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technology {las been undertak-
m tt® present strategy is to encou-
ave larje 1)!6-gas unlts WIOeh are
Sttnmmecally viable.  Considerable
f Mgrew has been achieved in the
dffiiaatioA of organic waste, and pilot
9H®bcfh to set up viable family size
tin~gas plants have also been taken
op. Several community bio-gas
plamtfl of larger size are under cons-
tructionat selected locations. Over
TOQO0 bio-gas plants havealready
1« Q set up in thecountry.
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Production of Ammonia j,y Sindri
Fertilizer Plant

*442. SHRI A. K. ROY: Will the
'Minister of PETROLEUM AND CHE-
MICALS be pleased to lay a statement
allowing:

(a) the number of days the Sindri

MMertilizer plant (both old and the new)
mdually worked to produce ammonia
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between 1-1-80 to 31-5-80; facts in
details;
(b) whether it is a fact that shortage

of raw material is the major bottleneck
in the running of the new diesel based

plant;

(¢) whether this difficulty is likely
to remain as a permanent one;

(d) if so, do Government propose to

renovate the old coal baseA plant of
Sindri; and

(e) if not, reasons therefor?

THE MINISTER OF PETROLEUM,

*CHEMICALS AND FERTILIERS (SHRI

VEERENDRA PATIL): (a to (c). The
ammonia plants of the old Sindri Unit
did not operate during the period 1.1.80
to 31.5.80. The plants had been closed
by July 1979 as they were uneconomic
and unsafe to operate.

The ammonia plant of the new unit
at Sindri, namely, the Sindri Moderni-
sation plant, also did not operate dur-
ing most of the above period. The plant
had to be shut down on the evening of
16th January” 1980 due to stock out of
Fuel Oil/LSHS feedstock. The shut-
down continues on account of closure
of Bongaigaon refinery based on Assam
crude and consequent stoppage of
LSHS/Fuel oil supply to Sindri plant.
The plant will be restarted after Assam
situation normalises and feedstock be-
comes available.

(d) and (e). The old Coal-based
plants of Sindri were closed down as
they had outlived their normal life
and were unsafe and uneconomic to
operate. The question of renovating
the plants does not, therefore, arise.

Foreign Oil Companies

*443. SHRI G. Y. KRISHNAN: Will
the Minister of PETROLEUM AND
CHEMICALS be pleased to st"te:

(a) whether Government have re-
ceived any information that, the for-
eign oil companies are still operating
in India in one form or another;





