
Wednesday, April, 10, 1985/ 

Chai,ra 20, 1907 (Sakal 

The Lok Sabha met at Eleven of 
the Clock 

[MR. SPEAKER In the Chair) 

[Translallon] 

MR. SPEAKER: Today the attendence 
is very thin. 

PROF. MADHU DANDAVATB: To
day. tbere is qua Ii ty ••• (lnterruptiqn s) 

MR. SPEAKER : It seelllS Shri Nayak 
Is not present. Next question Shri 
Ram waroop Ram. It is prefixed by Ram 
and suffixed by Ram and Balram is siHing 
in the middJe ... (Inlerruptton8) 

ORAL ANSWERS TO QUESTIONS 

(Rngli;,h] 

Ulnternational Conference on Environmental 
Ed'ucatfon" 

*365. SBRI RAMSWAROO RAM: 
,Will the PRIME MINISTER be pleased to 

late: 

(a) whether India participated at the 
recently held International Conference on 
Environmental Education; 

(b) whether the Resolutions adopted at 
the Confe,rence Wi)) be laid On the table; 

(c) whether the Conference suggested 
some measures and means that would 
promote ecologically sustainable develop
ment in rural areas of the country; 

(d) if so, the details thereof; and 

(e) the action proposed by Govern
ment to implcm..,n( tbose Resolution,? 

THB MINISTER. OF STATE IN THB 
MINISTRY' OF ENVIRONMENT AND 
FORESTS (SHRI VIR SEN) : (8) Yes, Sir. 

(b) A copy of the Resolu,tioDS adopted 
at the Confercnce is enclosed. 

(c) and (d). Yes. Sit. · The recom .. 
mendatiol)s from (c) to (f) particularly 
relate to measures and means fot promotion 
of ecologically sustajD~ble de\'cJopment in 
rural areas of the Country; . 

(e) The suggestions are 
examination and cODsideration 
Government. 

Resolutions 

under 
of the 

Environmental Education Associa .. 
tions at the national level should 
be established to serve the pro
fessional needs of environmental 
educators, to create linkages 
with Governmental and nOQ

governmental agencies, and to 
assist in development and dissemi
nation of curriculum materials; 

(b) University teacher training pro
gtammes should incorporate ,traio
ing in environmental education. 
Only When environmental education 
assumes a cenlral place io all 
education will it begin to influence 
environmental management and 
polioy. such training should in
clude scientific and cultural studies 
related to human activities and 
the environment; 

Each nation should consider 
establishment of a Youth EQv;ron .. 
ment Corps consisting of youth 
age 16.22; the Corps would work 
OD projects which promote eeo .. 
logically sustainable development, 
especil1 lIy in rural areas . Youth 
Corps projects should provide 
envlronmental knowledge and skiJJs 
for participants in the programme; 

(d) Bnvironmental Education Councils 
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composed of local residents, ofJi· 
ail , farmers, teacher and business
men and local bodies responsible 
for various environmentally related 
p ojects and programmes should be 
establi hed at the loca) level. Such 
Councils would serve in an advisory 
capacity to a sist in im'plemeota
lion of programme at the local 
level; 

(e) Bnvi onmental education demons .. 
tration projects should be estab .. 
lished at the local level in concert 
with economic deveJ pment pro
jects to demonstrate the ben fits 
of such a partnership. Such 
projects are necc sary to gain local 
support for environmental duea
tion and to provide a working 
model for ecolugically ustainable 
d v lopment; 

Simple. easHy applicable t chniques 
should be d veloped fOr use by 
rural school teachers to demons
trate the praotical importance of 
f;onservi ng na ture ; 

Envi onm ntal educator must 
develop , practical pedagogical 
methods which address problems 
of cnvironm ntal h alth in daily 
life. e.g. clean drinking water, 
appropriate waste di posal, proper 
sanitation practice t as well as 
provide concepts and values 
regarding human-environm nt re
lationship ; 

Environmental Education curricula · 
.should b rcvi wed and, where 
appropriate, revised to provide 
inclusion f scientific and cultural 
(humanities, politics, economics) 
content sufficient to enStlre that 
stu4ents under tand ·the cientific 
ba is o( environment and ecology 
and the organisation and processe 
of buman societies. Without thi 
scientific and cultural understand
ing students are unable to develop 
a useful holistic p rsp ctive for 
effective ci tizen hip and pro
fes iona1 life; 

(i) Unjversities, educational: and 
res(:arch and dCVelopme nt iusti
tutions should be encouraged to 

generate new vistas of knowledge 
relating to environmental manage .. 
ment in their respective areas of 
specialisation; and ' 

The International Society for 
Environmental Education should 
e tablish a global Environmental 
Educ tion communications system 
to dis eminate information and 
monitor indicators of the Bios
phere's environmental quality such 
as soil erosion, fresh water 
availability, food production, 
energy utili ation, population 
growth, pollution loading, rates 
of defore tation, rates of' deserti
fication and level of soil 
saJiniza tion . 

