being made to meet the shortage by 
stepping to import of raw cashewnuts; 
and 

(d) if so, the details thereof? 

THE MINIST~ OF STATE IN THE 
MINISTRY OF COMMERCE AND 
CML SUPPLIES (SHRI Z. R. 
ANSARI): (a) to (d). A statement is 
laid Oil the Table of the House. 

statemen.t 

I:sdian Cashew Industry hal been 
traditionally depending upon imports 
ot raw cashew nuts to meet part of its 
requirement ~or procesainr. Of late, 
the exportable surplus with East 
African countries viz., Tanzania Moza-
mbique, and Kenya who have beeR 
Our traditio.at IUppliers has lone 
do.,. coasiderably due to iacrease in 
their OWn processing capacity and 
.110 a atr.ab!e declirt.e ht their prO<Jl1C-if.. Ilareaver, whU. earlier Iaclia 

used to be the only buyer for the en-
tire raw cashew nuts available abroad, 
now there is severe competitlon frotD-
countries like China, Brazil ana 
Hongkong for the purchaSe of raw 
cashew nuts available. As a result 
import of raw cashew nuts by Cashew 
Corporation of India, through which 
import are canalis ed, has gone clown. 
considerably, thereby affecting the 
total availability of raw cashew nuta 
for processing. On account of the 
ihortage of Taw cashewnuts for pro-
cessing, the cashew processing indus. 
try hac; been adversely affected. 

The Cashew Corporation of India 
has been trying to develop non-tradi-
tional sources for supply of raw 
cashew nuts like Madagascar, Senegal, 
Nigeria and Guinea. In order to pro-
mote the imports, during July 1979, 
actual users were abo permitted to 
import raw cashew nuts from non-
traditional sources mostly on the 
West African Coast. For 1980, the 
Cashew Corporation has been able to' 
execute a contract with Kenya for 
the purchase of their entire exportable. 
surplus of raw cashew nuts. 

SHRI P. K. KODIYAN: Mr. 
Speaker, Sir, the hone Minister ha~ 
stated in the statement that the im-
port of_raw cashewnut from the tra-
ditional sources has been declil\ing in 
the past few years. IMay I kl'iow from 
the hon. Minister whether, in view of 
the importance of the cashe,"," indus-
try as the country'. iecond largest 
foreign exchange earner and also in 
view of the crisis that has a.ftUct~d the 
industry at present aflectiag more 
than ODe and a half lakh employees, 
Government would take up the ques-
tion of import of raw cashewnut from 
the traditional as we11 al nOR-tradi-
tional sources, at the hiJhest leve~ 
Government-to-Government level, in-
stead of entrulting thi. merely to the 
Cashew Corporation of Iadia whj~h 
has not been: successful ill ,ettin, ... 

MR. sPEAK.mR: What Is your 
pointed queltioa? 

SHRI P. :1:. :l:ODlYAN: ~ 
tioa Is whetlter, iJlltead of .. 
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to the cashew Corporation of lndia, 
Government would take up the quq-
tion of imPOrt of raw cashewnut at 
the highest level, Government-to-GOY· 
ernment level. 

SHRI Z. R. ANSARI: The Cashew 
Corporation Qf India ha. been trying 
to develop non-traditional sources for 
supply of raw cashewnuts-trom 
Madagaskar and other countries-and 
this auggestion may be examined in 
view of the fact that raw caShfYWnuts 
to the cashew industry are in ahort 
supply. 

SHRI P. K. KODIYAN: The indu... 
try has been facing another serious 
problem, apart from the decline in the 
import of raw cashewnuts. What-
ever was produced in the Kerala State 
wa~ sought to be procured by the 
State Government but the private 
cashew processors have been trying 
to smuggle the raw cashewnuts out 
of the State into the neighbouring 
States like Tamil Nadu particularly 
and get them processed there using 
the cheap labour because the ~age 
rate there is comparatively lower. In 
view of this crisis, the state Govern-
ment had been requesting the centre 
to persuade the Southern States to 
introduce a uniform wage policy 10 
that this smuggling of cashewnuts 
from the state can be avoided. I 
want to know what steps have been 
taken in this regard. 

SHRI PRANAB MUKHERJEE: It 
is not possible to have a regional 
wage policy. I would request the 
hon. Member that he can persuade 
his government to take it up with the 
lleighbouring governments like the 
governments of Tamil Nadu and Kar-
nataka. It is just not possible to have 
a wage policy for a regiOn because 
every State is entitled to fix the wages 
for workers and labourers there. 

SHRI B. K. NAm: The hon. Minis-
ter has not gone to the extent of de-
nying that there is a 8erious crisis 
in the trade. The crisis is there. Apart 
from stating the pplicy in this regard 
of import of raw c8shewnuts, I would 
like to know from the hone Minister 
to what extent imPorts haTe 

materialised-importa by priVate 
agencies as abo by the government. 
It is stated that they are makinl ia 9 

quiries and are trying to find out the 
sources. What is the extent of im-
ports sa far? I want to know the 
figures of import. that have materia-
lised so far in the cur rent year. 

SHRI z. R. ANSARI: It ia (5000 
tonnes. 

SHRI DIGVIJAY SINGH: Can the 
Minister tell Us the percentago com-
ponent of the imported raw cashew-
nuts to the local produce'? Then I 
would also like to know what steps 
are taken to organiZe production in 
India itself. 

SHRI Z. R. ANSARI: The imports 
are decreasing year by year. In 1971-
72 We were importing 1,57,300 metric 
tonnes ot cashewnuts while our pro-
duction \Vas 66,000 metric tonnes. Now 
the position is this. In 1978-79 our 
estimated production of cashewnuts 
Was 1,20,000 tonnes whi.le we were 
importing only 24,200 tonnes. 

Regarding the steps to augment 
locul productiont as a matter ot fact 
the real solution to "'he problem13 to 
incl'ease the indigenous ;production of 
raw cashewnuts. 

And for that purpose, the Cashew 
Corporation of India bas initiated 
steps to a9~list the State Government 
in increasing 'indigenous production. 
Under this Scheme, the Cashew Cor .. 
poration of India has set aside Rs. 4 
to 5 crores for the state-sponsored 
export-oriented environment scheme 
of cashew cultivation and this is in 
addition to the various plan schemee 
for the development of cashew plan-
tations undertaken by the Ministry of 
Agriculture. 

Sir, the World Bank as'3istance has ... 4 

also been sought tor the purp05e of 
increasing cashew production. 

MR. SPEAKER: Next quertioD. Shri 
Arjun Sethi 




