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SHRI CHANDULAL CHANDRA- (b) The tc,tal requirement of c:nldng 
KAR: It is fitted with that d.evtce. coal for the steel plants lncl,"tiioa-

TISCO during 1980-81 1.: 
SHRI SUNIL MAIT'RA: 11'-27 air-

crafts are not fitted with th it de\ ice. 
He should check up with his officials 
and tell us. FIrst he should check 
up and then say it. 

THE MINISTER OF SHIPPING AND 
TRANSPORT AND" TOURISM AND 
CIVIL AVIATION: (SHRI A. P. 
SHARMA): Sir, it is mentioned here 
that the Calcutta radar could not guide 
the aircraft. Now, we do find, Sir, 
that these aircrafts are fitted with 
radars. But we will ... 

MR. SPEAKER: No radar. He 
says, flight recording recorder, black-
box. That is tliere to record the 
flight. Was it there? 

SHRI A. p. SHARMA: It is fitted, 
Sir. 

SHRI SPEAKER: That is it. Next 
question, Shri Pradhani. 

Import of Coal 

·83. SHRI K. PRADHANI: Will 
the Minister of STEEL AND MINES 
be pleased tOt state: 

(a) whether it is a fact that the 
Indian Government have decided to 
import coal from foreign countries; 
and 

(b) if so, how much and What are 
the details regarding the requirements 
for country·s public sector steel plants 
this year? 

THE MINISTER OF COMMERCE 
AND MINES (SHRI PRANAB l.\tU-
KHERJEE): Ta} Wlhile no final deci-
sion has been taken the imoprt of a 
portion of the requirement of coking 
Coal ftlr steel plants during 1980-81 

!a under the consideration of Govern-
ment. 

In million tonnes 

(i) SAIL Steel Plants 
(ii) TISeO 

Total 

14.136 
2.890 

17.026 

SHRI K. PRADHANI: Mr. Spukker, 
may I know from the hone :vl1nister 
whether it is a fact that during last 
year, from April to Decem~r. 1979, 
there was short suply of coal to the 
steel plants of the order of 10.000 ton-
nes a day. If so, what was 'the shortfall 
in the production of steel due to short 
supply of coal? 

SHRI PRANAB MUKHERJEE: The 
shortfall in the production of steel is 
mainly because of two counts. One is, 
non-availability of coking C'oa1. The 
second is power. But in regard to the 
shortfall in coking coal, we could auau-
rnent OUr supply by importing some 
coking coal. Thereby the shortfall ift 
the indigenous production was met to 
some extent. It is just not posSlble t. 
identify and say on what counts. whe-
ther on account of coking coal, or on. 
account of nem-availability of rower, 
what percentage of production went 
down and all that. 

SHRI K. PRADHANI: May I know 
whether the coal proposed to be im-
ported is of a better quality? what 1a 
the delivery price the coal proposed to 
be impOJrted? 

SHRI PRANAB MUKHERJEE: The 
whole object is to have coking coal of 
lower ash content. It is in the order of 
8 to 10 per cent. As it is known to the 
Ihon. Members, the indigenous coking 
coal is having ash content to the ex-
tent of 21 to 26 per cent and what we 
are importing would have 8 to 10 per 
cent of ash content. This imported cok-
ing coal is blended with the indi&enous 
coking c~.al so that the overall ash l"OD-
tent is reduced. 



9 JYAISTHA 23, 1902 '(SAKA) IQ-

So far as the price is concerned, this 
year we have not yet tliken any deci-
siC'n to import coking coal: it is u41der 
consideration of the Govprnment. It is, 
therefore, not :possible for me to in-
dicate at what price level it Nould be 
available. Naturally, the negotiation and 
other things win have to n9. In£l.de. So 
far as the price of t.he l::Jst year IS con-
cerned, 1 can give the iniC'rmat.;.rm. to 
the hon. Mem her. We imported cdking 
coal ... rom Canada at Rs. 688 per \.t)I)ne 

and from Austr~lJa at RS. 5H~ oer 
toon"..~. 

SHRI JAGDISH TYTLER: Sir, the 
coal is a very irnportant ~ource of ener-
gy for our country. I would hke ine 
hon. l~inister to staI~': 

(a) Under what circumstances is he 
forced to import the coal l)cHticul..lrly 
when 1 h9 countrv i~ rich with the C?~~tl

mat ... ~(] reserves of hundred oUllon ton-
neg awaiting exploitation? We have 
this !!luch coal In our country al)(l n lS 

tJaS2Cl on researcn ana eXlnoratlon tnat 
we havE?' aon--

(b) If the imports are as a r.?sult of 
shortfall in production as made out, 
what are the steos that the Governn1E~'nt 
proposes to take to lncrease nroduct\op'? 

(c) Will the imports alone help the 
country tide over the Dresent (~ns.1S with 
the present imbalance ill the '!lstr'bu-
tion network, particularly because of 
the difficulties in rail tranSDort? 

(d) If not, what effective steps are 
being taken by the Government to tone 
up the rail movement of coal to en-
sure timely supply to major consunlers 
like steel mills, thermal power stations 
etc.? 

SHRI PRANAB IV[UKHERJEE: I 
agree with the hon. Member that we 
have the reserves of coal to the ex-
tent of 15,000 millio.n tonnes and na-
turally it woul("f be our endeavour to 
improve our indigenous production. But 
perhaps the hon. Member jq missing 
ODP point. The reserves of coking coal 
are not ade1uate. According to the ex-
perts, the rescrvc& Qf 'COking coal which 
we h :rve may not l~ for many years 

with the expansion of the steel pll:lnts. 
According to som~ extierts, it ("an last 
only for 30-40 :vears. 

