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‘b of the Drugs and Cosmetics Act and

can be given or dispensed to a patient
only on the basis of Doctor’s prescription.
It cannot be procured by a patient
‘dtraight from the retail stores.

Sethusamudaram Canal Projeet

+

*356. SHRI N. DENNIS :
DR. V. RAJESHWARAN :

Will the Minister of TRANSPORT be
pleased to state :

(a) whether Government
bave a second look at the Sethusamud-
ram canal project in Tamil Nadu in
view of the prevailing circumstances in
the region ; and

(b) if, so, whether the scheme is
proposed to be examined by a new com-
mittee of experts ?

propose to

THE MINISTER OF TRANSPORT
(SHRI BANSI LAL) : (a) and (b) No
decision as yet has been taken by Govt,
on the report of the committee of experts.

SHRI N. DENNIS : This very im-
portant project is kept pending on the
snelf gatheriog dust for the past 125
years, since its first proposal in 1860.
it was the answer that no decision is
taken by the Government, If the feasi-
bil:ty of the scheme and i1ts utility has
been testified by several Committee Re-
ports. Now, ships sailling from the Waest
Coast to the East Coast take circuitous
route around Sri1 Laaka, This project s
to deepea the shaliow Palk Straus lyng
between India and Sri Lanka. Implemenia-
tioa of this project wouid sporten the
distance, save tmsg and cost, accele-
rale tne unp.ovemeats of the ports
in the South aad sumulate economic and
industrial  development of thes region
which 15 a backward area.

- Somay I know whether the Govern-
ment would coasider the great improtance
involved in the project and take immediate
decision for its early implementation ?

SHRI BANSI LAL : Sir, the decision
will be taken as soon as the consultations
-@le over,
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SHRI N. DENNIS : This project has
vital national, strategic, security and de-
fence importance. A situation may arise
when Indian ships may find it difficult to
sail from west coast to east coast Moreo-
ver,the Indian ships now have to go
round Sri Lanka and Trincomallee. Trin-
comallee is known as the By= of the
Indian Ocean, where as many as 800 war
ships could be hidden unnoticed, which
will be a risk at the time of tension in
this area: Moreover, because of the
tense situation and changed circumstances
io that area, this project has to be con-
sidered very seriously for implementation.

MR. SPEAKER
question,

Please put the

SHRI N, DENNIS : The implementa-
tion of this project is necessary. May I
know from the hon. Minister whether im-
mediate steps would be itaken for the
implementation of the project by taking
into consideration the national importance
involved.,

SHRI BANSI LAL : The national
importance in this case is disputed. There
are views in this case., As soon as the
consultation with all the Ministries con-
cerned are over, we will take a decision.

SHRI P. KOLANDAIVELU Even
while Pandit Jawaharial Nehru was the
Prime Minister, he had promised to take
up this project ; and after Mr. Nehruy,
Mrs. Indira Gandhi was there ; and after
her, our young dynamic Prime Minister
has come. May 1 know from the hon.
Minister—I1 want a categorical answer from
the Minister of Transport—whether he is go-
ing to tak: up this project or not, because
it is pending for more than 25 years, It is
not a recent programme. It is pending for
the last 25 years. Even whilel was a
Minister in Tamil Nadu, I pressed for it.
Even then, you are now saying that an
expert committee is going into it ; and.
you are giving the very same answer. I
want a categorical reply.

SHRI BANSI LAL : We are still con-
sidering it.

MR. SPEAKER : The hon. Member is
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not sat sfied with consistency. The Minis-
ter’s re-ply is categorically consistent.

Now next question No. 357: Mrs Geeta
Mukherji and Mr Gurudas Kamat are not
there. Question 358 Dr Chandra Shekhar
Tripathi is also not there. Now Mr Raghu-
ma Reddy—Question No. 359.

Cancer due to genetic disorders and en-
vironmental pollution

*359, SHRI M. RAGHUMA
REDDY : Will the minister of HEALTH
AND FAMILY WELFARE be pleased to
state

(a) whether Goverement’s attention
has been drawn to the press report appear-
ing in the ‘Times of India’ dated 21
August, 1985 wherein it has been stated
that genetic disorders and environmental
pollution together with certain yet un-
known causes can make children suscepti-
ble to carncer; and

(b) if so, what steps have been taken
by the Government to avoid such threat?

THE DEPUTY MINISTER IN THE
DEPARTMENT OF FAMILY WELFARE
(SHRI S. KRISHNA KUMAR): (a) Yes,
Sir.

(b) Research in cancer is carried on
by the Indian Council of Medical Research
and the Regional Cancer Centres in the
country. Control of Environmental pollu-
tion is being coordinited by the Ministry
of Environment. To facilitate treatment
of cancer, the Ministry of Health and
Family Welfare have been sanctioning
Central assistance to various institutions
@ Rs. 50,000/- per centre for sctting up
of Early Cancer Detection Centres; and in
the Seventh Five Year Plan stress is being
laid on the imparting of educatioa regar-
ding prevention of this disease.

SHRI M. RAGHUMA REDDY : Can-
cer is one of the dangerous discases. |
want to know from the hon. Minister how
many research centres were established
during the 6th five year plan, and how
many they are going to cstablish during
the 7th Plan.
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SHRI S, KRISHN A KUMAR : As part
of the Cancer Coatrol Programme, we
have already set up nine regional Cancer
Centres. Three of them were set up in
the Sth Pian itself, and six of them after-
wards , We do not have any programme
at the moment to increase the number of
these centres.

PROF. P. J. KURIEN :
centres well equipped?

Are these

SHRI M. RAGHUMA REDDY : 1
have yet to put the second supplemeatary.

PROF. P. J. KURIEN : I am only
helping the hon. Member.

MR. SPEAKER : Unsolicited?

SHRI M. RAGHUMA REDDY : Is the
government having any proposal to esta-
blish a centre in each district headquarters
because in rural erea, it is very difficult to
detect early stages of cencer? The rural
poor people are not in a position to go to
the State Capatils or Delhi. Is such a
proposa! there wiih the government with
special request from Andhra Pradesh?

SHRI S. KRISHNA KUMAR : The
hon. member would be interested to know
that out of Rs. 20 crores set apart for the
cancer contral programme in the Seventh
Plan, Rs. 18.7 crores are proposed to be
distributed to the nine cen'res already in
the country. We have plans in additioin
to these regional cencer centres for medi-
cal coliege and non-medical college inst-
tutions being given teletherapy facilities
subject to availability of funds. We are
going to give assistance for setting up
cobolt therapy units to more centres, We
have a centrai a-sistance scheme for cencer
detection centre under which Rs. 50,000/
are given for setting up of ECD Centre.
There are each for hospital tumour registri-
es, 27 early detection centres in the country
established with assistance from MOH and
with WHO assistance. Tbere are 25 post-
partem tests pap-smear centres under the
Department of Family Welfare, 6 national
cancer registries under ICMR.

SHRI M. RAGHUMA REDDY : My
request is whether you are going to eMa-





