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Sethusamudaram Ca nat Project 

+ 
*356. SH&I N. DENNIS: 

DR. V. RAJBSHW ARAN : 

Will the Minister of TRANSPORT be 
pleased to state : 

(a) whether Government propose to 
have a second look at the Sethusamud-
ram canal project in Tamil Nadu in 
view of the prevailing circumstances in 
the region ; aad 

(b) if, so, whether the scheme is 
proposed to be elaroined by a new com-
mittee of experts '1 

THE MINISTER OF TRANSPORT 
(SHRI BANSI LAL) : (a) and (b) No 
decision as yet has been taken by Govt. 
on the report of the corom ittee of experts. 

SHRI N. DENNIS; This very im-
portant project is kept pending on the 
shelf gathering dust for the past 125 
years. sinceits nest proposal in 1860. 
It was the answer tbat no decision is 
tak en by the Government. If tbe feasi-
biJ!ty ot the scheme and Its Utility bas 
been testified by severa! Committee &.e-
ports. Now, ships salhng from the West 
Coast to the East Coast take circuitous 
route around:Sf! Laoka. ThiS project IS 

to deepen lhe shaliow Palk Straits lYlOg 
between India and Sri }Janka. Implementa-
tion of thiS proJ eet WOtl Id Snort~n the 
distance, save urn e and cost, accele-
rate toe llnp.lOVements of the ports 
in tbe Soutb aDd bumuJate economic and 
iodu.)tria& d~~eJopmeot of thtS region 
wblCD IS a backward area. 

. So may I know whetber tbe Govern-
mont would cOllslder toe great improtan ce 
involved in Ule project and talec immediate 
de~iljon for its ear I, implementation '1 

SHitl BANS! LAL: Sir, the decision 
will be takeD as 100D .. tbe CODlultations 

-II'OOVlr, 
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SHRI N. DENNIS: This project has 

vital national, strategic, security and de-
fence importance. A situation may arise 
when Indian ships may find it difficult to 
sail from west coast to east coast Moreo-
ver,the Indian ships now have to 10 
round Sri Lanka and Trincomallee. Trin-
comallee is known as the Eye of the 
Indian Ocean, \\here as many as 800 war 
ships could be hidden unnoticed, which 
will be a risk at the time of tension in 
this area; Moreover, because of the 
tense Situation and changed circumstances 
in that area, this project has to be con. 
sidered very seriously for implementation. 

MR. SPEAKER 
question. 

Please put the 

SHRI N. DENNIS : The implementa-
tion of this project is necessary. May I 
know from the hOD. Minister whether im .. 
mediate steps would be iaken for the 
implementation of the project by taking 
into consideration the national importance 
involved. 

SHRI BANSI LAL: The national 
importance in this CaSe is disputed. Tbere 
are views in this case~ As soon as the 
consultation with all the Ministries con-
cerned are over, we will take a decision. 

SHRI P. KOLANDAIVELU Even 
wtule Pandit Ja wahar Jal Nehru was the 
Prime Minister, he had promised to take 
up this project; and after Mr. Nehru, 
Mrs. Indira Gandhi was there; and after 
her, our young dynamic Prime Minister 
has come. May I know from the hone 
M.nister-l want a cat egorical answer from 
the Minister of Transport-wbether be is go-
ing to tak~ up this project or not, because 
it is pending for mor~ than 2S years, It is 
not a recent programme. It is pending for 
the last 25 years. Even while I was a 
Minister in Tamil Nadu, I pressed for it. 
Even then, you arc now saying that an 
expert committee is going iDto it ; aDd . 
you are giving the very same answer. I 
waDt a categorIC. 1 reply. 

SHRI BANSI LAL : We are still con-
aidoriDl ic. 

Ma. SPEAKE.& : The bOD. Mcmbor i. 
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not sat sfied with consistency. The Minis-
ter's re'ply is categorically consistent. 

