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The House may stand in silence fOr 
a short while as a mark of respect 
to the memory of the departed souls. 

The Members then stood in silence JOT 

a shoTt while. 

ORAL ANSWERS TO QlJE'STIONS 

Contracts to women's cooperative or-
pDisatioDS 

·223. SHRI R. K. MHALGI: Will 
the Minister of RAIL WAYS de 
pleased to state: 

(a) whether Government propose to 
give more contracts/assignment:; to 
Women's Cooperative Organisations on 
the Railway Stat'i'Ons; 

(b) if so, what are the I/~ans; and 

(c) since when this scheme has been 
in operation? 

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE 
MINISTRY OF RAILWAYS (SHRI 
C. K. JAFFER SHARIEF): (a) Genu-
ine Cooperative Societies of actual 
workers are given preference in the 
allotment of contracts for various 
types of works. No distinction in this 
respect is made between cooperative 
societies on the basis -of sex. 

(b) and (c). Do not arise. 

SHRI R. K. 1VIHALG I: The answer 
is vague and jsomewhlat evasive. I 
would !ike to know whethe!' outside 
the employees of the Railway Admins-
tration any women's cooperative Or-
ganisations have been given rontracts 
or assignments on the railway, parti-
cularly for canteens and restaurants 
and if so, how many such cooperatives 
are working in the railways at pre-
Isent? 

SHRI C. K. JAFFER SHARIEF: As 
I have said. the genuine cooperative 
societies, where the workers are real-
ly interested in taking UJ!) these ven-
tures are being encouraged and he]p-
ed. 

With regard to the specific question 
about women's cooperative organisa-
tions. One Mahila Sahkari Grahak 

Sanstha Ltd., Manmad in Maharashtra 
had applied for a sugarcane juice ~tall. 
It was not considered suitable by a 
committee of three senior scale officers, 
who examined the request. The rea-
son was that the Mahila Sanstha had 
no experience in catering and, there-
f'Ore, were not considered suitable for 
this venture. But wherever it has 
been given contracts or assignments 
to take up the work of catering or 
vending or anything else, 'Our poHcy 
is to encourage them and help them. 

SHRI R. K. MHALGI: My question 
was: whether outside the employees 
of the railway Administration any 'wo-
men's cooperatiVe organisations have 
been given contractors or assignments 
on the railways particularly for can-
teen, restaurant etC'. This bas not been 
replied properly. 

SHRI C K. JAFFER SHARIEF: I 
do not ha~e the specific information; 
I '.vi11 ~upply the same to the hon. 
Member. 

SHRI R. K MHALGI: Whether any 
such appHcations are pending and if 
so, since when? 

SHRI C K. JAFFER SHARIEF: 
This is also related to the first ques-
ti-on. As I said, I will verify and sup-
ply this information also. 

~ Sit .. ", ~~ : ~ ~~ la 
( fCfi ~ 'RO)~I '11 tn: ~ lIT ct{'Z1'11 
qi ~~ c6 ~ ~ CIT'{ ~ C?6 (l4I~ 
~ (, ~ ~ Cfir.i ~ Rni ~ m-
~ 6fi,\!1~ If ~ ~ ~ ~\jj~",(l 
C6T ~ If ~ cfi ~ ~ ~ ;f 70 
~Cli~~~'CliT~~ 
"{@l ~, 0Ih ~ q-;,: q)'1'lf +ft ~ '~3TT 
'IT I ~ iJT'f If arT\ir etft ~ (Cfil ( i6l CflIT 
;ftfo ( ? ~ ~ arpf :q~an( ~ 

~ ~ sm;ck m1fl ~ ~ " iffif ( 
~ .. r·... ~ , '1 lIT ~ ~ q Cfi Z (.1 Cfi ~ \? I iIf (?1 q 14 41 . 
~ 'r· ... · ~ ~ ~ c:"1~ an eo < .1 ~ ilft"ictl'f {' <:11 

~ ~ 3f'ir (fq) ~ ~ efi tmf arn:r 
.,; arh fCfi a;c ~ ? 

