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MR, SPEAKER: He wants export
figures.

SHRI CHARANJIT CHANANA: It
was exported to Iran, Gulf countries,
Pakistan, Bangladesh, Maladives, Ku-
wait besides Nepal and Bhutan.

Modern Aircraft for use by V.VILPs.

*147. SHRI N. E, HORO: Will the
Ministey of DEFENCE be pleased to
state:

(a) whether it is a fact that India
is not in gy position to become self
sufficient in respect of modern air-
craft for the use of very very impor-
tant persons; and

(b) whether Government have
made efforts to geek technical assist-
ance of some foreign engineerg in this
regard?

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN
THE MINISTRY OF DEFENCE
(SHR]I C. P. N. SINGH: (a) The
number of aircraft required for
VVIP flights being very small, it will
be uneconomical to build them indi-
genously.

(b) No, Sir.
SHRI N. B HORO: It is very

strange that India being such a big
country and there are 50 many very
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very important persons, how ig it
that it hag not occurred to the Gov-
ernment to go in for pjore aircraft
for quick transport? They have been
using air force planeg and also heli-
copters very often. I think it is advis-
able that they should acquire more
planeg for their travel in the entire
country so that they can look after the
people spread over the entire coun-
try.

SHRI C. P. N. SINGH: This is a
suggestion made by the hon, member.
We will definitely consider hig valueq
suggestion,

DR. SUBRAMANIAM SWAMY:
The present aircraft, the Ilyushin
aircraft which wag supplied by the
Soviet Union. ... (Interruption). He
objects to anything I say about
Russia.

MR, SPEAKER: Shall I mediate?
You put your question.

DR, SUBRAMANI!AM SWAMY:
I would like to know whether the
Minister hag analysed the Report on
the air crash that took place of the
VIP plane near Jorhat and whether
he does not consider the present air-
craft as unserviceable ang whether
Government will consider importing
a fresh air-craft for VIP travel.

SHRI C. P. N, SINGH: The Hon.
Member has put up a very valid
point. It is quite correct that these
air-crafts which we acquired some-
time in 1966 are rather obsolete, and
they are going to be phased out.

Now, there were just six 2124¢ that
we are talking about and the HS|48
end these were together eight air-
craft, out of which one crashed in
Jorhat, We wil]} definitely look into
this. A committee hag been set up
and the recommendations of the Com-~
mittee, whatever they are, wil] Dbe
congidered. We will also take into
consideration the Hon. Member’s ideg
about fresh air-craft,