[Translation] 

SHRI AMSWAROOP RAM: Mr. 
Speaker, Sir, the problem of environment 
is getting serious. Out.wardly it doe not 
look like a problem but it i a de p wound 
which is gradua lIy affecti ng the p opJe in a 
seri ous way. 

[English] 

PROF. MADHU DANDAVATB: Is it 
an inaugural address to the question? 

[Tran ,s/ation] 

SHRI RAMSWAROOP RAM: Mere 
reference to environment or planting of 
tr es will not solve the problem of environ
ment. Tbere are several inherent, problems 
such as the pollution of rivers which is 
taking place. Even today three crote people 
take bath in riVer. 

[English] 

PROP. MADHU DANDAVATE : Could 
the Minister cull out the question from 
his speech? 

[Tran3latlon] 

SHRI RAMSWAROOP RAM: This 
1)eing an important question, I sball take 
some time . More tban on,e crote people 
drink the same polluted water of the rivers. 
The factories are also causing pollution. 
I would Jike to thank our young Prime ' 
~;{inist r b cau e he first gave his attention 
to the Ganses. which is sacred river and 



Ora .4nswer.r CHAITRA 20, 1907 (SAgA ,()ral Answers 

bas been polluted. Provision bas be~n 
made for its purification. 

MR. SPEAKER: PJe<Jse put the 
question. I know you are addressing the 
Prime Minister and not me 

SHRI RAMSWAROOP RAM: I was 
about to put the question. If you ate 
pU,tting pres ure, I may ask the question ••.• 

(Interruptions) 

MR. SPEAKER: I was myseJf feeling 
tbe pressure. 1 was thinking tbat I may 
have to put the question myself 

(lnterruplions) 

SHRI RAMSWAROOP RAM: I would 
like to know whether the Government pro
pose to formulat a comprehensive poJicy 
in tbe Seventh Five Year Plan to solve the 
problem .of environmen t so tba t tb problem 
of rural and urba n environment is $olv d ? 
What is the outlin of that policy? 

MR. SPEAKER: So, th question was 
with you in writing. 

SHRI VIR SEN: Government are fully 
alive to all the aspects of envjronment and 
programmes have been cbalked out to cover 
all the asp cts of the problem. Government 
afe a Jready considering incJusiPIl of tb 
subject -of environment in the syJ]abus of 
the universitie and ducational institutions 
to impart environmental education to the 
peopJe and to create awareness among the 
youth in regard to the environment. AU 
these issues are before Government. 

SHRI RAMSWAROOP RAM: Mr. 
Speaker, Sir, there must be public awukening 
towards environment and the peop] shoUld 
show inter st in it. In ndia, about SO 
crore people Jiv~ in the villag sand tbey 
arc not acquainted with the word environ .. 
ment. Do Govermn nt intend to inlcude 
the subject of environment in school 
curr.icula from the primary educa tion level 
to cteate awareness in them towards 
environment so that the students come 'to 
know about nvironment from the very 
beginning, which will creat public aware .. 
ness towardS envjronment. 

MR. SPEAKER: You have put a good 
question. Let the hon. Minister reply to it. 

SHRI RAMSWAROOP RAM: I want 
that the students should be given education 
regarding environment from the primary 
stage and that the programme be peeded 
up. Government should fisure that this is 
included in the curricula from tbe primary 
stage. 

SHRI VIR SEN : Efforts ate being 
made to include nvironment as a subject 
from the primary leveJto tho degree 
level. It is also the endeavour of 
Government to include this subject in 
the curricu la of universi ties and in 
other courses and to dis erninate know
ledge thereof to students at all levels, from 
the class I to Junior high schoOl. ienior 
chool and intermediate Jevels. 

[Engli.(;h) 

S RJ SU ESH KURUP; The Forest 
Pre ervatioo Ordinance in KeraJa is going 
too Japse this week. The Kerara Govern
ment has declared that it j not going to 
Te·introduce the Ordinance, which win affect 
some 60,000 acres of forests in · erata, Le. 
private forest which Were nationalized. 
So, what is the attitude of the Central 
Government, regarding this? It poses a 
very serious problem. 

sa I V .R SEN: The question reblt~s 
to the recently"held conference in Delhi. 

think this will require notice. 

