19 Oral .Ainswers

Abolition of Bonded Labour System

*269. SHRI AHMED M. PATEL:
Will the Minister of LABOUR be
pleased to state:

(a) whether the bonded labour
system has totally been abolished in
the country;

(b) if not the names of States in
which bonJed labour still exists; and

(¢) whether any target hag been
fixed for banishing this evil from this
country?

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN
THE MINISTRY OF LABOUR (SHRI
T. ANJIAH): (a) to (¢). A statement
is laig on the Table of the House.

Statement

The bonded labour system has been
statutorils  abolished throughout the
country w th effect from 25th October,
1975 unde:r the Bonded Labour Systemn
{Abolition) Act, 1976

The implementation of tlus Act s
primarily the responsibility of the
State Governments, who have so la.
reported 120,292 cases of identified
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and freeq bonded labour. The process
of rehabilitation is continuing in the
States of Andhrg Pradesh, Bihar,
Karnataka, Kerala, Madhya Pradesh,
Orissa, Rajasthan, Tamil Nadu gr
Uttar Pradesh.

The concerneq State Governments
are being financially assisted by a
Centrally sponsored Scheme under
which 50 per cent matching Central
financial assistance is released to State
Governments for the rehabilitation of
freed bonded labour. The rehabilita-
tion schemes are either land-based,
non-land baced or skill/craft based,
depending upon local conditions and
needs. On an average, the Centrally
sponsorad Scheme envisages about Rs
4000/- to be spent on each bonded
labourer, half of which is the Central
share, The allocation for the current
year has been stepped upto Rs 3
crores and all efforts are being made
for an early solution of this problem.

The State-wise details regarding the
identification of bonded labourers and
the release of Central financial gssis-
tance for the rehabilitation of releas-
ed bonded labourers are given in
Annexure-I and Annexure-II.
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