Now next que~tion No. 357: Mrs Geeta 
Mukh~rji and Mr Gurudas Kamat are not 
there. Question 358 Dr Chandra Shekhar 
Tripathi is also not there. Now Mr Ragbu· 
rna Reddy-Question No. 359. 

Cancer due to genetic disorders and en-
'fironmental pollution 

*359. SHRI M. RAGHUMA 
REDDY: Will the minister of HEALTH 
AND FAMILY WELFARE be pleased to 
state : 

(a) whether Goverement's att ention 
has been drawn to th e press report appear-
ing in tbe 'Timfs of India' dated 21 

.August, 1985 wherein it has been stated 
that genetic disorders and environmental 
pollution together with certain yet un-
known causes can make children suscept i-
ble to carne er; and 

(b) if so, what steps ha\'e been taken 
by the Government to avoid such threat? 

THB DEPUTY MINISTER IN THE 
DEPARTMENT OF FAM[LY WELFARE 
<SHKI S. KRISHNA KUMAR): (a) Yes, 
Sir. 

(b) Research in c~ncer is carried on 
by the Indian Council of Medical Research 
and tbe Regional Cancer Centres in the 
country. Control of Environmental poilu· 
tion is being coordin l.ted by th e Ministry 
of Environment. To facilitate treatment 
of cancer, tbe MiOlstry of Health and 
Family Welfare ha~e been sanctioning 
Central aS5istance to various inc;titutions 
@ Rs. 50 1 000/. per centre for setting up 
of Early Cancer Detection Centres; and in 
the Seventh five Year Pian stress is being 
laid on the imparting of educatioa repr-
dina prevention of this disease. 

SHRI M. RAGHUMA REDDY : Can-
cer is one of the dang erous di.5cases. I 
want to know from the han. Minister bow 
maoy research centres were established 
durina the 6th five year plan, aDd how 
maoy they are loin, to e8tablish durin8 
tbe 7th PIau. 

SHRI S. KRISHN \ KUMAR: As part 
of the Cancer Control . Programme, we 
have already set up nine resional Cancer 
Centres. Three of them were set up in 
the 5th Plan itself, and six of them after-
ward~ • We do not have any prOlramme 
at the moment to increase the number of 
these centres. 

PROF. P. J. KURIEN 
centres we)) equipped? 

Are these 

SHRI M. RAOHUMA REDDY: I 
have; yet to put the second suppl emeota rYe 

PROF. P. J. KURIEN: I am only 
helping the hon. Member. 

MR. SPEAKER: Unsolicited? 

SHRI M. RAGHUMA REDDY: Is the 
government having any proposal to e9l(a-
blish a centre in each district headquarters 
because in rural erea. it is very difficult to 
detect early stages of cencer? The rural 
poor people are not in a position to go to 
the State Capa tils or Delhi. Is such a 
propos~l there Wiih the government with 
special request froQl Andhra Pradesh? 

SHRI S. KRISHNA KUMAR : The 
bon. member w..)uld be interested to know 
that out of Rs. 20 crores set apart for the 
cancer contr.)1 programme in the Seventh 
PI an, Rs. 18.7 crores are proposed to be 
distributed to the nine centres already in 
the country. We have plans in additioin 
to tbe~e regional cencer centres for medi-
cal college and non-medical college iost-
tUlions being given teletherapy facilities 
subject to avai'ability of funds. We are 
going to give assistance for setting up 
cobolt therapy units to mOl e centres. We 
have a central a)sistancc scheme for cencer 
detection centre under which Rs. 50,000/· 
are given for setting up of ECD Ceo tree 
There ar e eae!} for ho:;pital tumour registri. 
es. 27 ear Iy detection centres in tbe country 
established with assistance from MOH aDd 
with WHO assistance. Tbere are 25 pott-
partem tests pap-smear centres under the 
Department of Family Welfare, 6 natioDa I 
cancer relistries under ICMR. 

SHRI M. RAOHUMA REDDY: M1 
requOIt it wbotber you art loin, to .... 