SImI C. K. JAFFER SHARIEF: The 
basic question is one of providing bet-
ter catering facilities to the travellmg 
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public. As I have a:.ready said, if the 
workers are competent enough to 
cater to the needs. certainly We will 
encourage them. If they are not com-
petent enough, and if there are outsi-
ders. we wi:l welcome them and do it. 

I5i\1nft Sltq", 'f.in' : If";f ~ ~ 
( tq) CNT ~ emf ~ ~ efi 
~~qm(lTT~~~~IT 
:ci1\;·::i;f ~ CfiT h'lIT ~ I 

ssft m .. s. ~ ~ : ~ ofi 
~I 

~HRI BHAGWAT JHA AZAD: Are 
we k) understand from tbe repl~r of 
the hon .. Minister that women'~ co-
operatives are not competent to run 
the canteens and other th ings in the 
Railways, that they have g·ot not even 
one which he can Point out to us. and 
::;ay that it has been given by the 
Ra'ilways? Is it a fact that because 
WOmen are less prone to embezz:ement 
and to giving less in terms of quan-
tity and quality C'oJrnpared to other 
contractors, that the Ministry is not 
helping women's cooperatlves? Why 
is it that he cou~d pot Point ',')ut even 
one cooperative of women in the RrliJ-
ways, anywhere in India? 

SHRI C. K. JAFFER SHARIEF: Tt 
is not S'oJ. It is not our idpa. I .per-
~onaIly feel that wom~n'\;; coopf"lra-
fives are more competent b~cause th~v 
[lr", wpll trnin~(i in C(ltpri11g As J have 
said, I do not have the figures; I ~hal1 
collect the figure and supply to the 
Hon'ble Member. 

SHRI R. K. MHALGI: The MAln 
Question was that: but the Minister 
was 'not ready with the reply. 

SHRI BHAGWAT JHA AZAD: The 
main question relates to it. 

SHRI NARAYAN CHOUBEY: In 
your answer, you have give;:'} se\Tera1 
types of contracts. 

SHRI C. K. JAFFER SHARIEF: 
There is one women's welfare organi-
zation by name Sharada Udyog Man ... 

dir, Amravatj which has been regis-
tered under the Societies~ Act, 1860. 
It has been running one Tea; Coffee 
Sweetmeat and Fruit Stall at Badnera 
station of the Central RaIlway. 

S!ffiI NARAYAN CHOtJBEY: Do 
you know that generally, only - such 
cooperatives are given jobs on the 
Railways whose presidents are the "oli-
ves of GMs., DRMs. and DSSs; and 
if any member of the cooperative da-
res t·o challenge their authoritarian 
attitude, they are thrown out? 

SHRI C. K. JAFFER SHARIF.F· J 
do not know. If the han. Member gives 
any specific mstances, I will ~ook into 
them. 

SHRI NARAYAN CHOUBEY: There 
are hundreds 'oJf them. 

SHRI C. K. JAFFER SHARIEF: You 
can give them. 

Spreading of Leprosy in the Country 

*225. DR. SARADISH ROY: Will 
the Minister of HEALTH be p:eased 
to state: 

(a) whether the attention of Gov-
ernment has been drawn t·~ the sp-
reading of leprosv in the country; 

(b) whether it is a fact that 1/5 of 
the lepers in the "rorld Clre living 
'in India; and 

(c) the steps taken by Government 
for prevention and eradication of this 
disease thereof? 

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE 
MI~ISTRY OF HEALTH (SHIRl NI-
HAR RANJAN LASKAR): (a) Yes, 
Sir. 

(b) Approximate1y so. 

(c) Under the National Leprosy 
ContI"ol Programme, steps <lre heing 
taken by the Government for early 
detection and regular treatment of 
Leprosy patients in order to contain 
the disease. 




