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and the discussion took place. Till 
now the state Government has not 
Bent us any proposals in this regard. 
The moment they send the proposals 
to us, they will be considered. 

'11' '(TinCiH,f( wmlrT ~ ~~~ iil'r, 
~ lif;ft iT&T~li ij- lf~ \ifTii'fT :qr~m ~ fafi 
fcr~~~ ro~ et1 T 'Sf;r;a- f~'f ~TqT ~ 
~~ it ~ ~T"{ ~'T ~ ~ tr:q ~ fCfi ~~ 
srerrc1CfiT ;r qn:ol{~ o~tro ifiT ~r CfiTl 
2'1W;' ? 
~'-. Q. • 

SHRI A. P. SHARMA: Sir, I think 
this does not arise out of this ques. 
tion. But, I take a note of this ques-
tion and 1 shall furnish the informa-
tion. 

Regional Rural BankS, OriSsa 
"'802. SHRI LAKSHMAN MAL-

LICK: Will the Minister of FINANCE 
be pleased to state: 

(a) whether Government propose 
to set uP more Regional Rural Banks 
during the current calendar year in 
the State of Orissa; and 

(b) if so, what are the details in 
this regard? 

THE MINISTER OF FINANCE 
(SHRI R. VENKATARAMAN): (a) 
Yes" Sir. 

• ·(b) Two Regional Rural Banks 
have already been set up in the cur-
rent calendar yea.r covering the dis-
tricts of Kalahandi, Mayurbhanj and 
Keonjhar. It is expected that three 
more banks will be established in the 
State in near future covering the dis-
tricts of Ganjam, Balasore and Dhen-
kanal. 

SHRI LAKSHMAN MALLICK: I 
would like to know from the hon. 
Finance Minister the total number of 
regional rural banks opened so far 
in. the State of Orissa and also the 
total population of the district-wise 
coverage 80 far as these regional 
rural banks are concerned. 

SHRI R. VENKATARAMAN: Sir, 
there are thirteen districts in Orissa; 
eight hE\vje already been covered. 

The Reserve Bank has agreed to open 
three more. Therefore, Orissa has 
an excellent record of rural banks. 

MR. SPEAKER: No second sup-
plementary? Mr. Das, 

IJII' " SHRI A. C. DAS: In view of the 
economic backwardness in the dIS-
tricts like Koraput, Phulbani, Sunder .. 
garh" Bolangir and Cuttack which are 
thickly populated with adivasis and 
harijans, may I know from the han. 
Finance Minister whether more rural 
banks are likely to be opened in the 
near futUre and whether licences WIll 
be issued to the other nabonalisrd 
banks to open their branches in those 
areas? 

SHRI R. VENKATARAMAN: So 
far as Ganjam District is concerned, 
the Reserve Bank has already agreed 
that regional rural banks should 
be opened. So far as opening of 
branches in the places mentioned by 
the hon. Member is concerned, a ljst 
may be submitted to the Orissa Gov-
ernment so that they may take that 
into account when they select the 
places. So far as the opening of the 
branches are concerned, I would 
require separate notice because this 
is not connected with the main ques-
tion. 

SHRI RAJESH PILOT: May I know 
from the han. Minister about the 
achievements and failures of rural 
banks? Have any steps been taken 
to imprOVe the performance and the 
impact of the eX:bstin'g rural banks? 
Have these ideas been incorpora.ted 
in the objectives of old and new 
banks which are being opened. 

SHRI R. VENKATARAMAN: As a 
matter of fact the question Qf utility 
of \he regional rural banks was re-
ferred by the previous Government to 
an expert economist, Prof. Dantawala 
He has gone into the whole matter 
and has said that thl regional rural 
banks win serVe a. very useful pur .. 
POSe in the economy. The CongreSll 
Government originally started thi. 
idea. We are golng ahead with thi •• 
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So far as the performance is concern. 
ed" it has been satisfactory. Actually, 
the rural banks which ha ve been 
established in Orissa, \for which I 
have figures, in the last three years, 
were not yielding profits. To-day 
they; are working satisfactorily and 
they have even earned a profit. 
Therefore, this shows that the re-
gional rural bank idea is datching up 
with the rural population and that it 
is a success. 
Gulf markets flOOded with LUllIis and 
Bed~ UD.der Indian Brand 

Il&IIleS 

*803. SHRr JANARDHANA POO-
JARY: Will the Minister of COM-
MERCE be pleasefi to state: 

(a) whether Government are aware 
tha t China and Thailand are flooding 
the Gulf markets with lungis and 
bedspreads under popular Indian 
brand names; 

(b) whether Government have 
taken up this matter with the Govern-
ments of China and Thailand; and 

( c) if so, the details in this re,ard? 

THE MINISTER OF COMMERCE 
AND STEEL AND MINES (SHRI 
PRAN Aa MUKHERJEE): (a) to (c) 
Government have not receiyed any 
specific complaint from the trade in 
this regard; nOr has any Indian Mis-
sions ill the region reported market-
ing of lun'gis and bedspreads under 
Indian brand names by China and 
Thailand. However, on th~ item 
appearing in same newspapel'i in 
India, Indian Missions in the regions 
have been requested to ascertain the 
facts. 

SHRI JANARDHANA POOJARY: 
Sir,. it is crystal clear that Indian 
lungis and bedspreads are very popu-
lar in the Gulf countries. May I 
know from the hon. Minister as to 
what iG the worth of lungis and bed-
spreads that has been exported in 
this year and what steps have been 
taken to increase the exports in order 
to meet the SUPply of the same in the 
Gulf couatries and in order to pro-
mote the export of these lungis? 

SHRI PRANAB MUKHERJEE: Sit', 
we export \a large number of items 
in the handloom sector and it is not 
possible for the Ministry to keep the 
statistics item-wise and even coun-
try~wise. As many as 121 countries 
consume these items. If the hon'ble 
Member is Geriously interested to 
know the actual number of lungh~, 
and how much amount we have re-
ceive~ as foreign exchange then I 
require a separate notice ;for that. 

SHRI JANARDHANA POOJARY: 
While complimenting t.be Minister 
for taking immediate action on re-
ceipt of the press report, may I know 
from the Minister whether OUr em-
bassies in Gulf countries have been 
contacted to ascertain the facts re-
garding the alleged maLpractices 
adopted by these countries? 

SHRI PRANAB MUKHERJEE: It 
has been ascertained and sometimes 
it may happen but I have ascertained 
the facts. They have been requested 
to check up from the local market 
and let Us know the actual position. 

SHRI M. SATYANARAYAN RAO: 
Sir, in gulf countries not only our 
consumer goods but also other goods 
are quite popular because of the good 
quality. The Chairman, Engineering 
Export Council .stated thab there is 
great demand in thOse countries for 
OUr goods but unfortunately we ar~ • 
not in a position to meet their re-
qu~rements. They are demanding 
goods worth 100 crores but Commerce 
Ministry is not in a position to meet 
their requirements. In view of this 
I would like to know what steps do 
you contemplate to take to see that 
more exports take place to these 
countries? 

SHRr PRANAB MUKHERJEE: Sir, 
this particular question relates to 
handloom exports. So far as the total 
exports are concerned we have fixed 
a target of 16 per cent growth for the 
current year and I do hope it would 
be poSSible to reach the traget and 
naturally We will have proportionate 
share from the gulf countries which 
is a growing market to our products. 




