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veyed. One is Gauhati-Burnihat 
(Assam-Meghalaya)· 28.21 K.M. 'l'he 
other is Rangapara Bhalukpung 
(ASsaln-ArWladhal) 3~.45 K.M. 

Then you have Murkongselek Pas-
sighat (Assam-Arunachal) 32.00 K.M. 

Tipling-Itanagar (Assam Aruna-
chal) 70.00 K.M. 

Paneharanaghat Darangiri (Ass<tnl 
Meghalaya) 121.55 K.,M. 

Lalaghat-Sairang 102.35 K.M.; Lara-
ghat-Bhairabi 48.77 K.M. 

Alnguri-Tuli 
17.07 K.M. 

(Assam-N agaland ) 

Regarding the specific question 
which the Hon'ble Member has asked, 
at the moment I do not have the refe-
renCe of the letter written to him by 
the then Railway Minister. How-
("'el' I will try to get that reference 
also. 

N'l)\\', ')0 far as thec;;e lines are con-
cerned, already the progress is absolu_ 
tely 111 an advanced stage. My friend 
will have t11(' henefit of thes~ lines 
within a short time. 

MF SPF AKER: No; this js disal-
lowed. 
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MR. SPEAKER: Q. No. 169 ... Q. No. 
170 ... The members are absent. I 
have been having this phenomenon 
fOT the last three days. 

AN HON. MEMBER: They are from 
the ruling party. 

MR. SPEAKER: From each section 
~if the House. 

SUPer POwer confrontation in Indian 
Ocean 

·171. SHRI JANARDHANA POO-
JARY: Wlll the Minister of EXTER-
NAL AFFAIRS be pleased to state: 

(a) whether Government's atten-
tion has been drawn to the news item 
published in local daily of 30th May, 
1980 'Indian Ocean is increasingly 
becoming an arena of super power 
confrontation'; and 

(b) if so, the reaction of Govern-
ment thereto? 

THE MINISTER OF EXTERNAL 
AFFAIRS (SHRI P. V. NARASIMHA 
RAO): (a) Government have been 
newspa pers reports to this effect. 

(b) India is committed to the UN 
Resolution of 1971. regarding the 
esta blishment of a Zone of Peace in 
the Indian Ocean. Therefore, We are 
ctnncerned by the fact that there has 
been a heavy increase in the military 
presence of the outside powers in the 
Indian Ocean. We believe that great 
power military presence ad competi-
tion in the Indian Ocean is inimical 
to the peace and stability of this area, 

SHRI JANARDHANA POOJARY: 
contrary to the aSSUrance given to t.he 

littoral countries, Diego Garcia is no~ 
built up as a formidable naval and 
air base in that sensitive area by 
USA. Not only that, according tu 
an expert's report, about 21 warships 
including Aircraft Two Task Force 
are facing now 12 ftghtin~ ships as ~ls ') 
15 support ships of the Soviet Union 
in that region. The Indian Ocean 
has become a region of confrontation 
and rivalry. Not only that; it has 
become a cock-Pit of tension and pres-
sure. Under these circumstances, will 
the Minister state whether the Gov-
ernment 'Of India is going to initiate 
steps to advance the Colombo sum. 
mit meeting of 1981 on Indian Ocean, 
with the support of the littoral 
countries? 

SHRI P. V. NARASIMHA RAO: 
It may not be possible to advance it 
at this stage; but we are making all 
prepa~ations to see that the confe-
rence is effective. Weare in touch 
with the litto:rol countries, each of 
which is equally 'worried and equally 
concerned. Tb~re have been some 
consultations in New York; and now 
I think the stage is set for the con-
ference in Colombo. Our thrust 
has been, and will be to make the great 
Powers the~selves responsible for 
the implementation I[)lf the declaration, 
as opposed to the littoral and hinter-
land states getting bogged down in 
consideration of inter -se interests. 
So, this is our approah; and this is 
ou~ thrust. And I dlQn't think that 
there is any other alternative, except 
to mobilize world opinion, and parti-
cular ly the opinion of all cormtries in 
this area on this matter. 

SHRI JANARDHANA POOJARY: 
What is the reaction of the Govern-
ment of India to a proposal for the 
setting up of a small task force of 
littoral countries to sensitiZe world 
opinion, and also tOi coordinate the 
response of the littoral countries to 
the external intereference in this 
region? 