SHR t SURESH KURUP: It is a 
'Seriou problem re arding environment. 

(Transl tion] 

MR. SPEA KBR : He has a k d whether 
any bucll Conference was held ..... . 

SHR I V 'R SEN: Mr. Speaker j Sir J 

the Question does not hav~ any coonection 
with the Conference in any way. This 
is a separate question. The question of 
Conference does not ' arise from this 
question. 

[English] 

SHRI SURESH URUP : The Forest 
Pr~servatjQn Ordinance in Kerala is going 
to lap e this week, and Kerala Government 
has declared that it is Dot gOing to re
introduce it. 

MR.. SPEAKER: He canDot do any ... 
thing about it. It is a State subject. That 
has to be done by ,the State Government. 
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[Trans/arion] 

TaE P).{ ME MINISTER (SHRI 
RAJlV OANDHI): The Ordinance was 
not discussed in the Conference. 

[Tram/ation] 

SHRl PRATAP BHANU SHARMA: 
Mr. Speaker, Sir, I would like to knoW 
whether the resolution of the recently 
concluded InterpstiO al Conference on 
Environmental Education ..... . 

[English] 

PROF. MADHU DANDAVATE: I 
have one suggestio : in case the Ordinance 
_s going to lapse~ let, him at least use his 
good offices to see that the Ordinance is 
not allowed to lapse . I request the 
Mini tet to use his good office . 

SHRI VIR SEN: It conCerDS the State 
Government. 

(Interruptions) 

MR. SPEAKER: The Mipister can 
make a suggestion •••••• 

(Interruptions)· * 
SPEAKER' : Not allowed. 

(Intertuption~)·· 

MR. SPEAKER: Please sit down. 

[Trans/at lor,] 

SHRI PRATAP BHANU SHARMA: 
In the recently concluded International 
Conference of .Environmental Education, 
it has been suggested in para "d" of the 
Resolution that Environment CouDcils 
should be constituted at the local level. 
OUf Goveromen t had taken a decisioQ 
about two years ago to constitute Environ
mental Education Councils and Advisory 
Council . In view thereof, are all the 
St$te Government makio8 efforts to consti
tute those Councils? What is the attitude 
of the C citra I Government regardiog the 
constitution of these Councils at preseot ? 

SHRI VIR SEN: Our Sta te Govern .. 
ment bas taken so'me decisions in this 
regard whil other State Governments have 
Dot t k n any deoision. However. several 
departments ~nd ilgencios ar~ already 
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there which look after this work such as 
D.R.D.A., District Plaoning Committee 
and District Block Committee. So, ~hete 
is no need to constitute a Dew Committee 
for the purpose. 

MR. SPEAKER: Vir Senji, Shri 
Ramswaroop Ram has siven a good sugges
tion. You start with the children. Tbey 
should be taught ci'Vic sense or afforesta
tion and tbis is good for alL Every child 
in the school should be asked to plant a 
tree. They should be told tbat it is tbeir 
duty to do this and the trees will bear 
their games. 

SHRI VIR SEN: Mr. Speaker. Sir. 
there is already a scheme. "A Tree Por 
Bvery Child" scheme j's being introduced 
under the Plan. 

[Englih] 

Review of Reservation Polity 

*366. SHRt AMAR ROYPRAD AN: 
Will the Mini ter of HOME AFFAIRS be 

. pleased to. state: , 

(a) whether Government has decided 
to review th r servation policy in the 
c'ouotry; and 

(b) if so, the details thereof; and 

(c) if not, the reasons therefor? 

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE , 
MINISTRY OF HOME AFFAIRS 
(SH~IMATI RAM DULARI SINHA) : 
(a), (b) & (C). The policy or' reservation 
with reference to re$ervation ·of seats in 
Lok Sabha and State Assemblies was re .. 
viewed in 1980 when the bill for extendhlg 
the p~riod of reservation b yond 1980 
was introduced in the ~ok Sabba. It was 
felt that the Social, Education and Bcono .. 
mic conditions ' of Scheduled Castes and 
Scheduled Tribes is not at par with the 
other Sectlon of the population and there .. 
fore, there is a need for reservation of 
seats in the Lok Sabha and State 
Assemblies up to 1990, 

There , is at pre$eot no proposal to 
review t.be above. . 

PROF. MADHU DANDAVATB: 
Before he asks a question, I want some 

clarification about printing of thIS questioD. 




