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to go into the question afresh again,
ag the hon. Member has already ex-
plained, to meet the immediate re-
quirements, the Government is active-
ly considering the import of a few
more traction motors.

SHRI NARAYAN CHOUBEY: Mr.
Speaker, Sir.

-MR. SPEAKER: No. please. Iy is
enough.

Bridge over Ganga in Bihar

*267. SHR] RAM VILAS PASWAN:
Wil the Minister of SHIPPING AND
TRANSPORT be pleased to statc:

a) whether Government of Bihar
nave gent to the Central Government
a report with their recommendation
in connection with construction of a
bridge over the Ganga near Bhagal-
pur in Bihar;

tb) if so, when and the details of
the recommendations: and

(¢) the time by which construction
work on this bridge is likely to be
started?

THE MINIS"™ER OF STATE |IN
THE MINISTRY OfF SHIPPING AND
TRANSPORT (SHRI BUTA SINGH):
(a) to (¢). Yes, Sir. The Dbridge
however talls on g State road. The
Bihar Government are therefore es-
sentially concerned with al] matters
pertaining to this hridge including its
commencement, completion and re-
commendationg emanating from the
techno-economic study of the project
sent by them in May 1979 stressirg
the neeq for the construction of a
high leve] pridge between Mokameh
and Farakka,
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MR. SPEAKER: Don't try {o teac h
him geography.
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SHRI BUTA SINGH: Ag stated in
the main reply, the question of con-
structing a bridge between Mokameh
and Farakka was taken up on the re-
commendation of the State Govern-
ment, But, Sir, ag stated in the main
reply, all the schemes including
national highways and the bridges to
be taken up in the Sixth Plan were
deleted from the Plan. Therefore, the
question of taking wup this bridge
separately or specially does not arise
at this moment,

Sir, the hon, Member has said that
Bihar is deprived. Consideration is
never State-wise. All roads and brid-
ges of national importance are viewed
from the national point of view and
it does not matter even if more than
one or two bridges or roads are fall-
ing in one State. The consideration
is in the overall national interest and
not in the interest of a State.
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SHR] BUTA SINGH: Based em the
techno-economic survey made with
the help of the Railway Ministry, the
estimate worked out is that if the
bridge is at Sultanganj, its cost will
be to the tune of Rs. 31.45 crores but
if it is to be located at Bhagalpur,
then the cost will be to the tune of
Rs. 3256 crores.

SHRI BHAGWAT JHA AZAD: Sir,
I am sorry the question relating to
my constituency has been put in a
wrong way, He does not get a favoui-
able reply. I am sorry to say so. 1
want to know from the hon. Minister
whether it 1s g fact that the hon.
Minister for Shipping and Transport
once in last session and once in this
very session has said that the desir-
ability of a bridge at Bhagalpur, the
headgnarter: of my constituency, is an
e<centizlily. But, for want of finds,
it is not being done, I would like to
knoyw whether, in view of the impor-
tance of the backwardnesg of this
area, in view of the backwardness of
the State and in view of the Govern-
ment’s acceptance of the desirability
of the bridge, whether the Minister
will favourably consider this and im-
presc on the Planning Commission
that it should be taken up in the pre-
sent Plan. I think this is a proper
way.

PROF. N. G. RANGA: The differ-
ence is only one crore of rupees.

SHRI BUTA SINGH: The hon. Mem-
ber's suggestion will be taken into
consideration,