Secondly, the problem is (Jf tne ash 
content. It is nc,t the problem of non-
availability. Because of the 'power 
shortage. the production in the waS--
heries also suffers and it is not lJossi-
hIe for us to ilnprove the domestic 
oroduction and reduce the ash COlltpnt 
by more and mOire wasrung . .Hut 1 00 
a.gree with the hoo. Member that Im-
nort IS a snort-term Ineasure OfHY to 
nae over the present cnSlS. ana ..1..t-
bmal.cly. WP. mUE',t take varIOUs steos 
to improve our indigenous Production 
.ai'e! l;'lY c(}l~..: ~ LtC in the Ministry of 
~nergy and Coal is looking d.nc~ 1Jhat 
mane!". 

PROF. N. G. HANGA: But we are 
takIng too long a time. 

SHRI PRANAB MUKHERJEE: It 
IS not too lung a time. If tne hon. 
Member is interested, I can give him 
some figures of production of indi-
genous coal also. In the ye:lr I!; 7 5-76, 
It was 12.895 milli('.rl tonnes and in 
1978-79. it was 13.625 million tannes. 
Therefore, production is also ,J .. o4ng up. 
And this I am relating to ~he indi ... 
genous coal supply to the steel 1- ~llt!). 
There are certain constraints as the 
hon. Members are aware. As tnere is 
no po\ver. there is no coal; as thE:re 
is no coal, there is no power; ,as the::.'e 
IS no movement of the coal hy rail-
ways to the tlhermal power station or 
to the steel plants. the power E f;~era
tion and the steel production !s going 
down. A Cabinet Committee is lock-
ing after that aspect. To some extent, 
thp railway tranSDortation r;ysten} has 
improved .... , (Interru,ptions). t do 
agree with the horl. Members that we 
must concentrate on improving our in-
digenous production and aft~r all oU:" 
requirement is 17 miPion tonne:; th.!s 
year and we are cepending on 15 m:1 .. 
lion tonnes indigenous production and 
the import iQ tc he marginal. \ 

r 

SHRI R. K. ~LGI. What ~al 
efforts are bein~itIJ.te to increase .~e 
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prodUCtiOll of cok1~ coal indiaenoul-
ly? 

SHRI PRANAB MUKHERJEE: I 
have alre~dy stated ,that we aN' try .. 
lng to do this by exploring new mines, 
by expanding the capacities of wher-
les to reduce the ash content and 
by streamling the transportation from 
the producing areas to the consum'mg 
areas etc. 

~ ,-n' W1t't: ~ ~~RtC4 ;f ~ t fen ~?fi SlrwCfill., It ~1I(!\tiI(Ot 
w:arr t I 1f ~ ~ C fcfi ~ 
~netq;l\1 ~ (~~ sner ~ 
t ? 

SHRI PRANAB MUKHERJEE: 1 
have already mentioned that our 7x-
pee ted deman~ would be 17 millio,n 
tonnes and according to the Coal au-
thoritIes, they can provide '.lS 15.8 
million tonnes of indigenous coking 
coal. Therefore, the shortfall sa far as 
the steel sector is ccncerned is 1.2 
milli on tonnes. 

Bank A veruge in West Bengal vis-a-
vis in the country 

+ 
*84. SHRI SAMAR MUKHERJEE' 

PROF. RUP CHAND PAL: 

Will the MinIster of FINANCE ~'~ 

pleased to state: 

(a) whet-her it is a fact that while 
on an avel'age there is one bank per 
20,000 people in the country but in 
West BenMal there is one bank per 
35,000 people; 

(b) if ~.o the reasons therefor; 

(c) whelher it is also a fact that 
credit deposit ratio of the rural and 
semi-urbal.l branches in West Bengal 
was 24% and 35% against the 
national a ~erage of about 3'5% and 
47% respecti ve;r; 

,>II' 
(d) if Sv, l:~ction of Government 

thereto; ehd'-'< 
j' • ( 

(e) jt$.p~ taken by Government to 
rem~ th~ dispari..bll 

THE MINISTER OF FINANCE 
(SHRI R. VENKATARAMAN): <ai to 
(e). A statement is laid on the 'l'able 
of the House, 

As at the end of December 1979, 
on an average. there was one bank 
branch f'\}r every 22,000 people in 
West Bengal. The corresponding all 
India average was one branch for 
every 17,000 people. 'Ho\vever, ex .. 
cluslve of the branches at urban and 
metropo:itan centres and the popula-
tion of such centres, there was one 
rural/semi.urban branch for every 
35,000 rural/semi·urban people in 
West Bengal and for every 22,000 
people for the country as a whole. 

Several factors such as the heavy 
backlog of neglect of rural and semi-
Ur ryan areas by the banks in the pre-
nationalisation days, limited capacity 
of the banks to undertake branch 
expanSl'~n programme in rural areas 
and limited availability of growth 
centres with adequate infra.struc-
tural facilities and good business po-
tential had constributed to the poorer 
banking c·overage of the rural areas 
i[J West Bengal. 

The credit: deposit ratios of the 
rural and semi-urban branches in 
West Bengai' were 34,7 per cent and 
23.7 per cent respectively as at the 
end of June 1979. The correspond-
ing all-India ratios were 54.4 pE'r 
cent c:!nd 47.3 per cent respectively~ 

The Government have been concern-
ed about the Inadequate banking co-
verage of the rural and semi-urban 
areas in West Bengal both in terms 
of availability of banking facilities 
in and flow of credit to rural and 
semi-urban areas. To improve their 
p'apu~ation coverage, particularly in 
underbanked rural and semi-urban 
areas, the banks have been asked to 
devo~e their branch expansion pro-
gramme during 1!::79-81 primarily to 
the opening of branches at unbanked 
rural and semi-rural centres in defl-




